Newton Recreation Commission Meeting

January 19, 1976

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, Vice-

Chairman Francis V. Rice, Mrs. Josephine Pepper, Messers Howard Ferguson,
Paul Burke, Nelson Baker and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary.

Meeting convened at 7:55 PM, Minutes of the December 1975 meeting were accepted as
circulated.

A-

Commissioner's Revorts: copies of the monthly attendance figures for all

Recreation programs, maintenance reports and copies of those meetings and
events attended by the Commissioner during the past month, were distributed.

Commissioner Halloran reported on the progress of Joe Taranto, Assistant
Recreation Foreman who had been taken ill suddenly in December and has been
in the hospital recoving from surgery. Frank Shea, the regular foreman had
been on vacation but came back to work immediately. Joe is much improved and
hopes to be back at work shortly.

Mr. Halloran reported that Jim Murphy, Senior Recreation Supervisor, had been
taken to Newton Wellesley Hospital in an emergency, from this Department on
January 5th, and was still there. He is sorely missed, Mr. Halloran says.
His work, spirit, and courage, have been an inspiration to the entire
departiment. He has now been moved into a private room on the 3rd floor, room
#372, and can now receive visitors.

The second tennis registration for indoor tennis took place at Newton South
High School on January 17th and 300 slots are filled, with a waiting list of
30 additional names. The Commissioner said that the word he received was
that the operation was "smocoth, efficient and well run'".

Reports on the Holiday Christmas party for the Department, run by Jim Murphy,
at the Needham Motor Inn, were that everyone had a great time. Former Comm.
Evan Johnson attended for the first time since he retired, and former Mayor
Howard Whitmore, was alsoc present.

Consideration of East Little League request for renaming of East Little League

Field in memory of Jay Gordon: Stan Berkowitz and Lester Hshan, current
members, and former associates of Mr. Gordon's, came before this Commission
to suggest that this field be name in memorial of this dedicated Youth
leader, Jay Gordon. He was their founder & first President. He was always
available and active in sports for youth. As both Paul Burke and Howard
Ferguson commented, they both recalled his activities in the Babe Ruth also.

Aware, prior to this meeting, of this impending request, Commissioner HEalloran
toock the opportunity of contacting the Newton City Solicitor by written memo,
to determine the legal ramifications, as seen by the Legal’Department.

The City Solicitor verbally informed Mr. Halloran that the Commission does
have the authority to name portions of a park, i.e. baseball fields, etc., as
long as the Recreation Department normally has control of the overall area.

This legal fdpinion was rveinfored in person by the Solicitor, who came into
this Recreation Commission meeting at 8:50 PM to confirm this information.
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After discussion, and being aware that this will likely bring forth many

similar requests and appeals for honorarium, Mrs. Pepper motioned that the

Newton East Little League field be named in honor of Jay Gordon and that the

president of Little League be responsible for the dedication etc, of this
. field. Mr, Ferguson seconded this, and it was so moved unanimously.

Mr. Halloran commented that it would be a pleasure to work with anyone from
the League if he can be of assistance.

Mr. Ferguson said, at this time, he would like to request that consideration be
given on the February Commission meeting agenda for the naming of the Auburndale
playground in order of Del Ryan. (He said that a petition has come up on this
in the past but no action could be teken at that time)

C. Sport League eligibility for 1976: Prior to this meeting, Commissioner Halloran
met with Supervisor William Barry, Bob Wilcox;, Fran Towle & Carol Stapleton, of
the softbaall and baskethall leagues of Newton, to review the rules which were
used last year and a copy of the new proposed rules for this year. Only one
major change was seriously considered and that was to include full-time City
employees, a full-time teacher or school personnel, working the regular school
schocl year.

Mr. Ferguson moved that the Recreation Commission accept the Recreation softball
eligibility rules for 1976, as proposed, to include the clause regarding school
personnel and it was so moved unanimously.

D.. Ice Fishing at Crystal Lake: Commissioner Halloran stated that he was very
concerned with regard to ice fishing on the Lake. It is a large lake of approx.
' 30 acres - which is difficult to patrol. His primary concern is, of course,

public safety for the greatest number. Since there are over a thousand skaers
and probably 4 or 5 ice-fishermen, his first concern is for the safety of the
gkaters, amny of which are children.

