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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
 
City of Newton
 

Office of the Collector of Taxes
 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue
 

N'evv1:on Centre, MA 02459 

200728 Date of Notice: 10/16/2007B1LL#: 

BOARD ORDER 93-06 Due Date: 11117/2007 

SEMONIAN LEO JR & MARLON D
 
373 DEDHAM S
 
NEWTON CENT E MA 02459
 

~ 
.-Ii 

~. ·z 
You are hereby n tified that a betterment assessment is assessed to you as follows: ~'a ·.sa 

.;ye~r)[2~0?J(~~.ee::Jl.· St.r.:.et I;B~~rd'Orda'r:I[ 93-06 . IN~Mmouh.~J[ ~69~J . 
'Property}\ddress; 373 . DEDHAM ST b~ :!. 
....... N>;::J::
 
:Parcel ldentificati ~:. 83036A0003 .;; •...'5'" 

.('()'(C 

For information 're arding betterment assessments, inquire of the Board instituting the improvement: if!Jlplication 
tor abatement is ade, it must be filed with the Board of Aldermen within six months of the date of this notice. 
Interest at 5% per ear begins thirty days from the date of this notice. 

11/17/2007 Edward J. Spellman Jr., Collector of Taxes Interest begins all 

By statute, this bill ay be apportioned into not more than twenty (20) yearly payments with interest at 5%
 
per annum. Nopo ion can be Jess than $5.00. Apply to the Board of Assessors at once jf you wish to have
 
the bill apportione . If you choose to apportion the bill, no payment is necessary at this time.
 

Taxes payable at t e Collector's Office, City Hall. Hours: 8;30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday
 
and Tuesday even! gs until 8:00 PM. Checks or money orders must be made payable to "The City of Newton".
 

"For Questions, please contact the Assessors Office at (617) 796-1160" 

Please select your option (A or B) below, cut along line, and return to "Newton Treasurer's Office", 
1000 Commonwealth Ave., Newton, MA 02459. . 

Betterment.Assessment 

Bill Date: 10/161 007 Bill Number: 200728 

Parcel 10: 83036 0003 Original Amount $2,690.00 

Location: 373 DEDHAM ST 

A) __ Full Pay ent Enclosed. Full Payment Due By: 1111112007 Total Enclosed: _ 

OR 

B) Please Apporti n For 5 10 15 20 year (Please circle the number of years) 

If apportioning bill no payment is necessary at this time. Apportioned amount will be added to Real Estate
 
Tax Bill for the umber of years selected. Non-response will apportion bill for 20 years. Please man to:


Nwton Treasurer's Office, 1000 Commonwealth Ave., Newton, MA 02459
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JOHN S. DAY, ESQ.
 
A'ITORNEY AT LAw
 

24 BAY ROAD
 
DUXBURY~~02332 

www.daylaw.com(internet). 781-934-2008 (telephone) 
jday@daylaw.eom (e-mail)781-846-0780 (facsimile) 

"" ... 

FACSIMILE COVER SHEET 

ADDRESSEE TELEPHONE NUMBER FACSIMILE NUMBER 

David A. Olson, Clerk, 
Board of Aldermen 

617-796-1210, 617-796-1214 

From: John S. Day, Esq. Date: November 16~ 2006 No. of pages to follo~~' .3 .. 
Message: 

" ­­c::a 
~. 

Z o 
'< 
en 

_.
... ­

<::) 
1'0;,). 

***TIDS FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION IS INTENDED SOLELY FOR THE USE OF THE 
SPECIFIC INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TOWRICH IT IS ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN 
INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL, AND/OR OTHERWISE EXEMPT 
FROM DISCLOSURE. If you are not the intended reoipient, ':'1' the etnployee or agent responsible for 
delivering the transmission to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure. 
distribution, dissemination. copying, use. or the taking ofany action based on the contents ofthis 
transmission is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this transmission in error. please notify us 
immediately by telephone (collect) and return-the original transmission to us via the U.S. Postal Service. 
Thankyou.*** 



