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Records of Informsl Meeting

MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING HELD ON
SEPTEMBER 27, 1954

Members present: Ms). William J. McCarthy, Chalrman .
' Mr. James E. Murphy
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner

Mrs. West and Mr. Conant were unable to be present. Mr.
Selden had a previous meeting and would try to be here for part of
the meeting. '

There being no quorum, there was informal discussion con-
cerning problems and activitles of the department.

1. The minutes of the June meeting, not having been edited,
were held over for the October meeting.

2. Mr., Johnson submitted the plctures tzken of summer time
activitles so that we might have a plicture record of our summer
programs.

3. The Achievement Award Winners' 1list was submitted along
with a sample of the award and pictures of the winners.

L. Supervisor's Organization.

Mrs. Hovgsard and Mr. Tedesco to work together on the
entire Halloween Program.

Mr. Donahue and Mr. Leary to supervise the outdoor
progrem for the fall season.

The Supervisors (4) to act as a coordinating committee
to promote the fall and winter program and to recommend organiza-
tion and promotion of the Neighborhood Center Program.

5. Mr. Johnson and Mrs. West were deslgnated as delegates
to the Newton Community Councll from this department.

6. Mr. Johnson presented a letter from St. Sebastian's
Country Day School, requesting permisslon to practice at a
Newton Playground football field. Authorization was given to
grant this permission for Cold Spring for the 1954 season only.

7. There was a petition from residents of the Charlemont
section of Newton Highlands requesting the City to set aslde
land at Christina and Goddard Streets for a children's playground.

Mr. Johnson was directed to write to the petitioners and
invite them to send a committee of three to our next meetling to
discuss the problem and to present thelr case.
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8. Mr. Johnson- reported the suggestlon-from-Mri.—Medlicott
of Lasell Street, Auburndale;-that we consider—-a land taking
on Grove Street near the Rallroad Bridge at Woodlend Country
Club for community recreation purposes.

9. The request was granted that we petition for a transfer
of funds from Shelter House Construction to. Office Expense in
the amount of $150.00 in order to meet increased costs of office
materials and supplies.

10.There was a discussion of a Dance Program for the 5th

~and 6th grade children and the need for a tultion fee for those

classes. Dancing Instructors are underpaid at $6 per session.
We cannot secure new teachers at this rate. A tultion charge
of $2.00 would enable us to expand the program without an in-
crease in total departmental expenditures over receipts.

Questions were ralised as follows:

Can or will the P.T.A. underwrite this program?

Is a 10¢ fee per lesson feasible?

What effect on our attendance if we charge a fee?

It was agreed to make this program avallable to
those who requested it and to make no decision as to fees
until our next meeting. '

Ad Journment at 9:25 P. M.

Respectfully submitted,
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MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
HELD MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1954

Members present: Ma}). William J. McCarthy, Chairman
Mr. Irs M. Conant
Mrs. Worthing L. West
Mr. James E. Murphy
Mr.. Joseph Selden .
Mr. C. Evan Johnson, Commissioner
The meeting was called to order at 7:45 P.M.

1. Mrs. Willis Stone, Mrs. C. Everett Kinchla and Mrs.
Damiano Ciccariello, a commlittee of three parents from the
Charlemont section of Newton Highlands, appeared for a group.
of petitioners from that area requesting that a play area be
constructed for younger children in the Charlemont section.

Baslically they stated as follows:
There are approximately 160 children of elementary
school age represented.
Newton Highlands playground 1s over one mile away.
The area 1s growing. Available land will soon be
bought up for development.
Older boys at present are able to make use of the
facilities at the Working Boys'! Home.

Mr. Johneson was instructed to make a study of the
area a8s to possible site for a playground with Mr. Schiavone,
also to consider the prospect of some avallable land from the
City Infirmary. '

Ms jor McCarthy thanked the committee for their ex-
cellent presentation and informed them that we would keep them
informed of our progress. The Committee was then excused.

2. The minutes of the June 2lst meeting were approved.

3. The record of the informal meeting of September 27th
was reviewed and discussed.

4. Playground Development in the area of River Street and
Lexington Street (near the Pine Street Dump.)

It was voted to explore this area with the intent to
submit a request to the Honorable Mayor and Board of Aldermen
of the City that certain lands now held by the City be reserved
for future vlayground development. ’

5. Halloween Planning has been most satlsfactory and we
look for some very excellent party celebratlon.

2¥3909
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6. Learn to Dance Programs.