Relative to his concern, he has requested a ruling by the City Solicitor, as to
who may determine the rules for control of Crystal Lake. At this time, the City
Solicitor has temporarily ruled that Commissioner Halloran has the power to say
what use the Lake may be put too. With this in mind, the Commissioner, in his
concern for public safety, has ruled to prohibit ice fishing on the Lake. (He
will await a final ruling from the Solicitor, but he would like to have the
feeling of the Commission at this time also)

In support of Commissioner Halloran's stand, Nelson Baker moved that the Recreation
Commission prohibit ice fishing and that signs be posted, so stating, until such
time as the City Solicitor provides a final ruling. This was so moved unanimously.

E. Equestrian School: Mr. Robert Banker has been in contact with Chairman Dr.
Levine and says that he will be in contact again shortly.

F. New Business:

1. Reminder of Rules and Regulations of Commission, in that notice of
the Annual Election is to be held in March - notice of which will be
l ineluded on the February agenda. The secretary was also directed to

send a copy of the rules & regulations of the Recreation Commission,
to all Commission members this coming momth.
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Budeget for the Department will be reviewed by the Mayor, Commissioner

Halloran reported, some time in February and thereafter it will go
to the Board of Aldermen for action within 60 days.

Mrs. Pepper inquried if the budget reguests include additional
lighting for skating at Crystal and Bulloughs where, she had
noted, there are dark spots in the middle. (Note: Request for
additional lighting funds were not included in this upcoming
budget, and at this late date it would be too late to amend the

figures.

Parking lot at Auburndale: It was cobserved that this parking lot

is very dark. Since no plans are current to provide a regular lighting
system, Commissioner Halloran suggested that it might be a conceivable
plan to install some type of security light that would provide a
safeguard to those who use the lot. Budget figures include re=
surfacing of this area but not lighting, the Commissioner reported.

Meeting adjourned at 9:47 PM,

ml

Respectfully submitted

Marjorie Lesbirel
Secretary
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MEETING - February 23, 1976

Present: Commissioner Russell J, Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D. Levine, Vice-

Chairman, Francis Rice, Messers. Paul Burke, Howard Ferguson, Nelson
Baker, Ms. Judith Dean, Mrs. Josephine Pepper and Mar jorie Lesbirel,
Secretary. (Mr. Frank Fitzpatrick was unable to attend due to a
business meetint).

Meeting called to order by Chairman at 7:40 P.M.

1-

2

3.

Minutes of January meeting: Commissioner Halloran requested that the minutes
include the information that Fran Towle and Carol Stapleton attended the meeting
on sport league eligibility for 1976, and will be so recorded. Accepted with
this correction.

Reports: Regular reports of programs, attendance, maintenance and Commissioner's

reports of activities attended were provided for the group. Additional, the
Commissioner reported on the following:

A. That days of ice skating thisyear, broke the record with 32 total days,
the largest number of days, it was estimated, in 15 years.

B. That new programs will soon be opening at NNHS, which will include for
the first time, golf instruction and a Water Safety Instructor course.

C. That the Recreation Department jeep, which unfortunately went through the
ice into about 3 feet of water, after clearning snow for skating at
Bullough's Pond, when the driver went beyond a danger sign, was removed
by noon of the same day, and was now being checked for any necessary
repairs, & a result of this accident.

D. That the Department is currently working on field requests for spring
sports leagues, etc. A questionnaire has been prepared and mailed to
non-school users, such as Little League, Gal's League, etc.
Consideration of a proposal by Mr. William D. Mone with regard to the old Peirce
School Site: Mr. Mone, in his presentation to the Commission members, recommended

that the soon to be vacated school and land area, be converted into ¢pen space
for recreation, demolishing the school and thereby increasing the overall area.

He feels that there is little area in the general neighborhood for children to
play beyond this area. In fact, he says, most children in that area, already
play and learn to ride bikes, etc., right on the parking area as it 13 Now.

They play street hockey and other impromptu games after school and during vaca-
tions, rather than travel through bury West Newton Square. If the school were
rased and area filled up, an attractive area of open space would be provided for
all.

Mr. Tisheler, another neighber, and Mr., Eugene Cronin, former Alderman, sub-
scribed wholeheartedly to his suggestions.