11/16/2006 12:04 17818460780 JOHN S DAY ESQ PAGE 02 

o 
1"'0 

JOHN S. DAY, ESQ. 
ATrORNEY AT LAw 

24 BAYROAD 
DUXBURY, MA02332 

"781-934-2008 (telephone) 
781-846-0780 (facsimile) 

www.daylaw.com (internet) 
jday@daylaw.com (e-mail) 

November 16, 2006 

By FACSIMILE" AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 

David A. Olson 
Clerk, Board of Aldermen 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton Centre; MA 02459 

RE: Betterment Assessment for Property owned by Leon Jr. and Marion 
D. Semonian, 373 Dedham Street, Newton, Massachusetts 

Petition for Total Abatement of Betterment Assessment 

Dear Mr. Olson: 

I am writing on behalf of Leon and Marion Semonian, who own, and reside upon, 
real property located at 373 Dedham Street, Newton, Massachusetts. Mr. and Mrs. 
Semonian have been issued a betterment assessment, dated October 16, 2007, and I have 
attached a copy of this assessment for your reference. As you will see, the attached 
betterment assessment is in the amount of $2,690.00. 

Mr. and Mrs. Semonian hereby request, pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 80 et seq., a 
total abatement of the attached betterment assessment, on the grounds that their property 
has notbenefited from the purported betterment. I have determined, by conferring with 
my clients and reviewing the Finance Committee Agenda for February 13,2006, that the 
betterment assessment at issue pertains to a new sidewalk, new granite curbstone, and 
road resurfacing that was performed along Countryside Road and "extending into Patten 
Circle. Mr. and Mrs. Semonian live on the corner of Dedham Street and Countryside 
Road, but their lot fronts onto Dedham Street and the Countryside Road-side oftheir lot 
had a preexisting asphalt sidewalk that did not need to be replaced with a new sidewalk in 

"order to enhance their property value. Indeed, the aforementioned work has not 
improved either the functionality or value of the Semonians' property. 
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David A. Olson 
Clerk, Board ofAldermen 
November 16, 2006 
Page 2 

Moreover, Mr. and Mrs. Semonian were not consulted regarding the work to be 
performed along Countryside Road. Consequently, Mr. and Mrs. Semonian respectfully 
contend thattheir property is not subject to a betterment assessment. See M.GL. c. 80, 
§ 1 (betterment assessment may only be applied to a limited area that receives a specific 
benefit or advantage). ­

As set forth above, Mr. and Mrs. Semonian request, pursuant to M.G.L c. 80, §5, 
a total abatement ofthe attached bettermentassessment. Thank you for your attention to 
this matter, and I look forward to hearing from you. 

cc: Leon and Marion Semonian 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
City of Newton
 

Office of the Collector of Taxes
 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue
 

N'ewton centre» MA 02459
 

200728BILL#: 

BOARD ORDER 93-06 

SEMONIAN LEO JR & MARLON D 

__Iis'oard Orde'i-: j[ 
DEDHAMST 

You are hereby n 'fied that a betterment assessment is assessed to you as follows: 

373 DEDHAM 5 
NE.WTON CENT MA 02459 

__ ~;:.:...:.._ ~~;..J __--=..;::,.::.::~

Interest begins on 

Interest at 5% per 

For information're arding betterment assessments, inquire of the Board instltuting the improvement; jf application 
fOr aba.tement is ada, it must be filed with the Board of Aldermen within six months of the date'of this notice. 

ear begins thirty days from the date of this notice, 

11117/2007 Edward J. SpeUman Jr., Collector of Taxes 

ay be apportloned into nO/t more than twenty (20) yearly payments with interest at 5% 
per annum, No po 'on can be less than $5.00, A pply to the Board of Assessors at once if you wish to have 
the bill apportione . If you choose tQ apportlon the bill, no payment is necessary at this time. 

Taxes payable at t e Collector's Office. City HalL Hours: 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Monday through Friday 
and Tuesday even gs until 8:00 PM. Checks or money orders must be made payable to "The City of Newton". 

