NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
Monday, January 28, 2008
7:30PM, Room 209 at City Hall

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the December 17, 2007 Commission Meeting

2. Commissioner’s Reports on program, maintenance and forestry
3. Cabot School Fair, Laura Dreese

4. Relay for Life, Amanda Starkel

5. Newton West Little League Lights, Richard Alexy

6. Parks & Recreation Department Budget

7. Gath Pool & Crystal Lake senior swim rates

8. New Business

Next meeting to be held February 25, 2008




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
December 17, 2007
7:30PM, Room 209, City Hall

Attending: Francis Rice, Chairman, Walter Bernheimer, Vice Chairman, Peter Johnson,
Jennie DeVito, Arthur Magni, Myra Tattenbaum, Lee Mottard, Fran Towle,
Commissioner, Robert DeRubeis, Deputy Commissioner and Faye Hays, Secretary

Absent: Jack Neville, Michael Clarke and Peter Kastner
1. Minutes of the November 19, 2007 Commission Meeting were accepted 7-0,

2. Commissioner’s Report on program, maintenance & forestry: Commissioner
Towle reported on the Thanksgiving Day football game at Newton South High
School, and senior rates survey. Questions arose about charging the seniors fees, what
would be the appropriate age for a senior, not charging them, would the monies go
back into Recreation funds The senior monies collected, if passed by the
Commission, would go into the General Fund. There were 450 senior swim passes
given out last summer. Chairman Rice proposed the members bring their senior rate
ideas to the next Commission Meeting on January 28™.

The Dog Park Ordinance was passed 17-7 by The Board of Aldermen. The members
of the Dogs Off Leash Task Force Committee will take ownership of the program,
enforcement, cost are their responsibilities and would hand in reports on the progress.
Chairman Rice is also on the Dogs Off Leash Task Force Committee and he said the
committee was considering three places, Norumbega, Cabot and Cold Spring Park for
tentative penned in dog sites. The Dogs Off Leash Task Force Committee will need to
come before the Parks & Recreation Commission with their plans for dog park site
approvals. :

There were 3 snowstorms so far this winter season. The Department requested
$275,000 from the Board of Aldermen for snow clean up monies. So far, there have
been 19” of accumulated snow. The excess snows from the City squares were taken
to Rumford Avenue, Elliot Street and Nahanton Park. At Nahanton Park there is a
certain site in which the snow is taken to. The Public Works Department looms and
seeds the area after the snow disappears.

CPA applications are in for Newton Upper Falls Playground, Newton Centre, Farlow
Park and Edmands Park.

The Parks & Recreation proposed budget cut for FY08 is 6.6% in the amount of
$270,000.




On a sad note, William Baker, whose family taught archery for the Parks &
Recreation Department for 55 years, passed away at the age of 60.

CPA Project, Heritage Landscape Inventory, Amy Yuhasz, Community
Development: Ms. Yuhasz discussed the Heritage Landscape Inventory regarding a
master list. The amount of $10,000 for funding is requested through the CPA for
consultant services to prepare a Historic Landscape Inventories for Newton.

The goal is to identify and evaluate significant landscape resources in the City and to
present recommendations for preserving these important resources. The inventory
would be based on the model established by the Massachusetts Department of
Conservation and Recreation’s (DCR) Heritage Landscape Inventory Program. parks,
playgrounds, farms. Cemeteries, estates and gardens are just a few examples. If
approved the CPA funds would be used to hire a consultant with experience
conducting heritage landscape inventories. Ms. Yuhasz asked the support of the Parks
& Recreation Commission for this project.

After a brief discussion, the Commission members voted. Walter Bernheimer
motioned to support the application limited to development of the inventory itself and
with no prioritization. Jennie DeVito seconded the motion. Motion passes 7-0.

A letter of support will be sent to Alice Ingerson, Community Preservation.