This group will be meeting with the City Planning Department to make this same
recommendationi. The City Planner is exploring several possible uses however;
one possibility being housing on this 1 3/k acre area, with a part of this area
as a tot lot.

Mr. Mone did request that the Recreation Commission go on record, in some way, to
indicate their feeling with regard to the area, and also provide the City Planner
with this information.

The Commission voted unanimously on a motion made by Mr. Paul Burke { seconded by
Mr. Howard Ferguson), recommending that the Recreation Commission go on record
in favor of the entire old Peirce School site being considered as open space for

recreation,
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A letter will be mailed to the City Planning Director, with a copy to Mr. William

Mone, 12 Westfield Road, West Newton. He can then inform Mr. Gerald Tishler of

24 Westfield Road, West Newton, and Mr. Eugene Cronin of 343 Highland Avenue, West
. Newton, the other gentleman of the area, who attended this meeting.

Mr. Burke also mentioned to Mr., Mone and the Commission, that in the event that
City wants more input into various proposals for the area, that there would most
likely be a Public Hearing.

L, Marilyn Sicurella came before the Commisgsion for two items:

A, Recommendation for a Memorial Tree, to be planted in memory of Lynn Arthur,
former Recreation Commission member, now deceased. (It was decided by Mrs.
Sicurella, to hold this for the time being, as it wasn't fully decided what
recommendation they would collectively make). Please include in March agenda.

B. League Eligibility Rules: Mrs. Marilyn Sicufella and Mrs. Nancy Bartley, who,
in the recent issues of the local papers, have presented '"letters to the
Editor" protesting league eligiblity rules recently approved by the Commission.
Both of these ladies also wrote to the Chairman of the Recreation Commision
detailing their dissatisfaction with sport league rules (letters were made
available to the entire Commission at this meeting).

Their chief complaint was with regard to the rule which allowed former legal
residents of Newton to continue to play in this league, providing they played
in the league prior to 1975 and were eligible at that time, or, if a Newton
resident moves out of Newton during the current season, he/she may complete
the season.

As private citizens, they listed several reasons for these protests, such as:

feel that outsiders should be recruited for play, or that a semi-profess-

l 1. That this recreation league is for the tax payers of Newton and they do not
ional league should be encouraged.

2. That the reason why non-residents have been playing ball is because the
rules have never been enforced and that violations have been geing on for
vears without penalties from supervisors and that the Recreation Commiss-
ion is compounding the situation by passing an unfair and weak rule.

3. That since the Mayor is presenting a zero budget increase, that there is a
probability that Recreation recreational opportunities may have to be
limited.

4., That they were, in fact, unhappy with the decision made last year at the
time this rule was considered regarding non-residents, according to rule
#5, but since the rosters were all made out, they felt they would allow
the men's league a vear to purge themselves of illegal players.

Mr. Halloran reported that prior to the last Commission meeting in January, he
met with the supervisors of both the men and women's softball and sports leagues
Fran Towle, Carol Stapleton, Bill Barry and also Bob Wilcox of both basketball
and softball leagues, to review the rules proposed for this year. At that time,
the only change was to include full-time City of Newton employees or a full-time
teacher or school personnel, working the regular school year. However, if the
time comes that it is proven that Newton residents are being deprived from
participation, my position on this would change drastically.

ission, it was decided to accept the rules proposed for 1976, and include the
clause regarding School personnel (at the January 1976 meeting of the
Commission),

l On a motion moved by Mr. Ferguson, and voted unanimously by the entire Comm-
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Mr. Halloran also mentioned that the only change was the 1975 freeze, and that it
was anticipated that these rules would be re-evaluated each year. He also in-

quired of the two ladies protesting these rules, if they had experienced any
. problems to which they responded that they had not; he also asked if the rule

deprived anyone from playing and they said no.

Other people present were invited to comment, as Mr. Burke suggested that everyone
should have an opportunity to present their opinion before the Commission made
any comments.

Spectator comments as follows:

Mr. Bob Wilcox: He approved the feeling of the rules since he felt that friend-
ships established in these leagues were one of the most important
items to consider. Many of these men have played together 15 or
more year, ta few of these have moved to outside areas), and he
says that it's hard for a 40 year old guy to begin in a new area
with 18 year old kids.