Assessors Office at 

Please select your option (A or B) belOW, cut along line, and retum to "NelNton Treasurer's Office". 
, 1000 Commonwealth Ave., Newton) MA 02459, 

Betterment Assessment 

Bill Number: 200728 

Original Amount $2,690.00 

Full Payment Due By: 11/17/2007 ,Total Enclosed:,_~ _ 

B) preaseApportl n For 5 10 15 20 year (Please circle the number of years) 

If apportioning bill no pa.yment is necessary at this time. Apportioned amount will be added to Real Estate 
Tax Bill for the umber of yea.rs seleoted~ Non-response will a.pportlon bill ,for 20 years. Please mall to: 

, N wton TI"lAASur."-s Office, 1000 Commonw<!:::alth Ave., Newton. MA 02:459 . 

Sill Date: 

ParcellD: 

Location: 

A) __ Full Pay ent Enclosed. 

OR 













M.G.L- Chapter32B, Section 19 http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/mgl/32b-19.htm 

#23-0b
 
year and the transfer of subscribers to the commission shall take effect on the following July 1. On the 
effective date of the transfer, the health insurance of all subscribers, including elderly governmental 
retirees previously governed by section lOB of chapter 32A and retired municipallteachers previously 
governed by section 12 of chapter 32A, shall be provided through the commission rOf all purposes and 
governed under this section. As of the effective date and for the duration of this transfer, subscribers 
transferred to the commission's health insurance coverage shall receive group health insurance benefits 
determined exclusively by the commission and the coverage shall not be subject to collective 
bargaining, except for contribution ratios which shall be determined by the written agreement. 

Subscribers transferred to the commission who are eligible or become eligible fori Medicare coverage 
shall transfer to Medicare coverage, as prescribed by the commission. In the event of transfer to 
Medicare, the political subdivision shall pay any Medicare part B premium penalty assessed by the 
federal government on retirees, spouses and dependents as a result of enrollment in Medicare part B at 
the time of transfer into the Medicare health benefits supplement plan. For each subscriber's premium 
and the political subdivision's share of that premium, the subscriber and the political subdivision shall 
furnish to the commission, in such form and content as the commission shall prescribe, all information 
the commission deems necessary to maintain subscribers' and covered dependents' health insurance 
coverage. The appropriate public authority of the political subdivision shall perform! such administrative 
functions and process such information as the commission deems necessary. to maintain those 
subscribers' health insurance coverage including, but not limited to, family and personnel status 
changes, and shall report all changes monthly to the commission. In the event that a political 
subdivision transfers subscribers to the commission under this section, subscribers may be withdrawn 
from commission coverage at either 3 or 6-year intervals from the date of transfer ef subscribers to the 
commission, as determined by the written agreement which shall specify the withdrawal interval and 
withdrawal procedures. The written agreement may specify the procedures for resolving an impasse in 
negotiations over whether to withdraw from commission coverage and for determining health insurance 
coverage and contribution ratios for subscribers for the year following withdrawal from the commission. 
In the event that binding arbitration is included in the written agreement, the agreement shall provide 
that the dispute shall be submitted to arbitration and, if no method is provided of arbitration is provided 
in the agreement, then the dispute shall be administered by the American Arbitratioh Association under 
the procedures set forth in its Labor Arbitration Rilles. . 

The decision and notice to withdraw shall be made by October I of the year prior to the effective date
I 

of withdrawal. All withdrawals shall be effective on July 1 following the political subdivision's notice to 
the commission. Except as otherwise provided in the written agreement, withdrawal from commission 
coverage shall revoke acceptance of this section and any written agreements related to the 
implementation of this section as of the effective date of withdrawal. In the event Ithat the acceptance 
of this section is revoked, the appropriate public authority of the political subdivision shall abide by all

I 

commission requirements for effectuating such withdrawal, including the notice requirements in this 
subsection. In the event a political subdivision withdraws from commission coverage under this section, .

I 

such withdrawal shall be binding on all subscribers, including those subscribers who, prior to the 
transfer to the commission, received coverage from the commission under sections lOB and 12 of 
chapter 32A and, after withdrawal from the commission, those subscribers who received coverage from 
the commission under said sections lOB and 12 of said chapter 32A shall not pay more than 25 per cent 
of the cost of their health insurance premiums. 