Crystal Lake Update: Commission Towle reported the Hannon house abutting
Crystal Lake will be torn down within a month and the Department will e-mail the
commission members as to the demolition date. Also, a sign, with the demolition date
on it, will be posted at the Hannon property for the neighbors as well as the
community.

. New Business: Angino Farm: Commission member Lee Mottard attended the
December 6™, Angino Farm Committee Meeting. The farm is a non-profit
organization and has been in existence since 2006. At this time the inside of the barn
is being stripped down.

Chairman Rice mentioned that the YMCA is donating an hour on Saturdays for the
Newton Parks & Recreation Department’s Special Needs track program. This would
be a total of 6 hours. If the YMCA had charged the Department, it would have been a
total of $725.00. Thank you YMCA.

Commissioner Towle will meet with Newton West Little League regarding the lights
at Lyons Playground. The little league would be paying for the lights themselves.
Commissioner will discuss the maintenance and electricity costs for the lights with
the league.

Myra Tattenbaum asked if the letter regarding the scholarship fund would go out with
the next tax bills. The letter should go out with the water bills and the donation




scholarship checks would be separate from the water bill. The Scholarship donation
monies to go into the Revolving Fund.

Commissioner Towle wished everyone “Happy Holidays and a very Happy New
Year”

Meeting adjourned: 8:30PM




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
Monday, February 25, 2008
7:30PM, Room 209 at City Hall

AGENDA
1. Minutes of the January 28, 2008 Commission Meeting
2. Commissioner’s Reports on program, maintenance and forestry
3. Cabot School Fair, Laura Dreese (2" meeting)
4, Relay For Life, Amanda Starkel (2™ meeting)
5. Newton West Little League Lighting (2™ meeting)
6. Parks & Recreation Department Budget
7. Gath Pool & Crystal Lake senior swim rates
8. Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman

9. New Business

Next Meeting: March 17, 2008




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
January 28, 2008
7:30PM, Room 209 at City Hall

Attending: Francis Rice, Chairman, Walter Bernheimer, Vice Chairman, Peter
Johnson, Jennie DeVito, Arthur Magni, Myra Tattenbaum, Lee Mottard, Jack
Neville, Alternate, Fran Towle, Commissioner, Robert DeRubeis, Deputy
Commissioner and Faye Hays, Secretary

Also attending: Laure Dreese, Deborah Klein, Ellen Lipoma, Jim Klumpp, Robert
Joyce, Richard Alexy, Amanda Starkel, Terry Morris and Carol Stapleton

Absent, Peter Kastner & Michael Clarke, Alternates

1.

2.

Minutes of the December 17, 2007 meeting were accepted 8-0.

Commissioner’s Report on program, maintenance & forestry: Commissioner
Towle reported on the 9" snowstorm of the scason. Trees were a big problem with
the branches falling because of the heavy snow on them. The Public Works
Department sent crews out to pick up all of the fallen branches last week and this
week. The Department’s snow budget request so far is over $430,000. The
Commissioner to appear before the Programs & Services Committee on February
4™ for snow monies. The Auburndale Cove opened Sunday for ice-skating. The
Cove will be open daily, weather permitting. The ice skating hotline number is
617-796-1536. Also, the ice skating information will be posted on the Parks &
Recreation website and at the Cove.

The Department has a new summer camp called Auburndale Station. The camp 1s
for children entering kindergarten through 5™ grade. The camp will be held at the
Williams School in Auburndale and will offer 5 one-week sessions. Candidates
for the coordinator’s position have been interviewed. The Annual Camp Fair is
Tuesday, February 5, 2008. Planning in place for February school vacation
programs, which are very positive and highly successful. The Globe Newspaper
had a great article on summer camps, which included the Department’s Albemarle
Acres.

