NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
January 18, 1982

Minutes

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Herbert Bamel,

Vice Chairman Jennie DeVito, Paul Burke, Walter Bernheimer,
Howard Ferguson, Francis Rice, Mrs. Charles Pepper and /-
Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary .

Due to confusion on meeting room, the Commission was forced to
improvise a meeting area in the Public Buildings Department.
Meeting was called convened at 7:45 PM by Chairman Bamel.

Minutes of the December meeting were accepted as circulated.

Reports Qf-atEgpgﬁnce, programs, maintenance, and the report of
the Commissioner's December meetings attended were distributed
to all present.

Commissioner Halloran told the group that Jane Pitt had been nom-
inated by the Major to fill the vacant Commission seat in Ward 7.
She will be interviewed by 2 Committees of the Board of Aldermen
before a final confirmation is made. Although she could not vote,
she was invited to attend this evenings Commission meeting, but
was unable to do so, due to a previous commitment.

Skating has begun. BAuburndale Cove was opened for skating on
Tuesday and Wednesday and Crystal Lake on Thursday. However,

it snowed and there is now an accumulation of 14 inches of snow
on the surface. Unfortunately, with only 8 inches of ice, it is
not safe to put equipment onto the ice to remove the snow. Add-
itionally, the snow forms an insulation, effectively preventing
additional ice buildup. As soon as it is possible snow will be
¢leared and skating reopened. Bullough's Pond is experiencing
problems due to salt runoff which is preventing ice formation.
It looks doubtful that there will be skating on this area for
some time.

Surrounding towns, the Commission was informed, generally do
not have supervised skating on natural ponds, nor do they have
any maintenance of skating areas.

Not including any maintenance costs, supervision so far has cost
$209.58 and skating permits or day passes sold came up to a total
of $267.00. (This included a few season passes which bring the
total up temporarily). '

Recreation budget presentation and recommendations based upon the
budget ceiling set forth by the Executive Department. Commissioner
Halloran provided each Commission member with a complete, proposed
budget in an enclosed report booklet form. This contained not only
figures for the proposed budget but also full explanations of
additions, changes or cuts.

Mr. Halloran carefully went over each step in this proposed budget,’
item by item, stopping as often as necessary to give response to
any particular question asked by any member.
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While cuts of $73,286.00 plus $7,922.00 which must alsc be
absorbed for step raises due in the coming year to Department
members, for a total of $81,208.00 were made in this million
dollar budget, Commissioner Halloran told the Commission mem-
bers that it was conceivable that the Bepartment would be
called upon tc make additional cuts. Additional cuts would
have to include not only program and maintenance but personnel.

Of particular concern to Chairman Bamel - as well as the other
members of the Commission is the lack of any Capital Improve-
ment funds. This will be the third year without CIP due to
zero based budgets. As Mr. Bamel reminded everyone, without
funds to make major repairs or replace equipment, gradually
facilities are bound to deteriorate. Commissioner Halloran
said that he too was very concerned about this and alsc that
the Department had been unable to purchase any new motorized
equipment to replace some of the older and unreliable trucks.
Mr. Halloran said that he would certainly bring this to the
attention of the Executive Department when he met with them.

Commissioner Halloran also told the members that the planned
Cold Spring improvements and plans, he had been informed,
would likely begin this coming Spring depending upon action
taken by the Board of Aldermen. Federal funding which is
available matched by City funding must be implemented soon
or lost.

One other consideration for a possible budget cut, but rejected,
was the elimination of all tennis supervision, where during the
Summer, courts at North and South High Schools lighted courts
and clay courts at Newton Centre and Burr Park, are reserved
and supervised through a paid pass permit. Commissioner Hall-
oran did not advocate this cut since it is an income producing
program. Mr. Bamel agreed that it didn't make sense to stop
coverage when a good income from the program was being sus-
tained, particularly when this was a very visable group on
courts and shows a good use of a facility.

As discussion seemed to be complete at this time Paul Burke
moved to accept the recommended budget as presented by Comm-
issioner Halloran, seconded by Mx. Bernheimer and so voted
unanimously.

Mr. Halloran again repeated that it was entirely possible that
the Department may be called upon to make more cuts.

Jennlie DeVito inquired about the possibility of the Recreation
Department in these difficult budget times being asked to ab-
sorb some other Department's now operating in the City.

