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Statement for the November 23, 2008 Community Event at Temple Shalom

The Newton Human Rights Commission extends its sympathies
to the congregation of Temple Shalom for the recent desecration of its
property. This hate crime is not just a crime against an individual
congregation but a crime against our entire community. We deeply
regret that you have been subjected to such an ignorant and offensive
act, and we share your rage.

The goal of this perpetrator was to make us feel powerless, but
he has failed. The perpetrator of this cowardly act does not and will
not represent our community. Hate crimes and intolerance have no
place in our community. As a community we stand together to
denounce this act. We will fight to eliminate all acts of hatred and
prejudice. We will work tirelessly to ensure mutual understanding and
respect for all. Together we will succeed.
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