There was a CPA public hearing presentation last week, and on the agenda were
Upper Falls Playground, Newton Centre, Farlow Park and Edmands Park.The
CPA Committee’s discussion will be February 27". Walter Bernheimer spoke
about the Stearns/Pellegrini lawsuit, which is still on appeal. Should the monies




for the Stearns proposal be saved? The CPA Committee has $900,000 to spend
this year,

Crystal Lake, 230 Lake Avenue: The Programs & Services Committee passed the
proposal and the Finance Committee voted it down 1-6. The proposal then goes to
the full Board of Aldermen for a vote. Commissioner Towle will keep the
Commission posted on more information.

Myra Tattenbaum asked as to when the Parks & Recreation scholarship
information would go out with the next water bill to all Newton residents.
Commissioner Towle said the information would go out in the next water bill.

Cabot School Fair, Laura Dreese: The Cabot School PTO would like to hold
their annual fair on Saturday, May 3, 2008 from 10-3:00PM at Cabot Playground.
(Set up at 7:30AM)AIl rides will be placed in the same positions as last year. All
vendors have liability insurance naming the City of Newton as an additionally
insured party. They will have amusements, pony rentals, food vendors, games,
crafts and a yard sale on the grassy area.

The Department will send out notices to the abutters for the next commission
meeting on February 25" apprising them of the fair. The second phase of the
Special Permit Application Process requires the abutters be notified of the event.
The $50.00 check for administrative charges has been received.

Motion was made by Walter Bernheimer to approve the Cabot School Fair.
Arthur Magni seconded the motion.The Commission voted unanimously 8-0 to
approve the Cabot School Fair.

Relay for Life, Amanda Starkel: The American Cancer Society and Relay For
Life Fundraiser, respectfully requests permission to utilize the track and field at
Newton South High School for this year’s event on May 31 — June 1, 2008. A
candlelight ceremony will be held at the track. Teams form at the local track,
during an 18-24 hour period, and one team member is always walking, jogging or
running, while other member’s camp out along the track. The Massachusetts
Turnpike Authority is donating 2 portable light towers pointed down onto the
track area. The event starts at 6:00PM goes all night and ends 12:00 noon the next
day. Also, the event has the required Certificate of Liability Insurance.
Commissioner Towle and Carol Stapleton met with Ms. Starkel to discuss the
event. The $50.00 check for administrative charges has been received.

The Department will send out notices to the abutters for the next commission
meeting, second phase, on February 25, 2008 apprising them of the Relay for Life
Event.

Motion was made by Myra Tattenbaum to approve the Relay for Life Event.
Jennie DeVito seconded the motion.




The Commission voted unanimously 8-0 to approve the Relay for Life Event.

Newton West Little League Lights, Richard Alexy: Robert Joyce spoke on the
proposal from Newton West Little League Field for the installation of lights at
Lyons Little League field. NWLL uses Lyons Little League field for its spring
summer & fall baseball programs. The installation of lights will be an excellent
benefit to the league and the 400 families that are part of NWLL, By adding lights
it would be possible to increase its weekday usage by having 2 time slots for
games/practices at 5:30PM — 7:30PM, game ending by 9:30PM.The league
proposed to fund this project without cost to the City of Newton. Also, the league
is requesting permission to mount 4” X 6” nameplates recognizing
individual/corporate gifts on the dugouts and plaques on the 4 light poles
recognizing the principal donors. Chairman Rice recommended one location for
the donor plaques. Plaques on benches were also recommended.

The lighting proposed is the minimum lighting standard for this type of field with
60-foot steel poles with a black finish to blend in with the vegetation.

The NWLL spends $15,000 — 20,000 annually to maintain the field at Lyons Park.
Based upon price quotations received projects the cost to be in the range of
$71,000. Annual estimated cost for electricity and maintenance is $2,288. All
operations and maintenance cost is the responsibility of NWLL.

‘The NWLL has met with Commissioner Towle Deputy Commissioner DeRubeis
prior to this meeting to discuss the lighting proposal.

The following questions arose on the plaques being attached to the light poles:
Should the donor plaques be limited to one area i.e. dugout, benches. Does the
Design Review Committee need to approve the proposal?