He also questioned the presence of "ringers'", as implied about
pitchers being recruited. Most of their pitchers have been there
at least 5 years, some as long as 15.

Mr. John Webber: While he has no special interest in these leagues, he wanted to
go on record in favor of residents only.

Mr. Bob Hunt: He hoped for allowance for 1975 rosters would remain, since he
was one of the ones whe did live out of the City, although he
worked for the City Engineering Department. He felt that the
element of "diminishing return'" would gradually take care of

all non-resident players.
l Terry Morris: Alderman Morris spoke on this issue, but said he was not primarily
interested in whether they were residents or not, his concerns

were - money, time and recreation., If this concern was only for
taxpayers of Newton, it would eliminate all renters from recre-
ation, as well as senior citizens. He also felt that equal time
on the lighted softball field was a real issue to the women, and
finally he questioned the concept of competition as described by
the women as semi-professionalsm, and suggested that the leagues
might consider eliminating all competitive play, and just play
for recreation, with playoffs or champions, etec. (Since he is

a coach for softball, volleyball and basketball, he is aware of
intense competition).

He also felt that social aspects were involved, and that just
because you moved out of the City, you do not sever relation-
ships with friends.

A possible alternative to offset the non-taxpayers would be to
make some additional charge for the league player from outside
the City.

Mrs. Bartley spoke up at this point, and said there was no problem as far as use
of the lighted field went, that Mr. Halloran had given them anything that they
wanted.

Mrs., Bartley also asked Mr, Halloran if he had checked with Jim Salter, the
Mayor's Administrative Assistant, as Mr, Salter didn’'t agree with non-residents
being allowed in -~ and that he should check with Mr. Salter before taking any
action on this.

At this point, Mr. Burke spoke up to say that Mr. Salter, like every citizen of
Newton has a right to his opinion, but that he cannot dictate to the Recreation
Commission.



5.

“lm 7 \1/]

Mr. Burke also inquired if Mrs., Bartley and Mrs. Sicurella were representing the
Wonten's Leagues = and they replied that they were not, that they spoke as indi-
viduals,

It was inquired of Marty Lucente, of the Mens Softball League, if the men's
leagues had problems, or felt that anyone was deprived. Mr. Lucente assured
them there was no problem, in fact, sometimes they had difficulty getting a
full roster.

Mrs. Sicurella's final comment was that the rules should be egual for all.

Discussion by the Recreation Commisgion followed and Mrs. Pepper said that at
the last meeting she had not really understood the motion made, and now would
like to recind her voite of the January meeting. Sinee this was impossible,
she moved as follows:

"Change Rules 5 and 6 to read — that all levels of all leagues - only
legal residents of Newton be eligible to play for recreation teams.
If a player, while playing for a team, moves out of the City, that
player may finish that sports season only, and not be eligible for
further participation in that, or any other sport in the City of
Newton'.

Voted as follows:

Mr. Baker opposed Mrs. Pepper agreed
Mr. Ferguson opposed Mr. Rice opposed
Ms. Dean agreed Mr. Burke opposed

Motion defeated - therefore, rules 5 and 6, as agreed by the Recreation
Commission, at their January, 1976 meeting, will remain in effect.

Final comments were - that the Commission intended to review this eligiblity each
year as planned previously. Mrs. Bartley also said that she was not through with
this question as yet, and when she came back to the Commission, she will have
"done her homework',

Community School Programs vs. Recreation Department Programs: Background infor-

mation provided by Commissioner Halloran was, that in response to a long-range
projection of programs, provided some time ago, at the request of the Executive
Department, he received a telephone call from the Mayor inquiring about possible
duplication of services,

The Community School Commission is a fairly new Commission, created within the -
last two (2) years. Mr. Fitzpatrick formerly represented the Recreation
Commission, and now, Mrs. Dean is the representative. Human Services Department
also has a representative, butthe Commission is now completely autonomous.

To avoid any duplication of activities, Commissioner Halloran said, and to have
worthwhile programs funded and implemented, ideally programs of a recreational
nature should be handled by the Recreation Department.

Since this was the original purpose of the Recreation Commission founded in 1913,
the Commissioner wants to be sure that the Department provides leisure time
activities and does not neglect the duties set forth to them, for programs.