Commissioner Halloran responded that the Department is always
willing to assume additional responsibility as long as the
Department had sufficient funding to implement any additional
duties. At this time he has not been apprcached on this sub-
ject, he reported.

Next meeting will be held on February 22 due to the celebration
of George Washington's Birthday on the 3rd Monday of the month
when the Commission usually meets.

Respectfully submitted,

Marjorie Lesbirel
Secretary
jEd




NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
February 22, 1982

Minutes

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Herbert R.

Bamel, Paul J..Burke, Francis Rice, Howard Ferguson
and Marjorie Lesbirel, Secretary. The Commission also
welcomed new member, Jane Pitt from Ward 7.

Also attending this meeting were Fran Towle, Deputy Commissioner
from the Recreation Department and Chief Supervisor, Carol Staple-
ton. Members of the Mass. Bay Community College recreation class
attended to observe this Commission Meeting.

Minutes of the January meeting were accepted as circulated.

Reports of maintenance, program and Commissioner's reports of
activities and events attended during the past mongh were dis-
tributed to all members. '

Commissioner Halloran reported the following information:

A. Skating this season was pretty limited due to uncertain
weather conditions.

Bullough's Pond did not open at all due to open water -
probably due to salt runoff from nearby roads, Crystal
Lake was open 1 day for skating and Ware's Cove in Auburn-
dale managed 12 skating days. -

While the depth of ice at Auburndale was sufficient, what
occurred was snow, thaw, rain, etc., causing a situation

where ice froze in a thin top layer with water below this
for several inches and the firm ice below that. Skating

was impossible since the 2 or 3 inches of top ice was in-
sufficient to support skating and the water between never
froze enough to make a total solid base. Income received
from skating pass sales covered approximately 87% of the

cost of opening the skating area for the 12 skating days

available.

B. The jointly sponsored by the Recreation Department and the
Newton Youth Commission, 4th Annual Youth Awards program
will be held on May 17th. At that time 4 citizens will be
honored for their contribution to wyouth here in Newton.
There will be an Adult Award, a Young Adult Award, a Senior
Youth Award and a Junior Youth Award, ;

Commissioner Halloran distributed the information to all
members and suggested that they think about possible

worthy candidates. He also mentioned some of the recently
passed Adult Awards which were given to the late Bobby
Braceland for his tremendous contributions to the youth of
the City and the award given to former Recreation Supervisor
Jim Murphy for his work over the years with the young pecple
of Newton.

C. This year's Garden City Marathon, men's and women's open and
masters - to help fund prevention of child abuse will be held
on Sunday, March 7th. It begins at noon at North High, running
26.2 certified miles within the City of Newton, terminating
again at North High.




Alderman Paul Daley, as usual, has been a prime devotee
and backer of this popular event which is also a qualifying
race for the Boston Marathon.

D. Mr. Halloran mentioned that in addition to himself, three
other members were involved in the Management Committee of
the new Commonwealth Country Club. These include Mr. Bern-
heimer, Mr. Ferguson and Ms. Pitt.

Jane Pitt briefly reported that members had had a nmeeting
with Ken Campbell, the prospective "Pro" with regard to his
contract and this seems to be working out well.

She also reported that surprisingly, the Dore suit had been
settled and that this will now mean that Barkin could possibly
begin construction fairly soon. Tees and greens will have to
be moved and there is some apprehension that construction may
interfere with golf play this year.

Jane also mentioned that Ken Campbell seemed to have a good
following as a golf pro but this may be a difficult year to
play golf in this area. She also explained that she had been
appointed to one of the sub-committees of the Management Comm-—
ittee as Chairperson, that will be responsible for "watch
dogging" construction. The next regular meeting of the full
Committee will be on March 9th at City Hall.

E. Consideration is being given to a revised City of Newton
Ordinance regarding the necessity of presenting certain re-
quests for use of city lands, i.e., for Farmers' Market, St.
Mary of Carmen Festival, Senior Citizen Picnic, PTA Fairs
or Carnivals, etc. According to this revised Qrdinance, it
will be necessary to go through the Land use Committee of
the Board of Aldermen.