In the event of revocation of acceptance of this section, the political subdivision aad public employee 
unions shall return to governance of negotiations of health insurance under chapter 150E and this 
chapter on the effective date of withdrawal from commission coverage, to negotiate healthcare 

70f9 9/3/2008 II :39 AM 
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coverage for subscribers thereafter. 

(f) To the extent authorized under chapter 32A, the commission shall provide group coverage of 
subscribers' health claims incurred after transfer to the commission. The claim experience of those 
subscribers shall be maintained by the commission in a single pool and combined with the claim 
experience of all covered state employees and retirees and their covered dependents, including those 
subscribers who previously received coverage under sections lOB and 12 of chapter 32A. 

Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, a political subdivision that self-insures its 
group health insurance plan under section JA and has a deficit in its claims trust fund at the time of 
transferring its subscribers to the commission and the deficit is attributable to a failure to accrue claims 
which had been incurred but not paid may capitalize the deficit and amortize the amount over 10 fiscal 
years in 10 equal amounts, or ona schedule providing for a more rapid amortization. Except as 
provided otherwise herein, subscriberseligible for health insurance coverage under subsection (e) shall 
be subject to all of the terms, conditions,· schedule of benefits and health insurance carriers as 
employees and dependents as defmed by section 2 and commission regulations. The commission shall 
determine all matters relating to subscribers' group health insurance rights, responsibilities, costs and 

. payments, excluding contribution ratios, and obligations; including but not limited to, the manner and 
method of payment, schedule of benefits, eligibility requirements and choice of health insurance 
carriers and these matters shall be determined exclusively by the commission and shall not be subject to 
collective bargaining, the written agreement under subsection (a) or to arbitration under the agreement. 
The commission may issue rules and regulations consistent with this section and shall provide public 
notice of any proposed rules and regulations and notice of thereof at the request of interested parties, 
together with an opportunity to review those rules and regulations and an opportunity to comment on 
those proposed rules and regulations in writing and at a public hearing, but the commission shall not be 
subject to chapter 30A. 

The commission shall negotiate and purchase health insurance coverage for subscribers transferred 
under subsection (e) and shall promulgate regulations, policies and procedures for coverage of the 
transferred subscribers. The schedule of benefits available to transferred subscribers shall be 
determined by the commission pursuant to chapter 32A. The commission shall offer those subscribers 
the same choice as to health insurance carriers and benefits as those provided to state employees and 
retirees. The political subdivision's contribution to the cost of health insurance coverage for transferred 
subscribers shall be as determined under this section, and shall not be subject to the provisions on 
contributions in said chapter 32A. Any change to the premium contribution ratios shall become 
effective on July 1 of each year, with notice to the commission of such change not later than January 15 
of the same year. 

A political subdivision that transfers subscribers to the commission shall pay the commission for all 
costs of its subscribers' coverage, including administrative expenses, and the governmental unit's cost of 
subscribers' premium. The commission shall determine on a periodic basis the amount of premium 
which the political subdivision shall pay to the commission. If the political subdivision unit fails to pay 
all or a portion of these costs according to the timetable determined by the commission, the commission 
may inform the state treasurer who shall issue a warrant in the manner provided by section 20 of 
chapter 59 requiring the respective political subdivision to pay into the treasury of the commonwealth 
as prescribed by the commission the amount of the premium and administrative expenses attributable to 
the political subdivision. The state treasurer shall recoup any past due costs from the political 
subdivision's cherry sheet under section 20A of chapter 58 and transfer that money to the commission. 
If a governmental unit fails to pay to the commission the costs of coverage for more than 90 days and 

80f9 9/3/2008 II :39 AM 
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the cherry sheet provides an inadequate source of payment, the commission m4Y, at its discretion, 
cancel the coverage of subscribers of the political subdivision. If the cancellation of coverage is for 
nonpayment, the political subdivision shall provide all subscribers health insurance coverage under 
plans which are the actuarial equivalent of plans offered by the commission in the preceding year until 
there is an agreement with the public employee committee providing for replacement coverage. 