There are some vague lines as to services between Recreation and Community School.
Commissioner Halloran is particularly anxious that Recreation fulfill their re-
sponsibility, but neither he nor Judy Dean, the Community School representative,
anticipate any problems.

Ms. Dean mentioned, in particular, that Commissioner Halloran's handling of recre-
ation at the schools, was familiar and agreeable to School authorities, and that
he was always accessible if any problems arose on any program, She said, that at
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this time, especially, with both the Aldermen and the School Committee concerned
about any possible duplication of services, it was appropos that Recreation pro-

vide recreation! Mr. Halloran mentioned also that Alderman Richmond had mentioned
. a concern about this when he spoke with him recently.

Mr, Burke called to the attention of the Commission the fact that at the time,
consideration was being given to the formation of the Community School Commission,
that, those on that original committee had been quite concerned about any possible
duplication of services. Since he was one of the Committee members, he spoke from
experience,

Commissioner Halloran said that Community Schools had not been funded for leader-
ship and custodial costs last year and that funding for these items had been
handled by the Recreation Department. The Commissioner indicated a willingness

to cooperate, of course, but reminded the members present that there is no funding
for Community School programs beyond July 1st of this year.

6. Discussion of Capital Improvement Program Budget: Commissioner Halloran reported
that after a review of the proposed budget, the Mayor had cut the CIP Budget to
$150,000.00. If the Commission will not set those priorities which they feel
most appropriate, he can then inform the Executive Department what these projects
will cover.,

Cne of the prime projects, of course, is the lighting at Albemarle, of a Multi-
purpose sports area. Mr., Baker, in reference to the possible contracting for
work, inquired if contracting services might be pumped back into the City ~ but
unfortunately this could not be guaranteed, since this would be handled through
the Purchasing Department, and according to bid would be let to whatever con-
tractor that could offer the best bid - and not necessarily a Newton contractor.

Mr. Baker,also mentioned the need at Ward School, which is in his area, for
l drainage and resealing of the tennis courts.

Mrs. Pepper was concerned about tennis courts for Burr Schocl in her area.

Mr. Burke said that it was the Recreation Commission's duty, at this time, to do_
Recreation wise - what is best for the entire City, not be portions. He also
asked Commissioner Halloran if he could make recommendations that might help
them to make the best decisions.

Mr. Halloran responded that he did have two separate plans for their consideration.

PI‘AN I"IAH
Newton Highlands Drainage % 30,000.00
Burr School - 2 Tennis Courts $ 30,000,00
Richardson - 2 Tennis Courts $ 30,000.00
Qak Hill Lights $ 3,000,00
North High - Bleacher repairs $ 2,500.00
Ward School drainage $ 2,000.00
Path for Life Course at Auburndale ¢ 6,000,00
Carr School Lights $ 3,000,00
Gath Pool Sensor $ 8,000,00
Burr Park Driveway paving $ 3,500.00
Repair Auburndale Parking Lot $ 8,000.00
Renovate Cabot Park Field $ 9,500,C0
Renovate L.L. Field at Newton Centre $ 9,500.00
Crystal Lake Plans $ 10,000.00

. P]’_‘AN IIBI"I
Albemarle Multi-Purpose Lighting $100,000.00
Burr School = 2 Tennis Courts $ 25,000.00

Ward School Drainage $ 4,000.00
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Surfacing Auburndale Parking Lot $ 8,000.00
Path for Life Course at Auburndale $ 6,000,00
North High Bleacher repairs $ 2,500.00
Crystal lake Plans $ 5,500.00
l Discussion followed. Mrs. Pepper wanted to know if it wouldn't be possible to swap

the Burr School tennis courts for Newton Highlands drainage, which she £1t was a
real need.

Others felt that the $100,000,00 for the multi-purpose lighting, on that side of
the City, might be objected to.

Mr. Ferguscn then moved to adopt plan "B" with Mr. Burke seconding. Five (5)
members voted affirmatively, but Mrs. Pepper opposed the vote. Dr. Levine, while
not voting on this motion, indicated that he did not approve either.

As a comment to the Commission afterward, Mr. Burke suggested that before any
final commitiment be made on plans for Crystal Lake, that Commissioner Halloran
check on plans that may already be in existence.