Mr. Johnson reported on charges in other communities
He reviswed the cost problem for instructors.

It was voted thet instructional fees be fixed at 10¢
per lesson or $1.00 for the series and that a registration fee
of 50¢ be made in a1l classes. The 50¢ fee should be designated
as a party fee to cover the costs of the open house program at
the end of the series.

Instructors rates were inereased to $8.00. Pianists
rates were increased to $4.00.

7. lLong Renge Planning.

Reviewing the development plens started 1in 1948, we
have seen the completmmrof the Hawthorn Building Project and
two Tollet Bulldings constructed at Cold Spring and Allison
Park respectively. :

We still need adeduate facilities as follows:

Warming House and tolilets at Auburndale and at -
Bulloughs Pond.

Fileld House at Albemarle Playground

Toilet facilitles at Edmands Park.

Development of Newton Highlands Playground.
Maintenance Workshop.

8. Related Development.

Emerson School Playground - An appropriation has been
requested by the Bullding Department for necessary funds to
complete this playground. These grcunds are a school yard.

Meadowbrook Junior High School will need playfield
development. There is money included in the Bulldings Bonds
for this project.

The School Devartment has requested an appropriation
for development of the play area at the Countryside School.

The West Newton Community Center has moved thelr
activities to the Davis School. They have given up the Portable
Building and steps have been tsken to have it removed. The
Engineering Department has been requested to draw plans for
the development of the Davis School Playground.

It was suggested that a request be made for the de-
velopment of the Moffatt Road Playground Area.

A suggestion was made that we take steps to draw
up a 5-year development plan for Reereation.
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It was recommended that our No.lproject for 1955 ghall
be 8 Field House and Tollets at Albemarle. _

9. Budget.

There should be 1ittle increase in our normal operating
budget for 1955. The increase in salaries granted on October 1,
1954 will be reflected in our budget and we must consider an
upward swing in the rates for Recreation Leeders and Asslstants.

10. ”Baseball

A complalint was lodged that umpires were not checking
the conditions of baseball flelds as they should. This refers
particularly to bases ’

“The eligibility clause for Players was amended to
etate that a player must play in 30 full innings' to be eligible
for play= offs

11. Basketball.

Mr. Murphy recommended that we make use of a Refresher
Course for Basketball officials. That theré &are outstanding
officials in this area who would be willing to contribute
their services to this program.

12. Giple' Henderaft.

Miss Forbush has indicatéd that she wotuld like to
submit a new list on materials for handcraft for our summer

- program,

- The meeting adjourned at 9:45 P.M,

Respectfully submitted,

ey309
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MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING -
HELD ON NOVEMBER 15, 1954

‘Members present were: Maj. William J.MeCarthy, Chairman
: Ira M. Conant
Mrs. Worthing L. West
James E. Murphy
Joseph Selden
C. Evan Johnson, Commisslioner
The minutes of the October meeting were epproved ss recorded.

1. CHARLEMONT PLAYGROUND NEEDS. Serious investigation was made
at the Charlemont section for the purpose of providing play
space for the children in the neighborhood. Study was made

of the location at the corner of Goddard and Christina St.

and 1t is recommended that the use of this land be transferred
temporarily to the Recreation Department and that 1t be de-
veloped as a TOT lot.

Mr. Selden had indicated the avallability of certalin lands
off Stephen Place off Winchester St. and adjoining Green #2 at
the Charles River Country Club. This land is listed under the
name of Grace C. French, Section 54, Block 45, Lot 14 area
129,000 square feet, It is recommended that thls area be taken
by eminent domain or that purchase be negotlated and that this-
land be held for future playground development.

2. PINE ST. WEST NEWTON - The Commission voted to recommend to
his Honor, Meyor Howard Whitmore, Jr. that:

(a) Section 41, Block 44 Lot 57, area 291,709 square
feet owned by the City of Newton and the site of the
Pine St. dump be diverted and held for playground
development. .