The commission may charge the political subdivision an administrative fee, which shall not be more 
than 1 per cent of the cost of total premiums for the political subdivision, to b~ determined by the 
commission which shall be considered as part of the cost of coverage for purposes of determining the 
contributions of the political subdivision and its employees to the cost of health insurance coverage by 
the commission. 

(g) Ally agreement reached between the political subdivision and the public employee committee, 
including an agreement to transfer subscribers to the group insurance commission, shall provide that 
within the same health insurance coverage plan the percentage contributed by the political subdivision 
to the premium or cost of health insurance coverage shall be the same for all subscribers covered under 
this section. These payments shall differ only by the type of coverage elected under the plan, including 
individual, family, optional Medicare extension or other coverage selections; but the percentage 
contributed by the political subdivision may vary among the different health insurance coverage plans 
offered under the agreement reached between the political subdivision and the public employee 
committee. The agreement reached shall provide that the percentage contributed by the political 
subdivision to the premium or cost of at least 1 Medicare extension plan available to all eligible 
subscribers shall be not less than the minimum percentage contributed by the political subdivision to 
any other health insurance coverage plan offered under the agreement reached. Any political 
subdivision that accepts this section shall establish by agreement with the public employee committee a 
contribution by the political subdivision to the premium or cost of health insurance coverage that

I 

provides for at east 50 per cent but not more than 99 per cent. Notwithstanding this subsection, where 
there is an agreement to transfer subscribers to the commission, subscribers whose coverage was 
governed by section lOB or 12 of chapter 32A before the date that the written agreement is executed, 
shall not be required to contribute more than 25 per cent of their health insurance premiums, but the 
written agreement may provide for a premium contribution paid by these subscribers of less than 25 per 
cent. 

(h) If there is a revocation of acceptance or a withdrawal from the commission under this section, all 
retirees, their spouses and dependents insured or eligible to be insured by the political subdivision, if

I 

enrolled in Medicare part A at no cost to the retiree, spouse or dependents, shall be required to be 
insured by a Medicare extension plan offered by the political subdivision under section 11C or section 
16. A retiree shall provide the political subdivision, in such form as the political subdivision shall 
prescribe, such information as is necessary to transfer to a Medicare extension plan. If a retiree does not 
submit the information required, he shall no longer be eligible for his existing health insurance coverage. 
The political subdivision may from time to time request from a retiree, a retiree's spouse and 
dependents, proof certified by the federal government of his eligibility or ineligibility for Medicare part 
A and part B coverage. The political subdivision shall pay the Medicare part B premium penalty 
assessed by the federal government on those retirees, spouses and dependents as a result of enrollment 
in Medicare part B at the time of transfer into the Medicare health benefits supplement plan. 

(i) In the absence of a public collective.bargaining unit, the chief executive officer of a municipality 
may authorize the transfer of subscribers to the commission. 

90f9 9/3/2008 11:39 AM 



#23-06 
DRAFT 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN BOARDiOF ALDERMEN 

,2007 

ORDERED: 

That in accordance with the recommendation of the Programs and Services 

Committee through its Chairman, Alderman Marcia T. Johnson, and the Finance 

Committee through its Chairman, Alderman Paul E. Coletti, the following item 

REFERRED TO PROGRAMS AND SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#23-06	 ALD PARKER AND LINSKY requesting that the City adopt §19 of MOL 

Chapter 32B to allow retiree coalition bargaining ofhealth care benefits 

Under Suspension ofRules 
Readings Waived and . 

(SOD) DAVID A. OLSON 
City Clerk 



#31-08 
DRAFT 

CITY OF NEWTON 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

,2008 

ORDERED: 

That in accordance with the recommendation ofthe Public Facilities Committee 

through its Chairman, Alderman Sydra Schnipper and the Finance Committee through 

its Chairman, Alderman Paul E. Coletti, the following item be and is hereby .•....... 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#31-08	 ALD. COLETTI proposing a RESOLUTION to His Honor the Mayor 

expressing a no confidence vote pertaining to the current status of the 
Newton North High School Construction Project and related Financing 
Plan. 

Under Suspension ofRules 
Readings Waived and Item voted ----­

(SGD) DAVID A. OLSON 
City Clerk 