Mr. Halloran said that he would certianly investigate. (Ms. Dean mentioned that
her husband at one time, had prepared plans for Crystal Lake, and that they must
gtill be around). He will check with both the Mayor and staff, to see what
position they take with regard to a committment on Crystal Lake, if agreeable to
the Commission.

Mr. Burke then moved that the Recreation Commission support Commissioner Halloran
on investigating Crystal Lake plans. Five (5) members voted affirmatively, but
Mrs, Pepper abstained,

Report on Budget by Commissioner Halloran: In a brief report, he mentioned that
l in his meeting with the Mayor and Department Heads, they had been informed that

budget cuts will eliminate 133 positions from the overall City budget - including
one (1) Motor Equipment Operator from the Recreation Department budget.

He will be scheduled for the Finance Committee hearing very soon, and will notify
the Commission members as soon as he is notified of the date, If possible, it is
hoped they can schedule their time to also come to this important hearing when it
does come up.

The final Board of Aldermen considerationof this budget will bhe completed some
time after the Finance Committee meeting, but as yet, he has no idea of date or
time,

7. Request by Mr. Ferguson for the Commission to consider naming the Auburndale
playground field in memory of Del Ryan of Auburndale: Known, and familiar to
both Recreation and the general public of Auburndale, for his work as a recre-
ation leader in Auburndale for many years, this suggestion was received with
great enthusiasm.

Mr. Ferguson moved to name the regular baseball or the hardball diamond at
Auburndale, in memory of Del Ryan - seconded by Mr, Rice and unanimously voted
in favor,

8. Notice of Election in March: In accordance with rules and regulations of the
Commigsion, it was announced at this February meeting that election for the
Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be held at the March meeting of the Recreation
Commission,

The Commissioner, Dr, Levine and Mr. Rice met last week with the new owners and
management, Mr, Hawkins, Mr. Ed Barry and Mr. Bob Barry.

l 9, Report and Information on the new ownership of the Charles River Skating Facility:
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Actually very little information came of this meeting since the new owners were
not really prepared to discuss programs, costs or make a proposal, at this time.
Evidently a future proposal may be made (some question of a time swap at the
facility for a City tax abatement was indicated to be of interest to the new
owners — but this would have to be a question for the Assessor's and the Mayor).

Dr, Levine felt that the next move would have to be from the new owners, as far
as City use went.

10. New Business: None was apparant, and Mrs. Pepper moved that the meeting be
adjourned at this time -~ 11:05 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Mar jorie Lesbirel
Secretary




NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
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Minutes - March 15, 1976

Chairman, Francis Rice, Messers. Paul Burke, Howard Ferguson, Nelson

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Dr. Burton D, Levine, Vice-
l Baker, Frank Fitzpatrick, Judith Dean and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary.

Meeting called to order at 7:40 P.M. by Chairman, Dr. Levine.

1. Minutes of February meeting accepted as printed.

2. Reports of attendance - maintenance and Commissioner's reports:‘Printed copies
of each of these reports were presented, prior to the meeting, to each member.

Commissioner Halloran reported that February was a very busy month for the en-
tire Department. The maintenance department is now involved in clearing up

the winter equipment and beginning to prepare for maintenance of spring fields,
readying bleachers, etc. The rest of the department has been working on budget
preparation. The presentation to the Finance Committee, of the Recreation
budget, was made by the Commissioner on this past Saturday morning. Several

of the Commission members and Department personnel were able to accompany him
to this meeting. He said that while no vote was taken at that time, they
seemed favorably inclined to the Departmental needs.

After they make their recommendation, the budget then goes from the Finance
Committee to the full Board of Aldermen, for final action.

3. Outdoor Tennis Rules for 1976 Summer Season: At Commissioner Halloran's invi-
tation, Mr. Ed Fraktman, (who handled the outdoor tennis last year with great
success), came to the meeting tonight to present this coming season's suggestions.

reserved and unreserved courts, for this year. Included in each Commission
member's folder was a copy of a NEW tennis brochure, detailing, not only rules,
etc., but the location of each tennis court, and whether they were reserved

or unreserved courts. This brochure, a completely new concept, would be
available in color, and in addition to the regular summer brochure, to all
interested citizens of Newton.

l Commissioner Halloran presented the proposed rules and regulations for both the

The Commission members questioned briefly Mr, Fraktman, as to his suggestions
for this summer's tennis season and also suggested a few minor changes. One
suggestion was to note that onh the unreserved courts, that the change over time
was to be "on the hour", and on a strictly "first come, first serve basis'.