The Department will send out notices to the abutter of Lyons Parks to apprise
them of the lighting proposal. The $50 check for administrative charges has been
received.

Motion was made by Arthur Magni to approve the Newton West Little League
light proposal. Jennie DeVito seconded the motion. Motion was approved 8-0.
Walter Bernheimer amended the decision to one recommended place for the
donor plaques. The Commission members voted unanimously for the amendment
change.

Parks & Recreation Department Budget: Commissioner Towle has not heard
back from the Mayor’s Office regarding the Department’s FY08 Budget cut. The
budget cut is 6.6% in the amount of $270,000.




Gath Pool & Crystal Lake senior swim rates: All swim permit monies go back
into the General Fund. Questions arose regarding raising the swim fee permit
rates. The age of a senior citizen (62) to receive a free permit. The seniors can get
a scholarship for those who could not pay. There were 450 free senior swim
permits at Crystal Lake last year. If the seniors were charged at least $10. for the
permit x 450, the incoming revenue would be $4,500. Jennie DeVito did not want
the seniors charged as they brought the City to what it is today, and they may not
be able to afford to live here. Vice Chairman Bernheimer mentioned the City
needs the revenues. If the seniors are not charged, the other program fees could be
raised.

It was asked that at the next budget meeting, the Commissioner bring up the
request to the Mayors office that if seniors are charged for the swim fees, could
the monies go back into the Parks & Recreation budget.

Chairman Rice suggested the Commission postpone the senior swim fee increase
until Commissioner Towle speaks to the Mayor’s office regarding the Parks &
Recreation budget.

New Business: Chairman Rice requested the election of Chairman and Vice

Chairman be on the agenda for the next Commission meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40PM




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
March 17, 2008
7:30PM, Room 209 at City Hall

AGENDA
1. Minutes of the February 25, 2008 Meeting
2. Commissioner’s Reports on program, maintenance & forestry:
3. Tennis — Mike Lewitt
4. St. Mary Carmen Festival — Chuck Proia
5. Budget Update

6. Crystal Lake Update

7. New Business

Next meeting: April 28, 2008




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
February 25, 2008
7:30PM, Room 209 at City Hall

Attending: Chairman Francis Rice, Vice Chairman, Walter Bernheimer, Peter
Johnson, Jennie DeVito, Myra Tattenbaum, Arthur Magni, Lee Mottard, Jack
Neville, Alternate, Fran Towle, Commissioner, Robert DeRubeis, Deputy
Commissioner and Faye Hays, Secretary

1.

2.

Minutes of the January 28, 2008 meeting were accepted 8-0

Commissioner’s Report on program, maintenance & forestry: Commissioner
Towle reported on the following: There have been 10 snow storms this winter
season amounting up to $500,000. Commissioner Towle and Carol Stapleton,
Manager, attended a meeting last week to discuss conceptual plans for Crystal
Lake area, a copy of which is on the Commission table for all to see. The 230
Lake Avenue building is to be added onto the plan. There are 3 arcas at Crystal
Lake that can be linked together. The design fee would be $50,000 for a Master
Plan. The City acquired 20 Rogers Street and is in the process of acquiring 230
Lake Avenue, which includes a house. When purchased, a caretaker will be living
at the house until it is sold. These parcels can provide a more flexible recreation
facility for the citizens of Newton who enjoy Crystal Lake. A meeting 1s
scheduled for 7:45PM at City Hall to discuss the Crystal Lake CPC project.
This year’s “Camp Fair” was the most successful one we ever had and was very
well attended. The Department has a new summer camp this year called
Auburndale Station. The camp will be at the Williams School for grades K-5.
Wednesday evening, February 27", the Department will be presenting the
proposed Parks & Recreation FY(9 budget cuts at City Hall.