(b) Section 41 Block 44 Lot 58, area l9 058 sﬁuare feet
to be acquired from Mark Moran heirs or devisees for
playground use. -

(¢) Section 41 Block 44 Lot 41, area 91,520 square feet
be acquired from Margaret Maloney for playground use.

It is hoped that thile area may eventually be developed
into a large community pleyground with facilitiee as follows:

Baseball Dlamond
Little League Diamond
Softball dlamond
Children's play &rea
Football fleld

Tennlis courts

Outdoor skating area
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3. ALBEMARLE PLAYGROUND - The Commissloner was requested to

develop plans for an adequate playground building to meet the
needs at Albemarle playground, this bullding to include

necessary toilet facilities, club room or field house facili-

ties, plus storage facilitles for equipment and work tools.

Thege facilitles are to be available for the use of the F. A.

DAY JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL physical educational groups and

athletic teames during the school year, and for general recreational
activities at other times.

It wes recommended that the Newton School Department be
invited to share in the planning for and the costs of this con-
gstruction, ‘

4. PRELIMINARY BUDGET FOR 1955 - The Commission approved a
preliminary budget of $252,481.67. The commission discussed
all sections and items of the proposed budget and approved the
recommendstions of the Commissioner. The budget as approved
does not include major items of capital expenditure, three of
which are listed in items 1, 2 and3.

5.-CARE & ALTERATIONS ACCOUNT - Major McCarthy requested that a
breskdown of expenditures for each school yard or school play-
ground be kept on record and that total expenditures for main-
tensnce work on school yards and playgrounds be so listed as
part of the Annual Report.

6 - QUESTION - MR. MURPHY - “Why does the Recreation Depart-
ment pay charges for Janitor's services in our neighborhood
centre program end for power, heat and 1light when we may not
charge to the School Dept. for the malntenance work on the
gchool yards and school pleygrounds?"

7 - EDEN AVE. PLAYGROUND DEVELOPMENT. Approved - Voted to
request the Engineering Department to draw up final plans for
this development pending the removal of the old portable school
building. It was also voted to request such speclal appropria-
tion as may be needed to contract for this development as soon
as possible. '

8§ - USE OF PLAYGROUND LANDS FOR SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT. The question
wag pailsed as to why the Recreation Commission is not called
into consultation when plans are being made for the use of
Recreation lands as site locations for new schools.

g - NEIGHBORHOOD CENTRE DANCE CLASSES - The program is proving
very effective. The registration fees have been collected from
all but one school and it is expected that the P.T.A. may under-
write that particular school. The fees collected will be
gufficient to offset the increased costs of instruction for
these classes.

ey09




10 - Mr. Conant requested that a preliminary plan and cost
analyslis for the construction of a playground at the Moffat
Road area shall be drawn up.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 P.M.

Regpectfully submltted,

281
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MINUTES OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
HELD MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1954

Members present were: MaJ). William J. McCarthy, Chalrman
Mr. Ira M. Conant
Mrs. Worthing L. West
Mr. James E. Murphy
Mr. Joseph Selden
Mr. €. Evan Johnson, Commisslioner

The minutes of the November Meeting were approved.
1. Budget for 1955

The 1955 Recreation Department Budget has been submitted
to His Honor, Mayor Howard Whitmore, Jr. in the amount of

$252,481.67.

Request has been made to purchase Kut-Kwick Brush Cutter
out of 1954 Budget. ‘

Request for 5-gaeng mower can be reduced to request for
3-gang mower.

There may be difficulty in Part-Time Directors account
as we are planning for increases and adjustments.

It was indicated that approximatelﬂ $6000 would be
returned to Treasurer at the end of 1954 Budget Year.

The largest item here would be about $4000 from the
Maintenance Account since much hurricane repalr was charged
to labor in this account.

2. The Commission was invited to attend the Eastern Mass.
Recreation Assoclation Board Members meeting at the Hotel
Beaconsfield on Tuesday evening, January 11, 1955 at 7:00 P.M.

3, Report on a meeting with the Newton Park Commission

during December. The Park Commisslion suggested that they
would be pleased to meet in Joint sesslion with the Recreation
Commission in order to clarify the status and duties of the
new Park Commission in relation to the Recreation Commission.

Suggested that the School Committee be invited to share
in this meeting. Consensus indicated that 1t would be more
advisable to consider the School Committee invitation at a
later date.