Since it is unclear at this time just exactly what areas and
what groups are to be licensed by this change, Commissioner
Halloran has written to Dan Funk, City Solicitor, to ask for
his interpretaticn and direction in this matter and also to
inquire as to time frame necessary to complete this action.
He has also asked if it might be possible to present a pack-
age request of all activities know to be conducted throughout
the year. These would include those above — as well as Har-
vest Fair and SpringFest.

Commissioner Halloran spoke briefly with Dan Funk this week
and he hopes to clarify this situation within a week or so.

Commissioner Halloran, in accordance with the rules and regulations
gf the Newton Recreag}gp Commission, announced that election of
Chairman and Vice Chairman would be conducted at the March meeting.

Cold spring proposed development. Presently before Committees and
before the Honorable Board meet next Monday, is the guestion as to
whether the City of Newton should go ahead with matching funding

of $250,000.00 with the government to develop this Cold spring

area - or forfeit those monies already expended for land taken on
eminent domain and for plans drawn up for this development, (in the
ficinity of §53,000.00). Matchihg funds will be withdrawn if the
City does not honor its previous commitment.

At this particular time, Mr. Halloran says this is a difficult
decision to make due to Proposition 24 and zero base budgets,

plus lack of monies for Capital Improvements to Recreation facil-
ities. while the Commissioner is willing to assume the additional
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responsibility for the maintenance of this area if it becomes

a reality, he neither advocates nor opposes this project. He

has provided the Board with probable cost that would be necessary
to maintain the area. Members of the Commission inguired as to
what would happen to the land at Cold spring if the project did
not become a reality. Mr. Halloran responded that as far as he
knew it would continue to be a passive recreation area. Currently
there are some ball fields and it is occasionally used for picnics
also. Mr. Halloran also mentioned to the group that this proposal
will go before the Finance Committee sometime this same evening.

Update on Recreation Budget. No change as yet. Recreation has
provided a budget reduced by 41% as directed by the Executive
Department. Nothing further at this time, but Commissioner will
keep everyone informed.

Mr. Halloran reported that the Executive Department has requested
by priority, 2 different Capital Improvement lists of needs to
existing facilities - each for $50,000.00. He has forwarded this
to them but has no way of knowing at this time, if any CIP monies
will be available. (Included in lists were mainly tennis courts
which are in desparate need of repair and a basketball court) .

By the last week in March or the first in April, it is anticipa-
ted that the Mayor will submit the new budgets to the Board of
Aldermen.

Commissioner again reminded the members that the dedication of the

Paul J. Burke Basebiik_Figiﬁtéz—ilbemarle will be dedicated at
©:30 PM on May 7th and that a baseball game will then be played at

7:00 PM between Newton and Brookline. It is anticipated that Paul's
many friends will all be present at this event.

New Business:

A. With regard to the Newton Youth Hockey Program, Francis Rice
told the members that the organization will be hosting 21
teams and their parents in a special playoff, at the Fessenden
School Rink.

Mr. Rice told the group that there are over 500 boys enrolled
in the Youth Hockey Program and that they are doing very well.
The elimination of the $5,000.00 for ice time that Recreation
has been able to provide in the past should not prove to be a
serious problem Mr. Rice said. They will simply work harder
in the money earning efforts. '

At present, fees for teams are $275.00 for those in the Travel
Team and $125.00 for those in Intramural Team. Cost for ice

time presently is between $55.00 and $65.00 per hour. Mr. Rice
alsc said that possible in April, Pat Lyons may come in and give
a-financial report, but actually the Commission members felt this
was unnecessary since Recreation would not be involved with them
in any financial matters.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM

JEd

Respectfully submitted,

Marjorie Lesbirel
Secretary




NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
March 15, 1982

Minutes

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Herbert R. Bamel,

Vice Chairman Jennie DeVito, Howard Ferguson, Paul J. Burke,
Walter Bernheimer, Mrs. Charles Pepper, Francis Rice, and

Carol Stapleton, Acting Secretary as Marjorie Lesbirel was
on vacation

Meeting called to order by Chairman Bamel at 7:40 PM

1.
2.

Minutes of the February meeting were accepted as circulated.

Election for Chairman and Vice Chairman was conducted. Paul Burke
nominated Herbert R. Bamel for Chairman. This was seconded by
Walter Bernheimer and so voted unanimously.