The Department is very proud of Mark Kelly, our Therapeutic Special Needs
Director, who will be receiving a Federation for Children with Special Needs
Community Partnership Award. On Saturday, March 1, 2008 the award will be
presented at a statewide conference held at the Seaport World Trade Center in
Boston. Also, the Department celebrates its 30" anniversary of providing
therapeutic recreation programs to the special needs community.




On March 5, 2008, at 10:00AM in the Druker Auditorium at the Main Library, the
State Ethics Commission will be presenting an educational seminar on the State
Conflict of Interest Law. Commission members are invited to attend as well as
Recreation Personnel.

Last November the Forestry Department was given an appropriation of $36,000 in
monies to take down hazardous trees, which are still being removed at this time.

Commissioner Towle introduced Heather Page, an intern for the Department, who
is here for a few months. Heather attends Southern Connecticut College and is
majoring in Recreation and Leisure.

Cabot School Fair, Laura Dreese (2" meeting): Ms. Dreese spoke about the

Cabot School PTQO Fair, which is to be held on Saturday, May 3, 2008. Rides are
the same, using the same vendors. Peter Johnson motioned to approve the Cabot
School PTO Fair Event. Jennie DeVito seconded the motion. Motion passed 8-0.

Relay for Life, Amanda Starkel (2" meeting): Ms. Starkel spoke about the
American Cancer Society and the Relay for Life requesting permission to utilize
the track and field at Newton South High School for this year’s event on May 31
— June 1, 2008

Myra Tattenbaum motioned to approve the proposal for using Newton South High
School for this year’s special American Cancer Society and the Relay for Life
event scheduled to be held May 31 — June 1%. Peter Johnson seconded the motion.
Motion approved 8-0.

Newton West Little League Lighting (2™ meeting): Robert J oyce, NWLL,
spoke regarding the lighting proposal for Lyons Playground. The little league
spends $12,000-$13,000 per year maintaining the NWLL fields. There is a need
for lighting for night games, one game to start at 5:30, the other to start at
7:30PM, end at 9:30PM. Chairman Rice reiterated that the little league would be
paying all the expenses, no cost to the City. Myra Tattenbaum, in looking at the
specifications the league has, would the league be working with other City
Departments, Electrical, Conservation, Flood Plain, and done according to LL
standards. There would be no lighting outside the field with no impact on the
neighborhood. Commissioner Towle mentioned traffic concemns at Islington and
Commonwealth Avenue and she will have the City Engineer, Lou Taverna look
into it.Mr. Joyce indicated 12 players, 24 or more cars would be parking there.
One member said 24 cars sounded like a very low number.

Commissioner Towle read a 2 page letter from David Lurie in reference to the
lighting proposal. Mr. Lurie is opposed to the installation of lights at Lyons Field
for lack of need for night games, traffic/parking, noise and cost of additional
police officers to direct traffic.




Frederick Abernathy read his letter opposing the lighting proposal. Lighting
would produce major changes and noise associated with games in the evenings.
Also, the request for lighting also includes more advertising. The lighting would
have an adverse effect on our environment! Children should be home at night
studying.

Bob Joyce:

Bev & Tom Droz (e-mail) are opposed to lighting. With the loss of shrubs and
trees on the backside of the park, the noise and lights have grown increasingly
invasive over the past few years.

Stan Kruzenskl, 221 Commonwealth Avenue, the focus is on the field and who
will maintain it, the parking is spread out on the strip of grass. Who will maintain
the lights as to the noise, could the little league use wooden bats?

Larry Smith in favor of the fields, however there is no pattern to parking,
especially concerning little kids. Also, there is a blind curve on Islington Road
that hampers traffic. Maybe people should car pool or walk to the games.

Peter Goddard, 6 Islington Road, all for keeping kids busy, however he is
concerned about parking on the grass strip and at Islington and Commonwealth
Avenue. There should be a formal parking system.

Phil Glantz: Agrees with Mr. Goddard, parking is a big problem. Lights should be
shut off early.