4. PElection of Chairman and Vice-Chairman: Nominated for Chairman by Mr. Ferguson,
was Francis Rice and seconded by Mr. Baker. Since no further nominations were
made, Mr. Burke moved to close the nominations and Mr, Rice was voted Chairman.

Nominated for Vice-Chairman by Mr. Fitzpatrick was Nelson Baker, seconded by
Mr. Rice. No further nominations were presented, and Judy Dean moved to close
the nominations. Mr. Baker was voted Vice~Chairman,

Dr. Levine now turned over the meeting to the new Chairman, Mr, Rice. Pictures
were taken of the Commission Chairman and Vice-Chairman, taking over from the
former Chairman, Dr. Levine. A presentation of appreciation and recognition of
his service to the City and its people, was made to Dr. Levine at the close of
his chairmanship, of an engraved plaque and gavel, with his name and dates on it.
Another similar engraved plaque and gavel was presented to former Chairman, Paul
J. Burke, since at the time of his retirement from the Chairmanship, no presen-—
tation was made to him. Pictures were also taken of the complete Commission
together.




Report of the discussion of Recreation Department Budget at the Finance Committee

meeting scheduled for Saturday, March 13th. Most of the Commission members

attended this meeting with Mr. Halloran, as well as Carol Stapleton and Mark Licht.
Considered by the Finance Committee of the Board of Aldermen, was the regular
Recresation Department budget - including Capital Improvements.

The Finance Committee asked questions relative to the various items. Of partic-
ular concern to them were the Capital Improvement items - especially the request
for lighting at Albemarle Playground.

Mr. Baker, in referring to this, said that the Aldermanic Committee asked many of
the same questions as had the Commission itself. At the time they had considered
their recommendations to Mr. Halloran on the Capital Improvement program. The
Committee expressed surprise at the extensive use made of the Albemarle area by
Newton citizens. Whether the Finance Committee will favor spending a large sum
of money for one important facility like Albemarle, or whether they decide that
monies for Capital Improvements should be spread out on more projects, remains

to be seen,

Mr. Fitzpatrick commented that the letter sent to each Commission member by Mr.
Halloran was very helpful and that it was his feeling that the budget requests
would pass as presented.

In a lighter vein, Mr. Burke also suggested that later this year, during the
regular outdoor season, it might be a good idea for the Recreation Commission
and/or Recreation Department people, to challenge the Board of Aldermen, to a
softball game at Albemarle, He felt that this would promote, not only good
relations, but also better understanding of the use of the Albemarle sport
facility.

Discussion about limiting large groups for outings and picnics to 300: Mr. Halloran

explained that the reason for limiting these groups, is a problem, not only of
noige and confusion to the abutters, but also of a serious parking problem at
Auburndale. He has prepared a letter draft which he proposed to mail to those
large groups who have previously applied for permits for Auburndale picnic areas,
which would limit groups to never more than 300 at one time.,

Mr. Burke suggested, as an alternative,to Auburndale, that Cold Spring could be
used. He remarked that there was a full baseball field at this facility, plenty
of parking - to the left of the entrance at Cold Spring for approximately 150
cars, and a large area for group picnics. He, on commenting about the lack of
toilet facilities at this park, mentioned that large groups, if they wished,
could hire what is knows as "Johnny-on-the-Spot'", portable, temporary, toilet
facilities - which can be hired.

Mr. Fitzpatrick moved - with Dr. Levine seconding, that the Commissioner use his
discretion when a request for a large group is made for Auburndale, and recommend
Cold Spring, in the event that the group will be over 300. This was voted
unanimously in favor.

New Business: Chairman Rice brought up the face that a letter of resignation from

Community School representatives from the Commission, Judy Dean, had been received
and called for a volunteer to fill this important position., Mr. Baker agreed to
be the new representative but pointed out that he already had a heavy schedule

and there may be some occasional conflict.

Mr. Halloran will notify Mr. Paul Schiman of the Community School Commission that
Mr. Nelson Baker is the new appointee as representative from the Recreation
Commission, to the Community School Commission = this week.