The Recrestion Commission extends a cordial invitation
to the Park Commission to meet in joint sesslion on January 17,

1955.

eyo09
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L, Charlemont-

Mr. Johnson was instructed to secure approximate costs
to be assessed for taking of lands belonging to Grace French
off Stephens Place in the Charlemont section and report at the
next meeting. Question of a Public Hearing on this taking
would be decided after all the information in regard to costs
and needs 1s availsble.

Mr. Johnson wag instructed to proceed with a request for
temporary use of land at corner of Christina and Goddard
Streets as a Tot lot and to proceed to make 1t savallable for
Spring use when permission is grante@z

5. Pine Street Dump

On the basis of recommendations made at the November
meeting, a conference was held with His Honor Mayor Howard
Whitmore, Jr. in regard to securing these areas for future
Pleyground Development.

Mayor Whitmore suggested that the Commission withhold
its request at this time but that we place on record our
interest in acquiring these lots (#57-58-41) for Playground,
purposes.

It was indicated that there may be other groups in this
section who are interested in this property.

Mr. Johnson indicated that any communication concerning
Playground Development at Pine Street would also go to Mr.
Willard 8. Pratt who has been appointed coordinator between
Departments concerning development plans.

6. Requirements for 1955 - Grounds Construction.

The items approved for Construction during 1954 in the
Strect Department Budget are requested to be carried over as
follows.

West Newton Common Tennlis Court - No work done.

F. A. Day Junler High - Blacktop- No work done.

Stezarns School - Driveway & Right of Way - No work done
Levi Warren Junlor Hligh - Extenslon of Field - Some work
Albemarle Playground - Extenslon - Some work.

Items reaquested for 1955 are as follows:

Boyd Park Eliminate tennis courts :

& construction $10,200
Victory Fileld Eliminate tennis courts

& construction 4,500
Angler Playground Finlish construction of playground 12,500

Lyons Playground Complete playground construction 25,500
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Eden Avende Playground-Complete playground construction 20,500

Stearns School ‘ Rebulld playground . . 12,000
Upper Falls Close off Penn Ave. entrance 1,000
Richardson Cross Walk 1,000
Albemarle Rebuild road, curbing, complete

grading & seeding 35,000

Montclair Realty Trust Land - Complete playground _
development, including construction
of Moffat Road to Beacon street = 50,000

It was suggested in letter to the Street Commissioner
that Items approved for 1954 be carried over to 1955 and that
all items spproved be constructed under contract. ..

It was voted that the Commissioner request cnnstrdction
of proper street at Albemarle Playground and at Moffat Road.

7. Building Program Review.

The long range bullding program of 1948 included the
following. , :

1948 - Hawthorn Building . $25,000
1950 - Bullough's Pond Building . 50,000
1951 - Lyons Playground Bullding . 75,000
1951 - High School Bleachers 15,000
——_, 1952 - Albemarle Playground Building 100,000

| The only projects which have been completed are the
Edwin O. Childs Recreation Center at Hawthorn Playground and
the Comfort Station and Storage Bulldings at Cold Spring

\\\?1ayground and Allison Park.

It was sgreed that a letter would be forwarded to His
Honor, Mayor Howard Whitmore, Jr. stating our needs for
Buildings Construction with speeciflic concern for the need of
an adequate Field House at the Albemarle Playground as our
#1 requirement and with special concern for the needs of a
proper maintenance shop and yard.

8. Skating Progran.

There was discussion of available skating areas in
Newton and our approach to the problem of providing adequate
skating areas. :

9. Winter sports and Activitles Program.
Basketball Leagues - There will be three leagues playing

at night st the Bigelow Junior High School and at the Edwin
0. Childs Recreation Center.

2YY09




There is a possibility of two Midget Leagues to Play on
Thursday Afternoons and Ssturday mornlings.

Dancing Program - All groups ‘are well organized and
attanded

Girls' Crafts Program is active at 6 areas.

Boys' Crafts Program 1s active at 5 areas.

Adult Progrem as follows:

 Community Chorus

Newton Badminton Club

Newton Archers

Mothers Groups (2)

Furniture Refinishing

MetalWork (2)

Townline Pottery (2)
January Meeting Date - January 17, 1955
Meseting adjourned at 9:25 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
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