Dom Caruso, 16 Dufficld Road: Parking is a problem for the Newton teams. No
teams from other cities/towns, City Series, should be allowed to play at Lyons.

Alderman Amy Sanguilo: The storage container is moved when not in season, the
little league has removed past advertisement. Some of the neighbors are for the
proposal and some are not. It is a tough call, will all the conditions be met and
would the lights be out at 9:30PM.

Alderman Paul Harney: Spoke on some of the e-mails that he received, lights
should be shut off at 90:30PM, parking is a big issue, however, he is willing to
work with the little league and neighbors and there is a need for a safer
intersection.

Thomas Barclay, Islington Road: In favor of the request as long as the games are
over by 9:30PM. People are parking on Islington Road in front of people homes
and some are not aware of the narrow road and the bad curve in the road. Also,
what is going on with the lights at night by the sewer system at Lyons. MWRA is
working on the sewer system/drainage in the lower part of the park.




One member asked about an updated elevation plan and photos of light standards,
as 1t would be very helpful to look at. Also, has the little league gone before the
Conservation Commiittee for the lighting proposal? A maintenance plan in writing
would be needed with cost estimates, replacement costs, period of maintenance
and contractor who is installing and maintaining the lights.

Peter Kastner: The NWLL has made many modifications to Lyons park, including
fence, batting cage, fenced in field, dugout, concession stand and storage shed.
The structures come under the Commission’s Policy of Private structures on City
Lands. Is there an ordinance about parking on the median strip? Could the light
towers be taken down at night?

Ann Marie Abernathy: Very concemed with the noise in the evenings, you can
also hear the cars on Commonwealth Avenue as well as the turnpike. Playing ball
at night would include shouting, which is very intrusive. Is there a solution to
parking on the median strip?

Nick Nedscoff: There are 4 poles and 7 heads on each pole. Is there a picture of
the lights? Traffic will be very busy, and organized parking is needed. Is the
existing parking legal? Will other little league teams be playing at Lyons?

Terry Morris: Terry mentioned that each little league takes care of their own
fields. The NWLL wili pay for the lighting at no cost to the City. Also, playoff
games are a source of pride for the little leagues. At this time there are not enough
little league fields for all the games that need to be played. Lighting would
address the field issues.

Vice Chairman Bermnheimer agreed that there is a shortage of facilities/fields and
lighting is important, however, there are good merits to the proposal. The lack of
elevation needs to be addressed and the issues cannot be addressed in just a few
weeks and his suggestion is to wait until next year. Arthur Magni concurs with Mr.
Bernheimer regarding the issues.

Peter Johnson asked about extra games, and will there be a problem with parking.
Lyons would be an ideal field to install direct lighting if the parking 1ssues were
addressed.

Jennie DeVito is in favor of the project, if the traffic pattern and noise is
addressed. Would the little league need to go before the Traffic Commission?
Everything that has been done prior to receiving this proposal is appreciated i.e.
all the work that has been done and paid for by the little league.

Myra Tattenbaum mentioned that if the little league wanted to start the night
games in June, construction would need to start now.




Jack Neville thought the lighting of a little league field was good for the City,
however, parking is still the issue.

Lee Mottard ------

Chairman Rice talked about the noise issue at night, the Saturday/Sunday games
do not seem to be an issue. Parking is a serious problem. There is not enough time
to put light in this season. Plus, all the issues this evening need to be answered to
everyone’s satisfaction.

Mr. Joyce said perhaps the little league could use the Corpus Christi parking lot
for the overflow of cars during the games.

Walter Bernheimer motioned not to approve the little league’s proposal for
installation of tlighting at Lyons Field at this time. The issues included: games
with exclusive use for Newton teams only, police detail, traffic, lights out at
9:30PM, parking on Islington Road as well as the carriage road and the number of
nights each week to play. Jennie DeVito seconded the motion, Peter Johnson
abstained, ----- 1 opposed. Vote was 6 for, 1 abstained and 1 opposed .