Mr. Burke nominated Jennie DeVito for Vice Chairman, with Mr. Bern-
heimer seconding - Mr. Ferguson moved to close nominations and Mrs.
Pepper seconded. Jennie DeVito was unanimously elected.

Reports by Commissioner Halloran: The maintenance men will soon
start on fields. Commissioner Halloran again told the members that
the skating season this past Winter had yielded only 12 days at
Auburndale Cove, 1 day at Crystal Lake and none at Bullough's Pond.
During that period however, skating fees recovered 87% of the De-
partment's cost.

Tennis Rules and Regulations: Commissioner Halloran went over the
rules and regulations and recommended only were some verbiage changes,
with the fees for 1982 to remain the same as the 1981 season, which
are: Student $10.00, Adult $15.00, Family $25.00, and opening date
for supervised courts will be on May lst instead of April 15th which
will save both lighting and supervision costs.

‘Mr. Rice moved that the recommended rules, regulations and fees be

implemented for the 1982 season. This was seconded by Mr. Ferguson
and so moved unanimously.

Cold spring report: Mr. Halloran reported that the Board of Alder-—
men voted with a full board on the Cold Spring Project on March 8,
1982. The vote was 16 to 5 in favor of this project which is a
$500,000.00 project (with $250,000.00 in matching from the "Heri-
tage Foundation™ which is the old Bureau of Qutdoor Recreation).
The park could become a reality in the Spring of 1983.

Recreation Budget: Mayor Mann will present the City budget to the

full Board of Aldermen on March 31st. Meeting will begin shortly
afterward with the Departments.

Mr. Halloran explained to the Commission members that he had rec-
eived a request for Newton Youth Hockey for $2,500.00 via Mrs.
Pat Lyons.

Jennie DeVito moved that this allocation of funds be adopted with
the stipulation that this funding is presently possible, providing
that no further budget cuts for the Fiscal 1983 Recreation budget
are made. This allocation of funds must be reviewed on an annual
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basis. This was seconded by Mr. Ferguson and so voted unanimously.

Report on Garden City Marathon: & cold wet day. 465 runners par-
ticipated. It began at 2:30 PM at North High, returning to North
High. Proceeds were given to the Child Abuse Foundation. Mr.
Halloran expressed his special thanks to the recreation staff that
helped out with this very large city event.

Report on revised ordinance regarding permits on special lands in Newton.
At this time Mr. Halloran has not received an answer from the Law De-
partment as yet in response to his letter of January 27th which sought
clarification and direction with regard to this new Ordinance. How-
evey, it has been his understanding that they are still working on

this project. Mr. Halloran said that he will inform the Commission
members just as soon as he receives a reply from the Legal Department.

Business:

Howard Ferguson inquired about the problem on the condition of the
track at Newton South High School which is sinking.

Mr. Halloran said that he had been informed by the City Engineer,
Paul Guinta, that they are awaiting an estimate of repairs, from

a firm by the name of Haley and Aldrich currently studying this
difficulty. The engineering Department will inform Commissioner
Halloran when they have additional information and the Commissioner
will keep members posted.

It is a concern that if this continues to sink, it may be unusable
in years to come.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. The next meeting will be week later than

the
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usual 3rd Monday due to April holiday. Next meeting, Monday, April 26th.
Respectfully submitted,

Carol Stapleton
Acting Secretary




NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
April 26, 1982

Minutes

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Herbert R. Bamel,

Vice Chairman Jennie DeVito, Paul J. Burke, Howard Ferguson,
Josephine Pepper, Francis J. Rice, Jane Pitt and Marjorie
Lesbirel, Secretary

Deputy Commissioner Fran Towle and Chief Supervisor, Carol
Stapleton also attended this meeting as usual.

Meeting called tc order by Chairman Bamel at 7:35 PM.

1.
2.
3.

Minutes of the March Meeting were accepted as circulated.

Reports of program,_Egintenance_were distributed to all members.

Commissioner Hallored reported that:

A. Invitations had been sent out and publicity in local and Boston
papers had been distributed with regard to the dedication of
the Paul J. Burke Baseball Field on May 7th at Albemarle Ath-
letic Facility. Everyone is really locking forward to this
special and important event.

B. reminder to all Commission members that the Recreation budget
would be reviewed by the two Committees of the Board of Alder-
men, Human Services and Finance. The first hearing will be
with Human Services on April 29th at 7:15 PM, and the second
with Finance on May 4th at 9:45 pM.