Parks & Recreation Department Budget: Wednesday night the Parks &
Recreation Department’s FY09 budget will be presented to the Finance

Committee and Board of Aldermen.

Parks & Recreation Budget Reductions Overview:

¢ Grass Cutting $ 83,255
e Leaf Removal $ 43,680
¢ Eliminate position $ 52,355
¢ Construction Equipment $ 64,500
¢ (lose Newton North
Indoor Complex $ 39.000
Total 6.8% reduction $282,790

Gath Pool & Crystal Lake senior swim rates: An increase in senior swim rates
are not encouraged at this time.

Walter Bernheimer asked about creating a revolving fund just for Crystal Lake
and Gath Pool. The swim money at this time goes into the General Fund. -----

Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman: Chairman Rice handed the gavel over
to Commissioner Towle. Commissioner Towle took the gavel and asked for
nominations for Chairman of the Commission. Jack Neville nominated Francis
Rice as Chairman of the Commission. Jennie DeVito seconded the motion.
Motion passed 8-0.




The gavel was then turned over to Chairman Rice for nominations for Vice
Chairman. Peter Johnson nominated Walter Bernheimer for Vice Chairman of the
Commissioner. Jennie DeVito seconded the motion. Motion passed 8-0.
Congratulations to Francis Rice and Walter Bernheimer.

9. New Business: Jennie DeVito, Ward 1, made an announcement that she is
resigning from the Parks & Recreation Commission this evening. She enjoyed
working on the Commission and with the commission members.

Also, Myra Tattenbaum, Ward 8, made an announcement that she is resigning
from the Parks & Recreation Commission this evening. Myra also enjoyed

working on the Commission and with the commission members.

Commission Towle thanked Jennie and Myra for their dedication and service to
the Commission.

l Meeting adjourned 9:25PM




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
April 28, 2008
7:30PM, Room 209 at City Hall

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the March Meeting
2. Commissioner’s Reports of program, maintenance & Forestry

3. St. Mary of Carmen Festival — Chuck Proia

4, Swimming season fees for Crystal Lake & Gath Pool
5. Tennis — (Mike Lewitt -Stephanie)
6. Minga — Rebecca Kantar, Special Permit

7. Update on Dog Park
8. Update on Crystal Lake
9. Newton West Little League Update

10. New Business

Next Meeting May 19, 2008




Newton Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting
March 17, 2008
7:30pm Room 209 at Newton City Hall

Attending: Peter Johnson, Acting Chair, Arthur Magni, Lee Mottard, Fran
Towle, Commissioner, Robert DeRubeis, Deputy Commissioner and Carol
Stapleton, Acting Secretary.

1. Minutes of the February 25, 2008 meeting were accepted 3-0.

2. Commissioner’s Report on program, maintenance and forestry:
Commissioner Towle reviewed this past winter’s snowstorms of which
there have been 14 to date that the Department has either plowed or
sanded & salted amounting to approximately $600,000. Commissioner
Towle also reported on the Senior Trips, which are starting up again in
full force under Nancy Scammon’s direction. Special Needs Program
Director Mark Kelly has just completed the Kevin Clancy Tourney held
at Newton North High with some 18 teams participating this year.
Commissioner Towle also reported that she had been in contact with the
Newton West Little League’s representative, Rich Alexy regarding the
League’s proposal for Lyons Field. The League should have a more
detailed report for the April meeting. Commissioner Towle also reported
that she had been in contact with the City Solicitor, Dan Funk regarding
the issue of parking on the reservation area in front of Lyons Field and
Traffic & Engineering Departments will also have a more detailed report
for the April meeting. A letter was sent to Bob Joyce, League President
as a follow-up to the February Commission, which was enclosed in the
Commission packets for this month. The Department is also working
toward a spring clean up of all areas, especially for the Marathon on
April 21%. All little league and high school ball fields will also be receiving
clean up and preparation for opening seasons for all leagues.