The presence of the Commission members would be very support-
ive, Mr. Halloran said.

C. Continuing negotiations on the illegal use of Novitiate land
for an access road. Originally was caused by a misunder-
standing when a supposed caretaker gave permission for access
but had no authority. since that time City Solicitor's office
and Recreation have been meeting with the contractor, Wexler.
No final solution has been arrived at as yet.

Annual request for permit for carnival at Hawthorn by the St. Mary

of Carmen 8001ety A letter has been received from Nunzio F. Leone,

Chairman of the Festival Committee asking for permission to again
hold the annual event the 3rd week of July. Set up would be on
Monday, July 12th with the carnival continuing during the week and
culminating on Sunday the 18th with the annual procession through
the streets of Nonantum at 2:00 PM, and candlelight procession
back to the church at 10:00 PM, Take down on Monday. Rules and
regulations with carnival operator to be the same as in the past
and under the control and direction of the Recreation Department
Letter, including all rules and regulations will be sent by the
Commissioner. Also in accordance with rules the Building Comm-
issioner will inspect all rides - with no "thrill" rides to be
allowed, insurance certification in the amount of two million
dollars to be provided.

Since there have been no problems in the past, Commissioner
Halloran recommended that approval be given.
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Jennie DiVitc moved and Paul Burke seconded that permission be
granted for this carnival with the same stipulation on rides,
safety and liability insurance. (They must also be made aware
that there may. be additional action necessary due to new City
Ordinances governing carnivals, etc. which the Recreation Depart-
ment is awaiting information and direction on, from the City Sol-
icitor's office). The vote was unanimously in favor.

SpringFest: This annual event sponsored by the Newton Cultural
Affairs -~ the Recreation Department provides much assistance for
bprograms, etc. at this event. It will be held at the Newton City
Hall on May 16th from 10 AM to 4 PM, (with a rain date of May 22nd}.
This is an excellent event and we are closely"associated through
our Cultural Arts programs. On a fine day there may be from 7 to
10 thousand people attending.

Tennis Court Supervision begins May lst. This will include those
courts at North and South High which are lighted and the clay
courts at Newton Centre and Burr Park. Permits went on sale to-
day at the Recreation Department and North High. The cost this
year is: $10.00 Student, $15.00 Adult, and $25.00 for a Family.

Spring Field Preparation: Little League fields, soccer fields,
school fields, etc. have been groomed and marked by Recreation
maintenance.

Chairman Herbert R. Bamel said that he has been most impressed
and that the men have done - what he termed "a fabulous Jjob" on
the fields. Mr. Ferguson also suggested that on behalf of the
Commission members that Commissioner Halloran send them a com-
plimentary note in appreciation of the work and care which they
have given to the fields this year. Mr. Halloran assured the
members that in addition to the note he had already sent to the
men commending them on their field work, he would be happy to
send another note from the Commissicon members.

BAYS SOCCER: represented by Mr. Noonan has talked to both the
Commissioner and Herb Bamel. It's very difficult to cooperate
with Mr. Noonan as he demands more than is available for soccer
during the Spring athletic season which is devoted to baseball,
softball, lacrosse, etc. - rather than to soccer which is gen-
erally considered to be a Fall sport. Recreation has made every
effort to provide fields but it cannot be at the expense of
Spring sports at the schools and Recreation Leagues.

Consideration of proposal by the Planning Department for parking
at the Emerson School currently converting to condominiums - but
which will also include Community Center and Library. A letter

.received from Barry Canner, Purchasing Director was sent to Comm—

igsioner Halloran regquesting that the Recreation Commission take
a position on the reguest to approve the change of land use at
the Emerson School development site, from Recreation to public
parking. This will enable the developer to utilize approximately
9,300 square feet of land for 30 parking spaces for the use of
the general public¢ to park while using the Community Center and
Library. (These areas will continue to be included on this site).
This will also require an act of the Massachusetts Legislature.
The Recreation Commission should also request that the land in
question be transferred by the City to the developer.
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After discussion, Mr. Ferguson moved, with Mr. Burke seconding,
that the Recreation Commission approve -the change of the use of
land in the designated area at the EmeréSH-School development,
from recreation use to public parking, in order to enable the
developer to utilize a portion of land currently part of the
recreation field, for parking purposes for the general public
suing the Community Center or the Library at the site on Pettee
Street in Newton Upper Falls. The Commission also approved of

the City's transfer of said land to the developer. The Commission
voted unanimously to allow this. ‘

Revised Ordinances - carried ahead on agenda but there is no fur-
ther information at this time. Mr. Halloran said that he is
awaiting direction from the Legal Department in response to his
January letter and will continue to keep this on the agenda each
month until such time as we have definite information.

Mayor's Annual Prayer Breakfast at Boston College May 27th (Mc
Elroy Commons) at 7:45 A.M. Tickets are $7.00 each. .Dr. David
H. Hubel, 1981 Nobel Prize winner in medicine will be the hon-
ored guest. The Swedish Ambassador at Large, Jean-Christopher
Oberg, will extend greetings from King Karl Gustav to those
present. {(Marge has tickets). Mr. Halloran suggested that
commigsion members make reservations as soon as possible to
this popular yearly event.

New Business:

A. Pzggeﬂtatioq_of awards by combined Youth Commission/Recre-

ation Commission to recipients at the Aldermanic Chambers
on May 17th at 7:30 PM.

Commissioner Halloran explained that the Recreation candidate,
he presented and approved for this year's presentation, is the
well Known Auburndale resident, Jean Cole. Jean has been known
for many, many years for all her work with the youth of Newton
and will be honored at this special annual event. The Mayor,
President of the Beard of Aldermen and the Chairman of the
Recreation Commission will be making presentations to candi-
dates on that evening. Since these ceremonies will begin at
7:30 PM, the same evening and the same time that the Recreation
Commission normally meets - and therefore suggests that the
Commission plan to meet at 8:15 PM instead of 7:30 PM. This
way, all members can attend the presentation of the awards.

B. Chairman Bamel called to the attention of the group that a
special needs camp located on Plum Island near Newburyport
had been seriously vandalized recently and that they were
in dire need of equipment, etc. to replace that which had
been damaged. he wasn't sure of the name but it had been
mentioned several times in the newspapers and on the radio,
The Dave Maynard Show.

My . Halloran said he would check out any equipment that Rec-
reation might have that wasn't being used. Meanwhile we
should try and find out more about the name and where they
are located.

Jane Pitt thought it would be a good idea for a combination
Youth Commission/Recreation Commission joint volunteer pro-
ject to help out on this. (It was later determined that the
name of the camp is "Camp Seahaven" located in Newburyport.
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Director of this polic camp is Frank Fuller and the amount
of damage amounted to between six and eight thousand dolilars).

C. The new Commonwealth Country Club at Chestnut Hill (now owned
by the City of Newton and under the direction of a 17 member
management) - Jane Pitt, a member of the Committee as well as
& c¢lose neighbor reported that the facility is now open - with
a good sized clientele taking advantage of the golf facilities.

Jane also urged that people make a special effort to be support-
ive of Ken Campbell, the man who has acted as "Pro" for the last
5 years and is currently managing the facility. She feels that
he is doing a good job under difficult circumstances, is an ex-
perienced and involved individual, well liked by past and pre-
sent patrons and trying very hard to cooperate in making this
facility a viable venture. He understands the operation of a
golf course as few people do and she feels it would be certain-
ly a plus if he and the 17 member Golf Course Management Comm-
ittee can skillfully work together to make this project a
success.

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM.
Next Meeting, May 17th - please take special note that the Youth

Commission/Recreation Commission awards will be taking place in the
Aldermanic Chambers at 7:30 PM.

Recreation Commision meeting to begin immediately afterward on or
about 8:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Marjorie Leshirel
Secretary ‘

jEd




NEWTON RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
May 17, 1982

Minutes

Present: Commissioner Russell J. Halloran, Chairman Herbert R. Bamel,

Vice Chairman, Jennie DeVito, Paul J. Burke, Francis J. Rice,
Walter S. Bernheimer, Jane Pitt and Marjorie Lesbhirel, Secretary

Meeting began at 8:35 PM as all Commission members and Commissioner
Halloran attended the joint presentation by the Youth Commission/Rec-
reation Commission of the annual Youth Awards. Of particular interest
was the presentation of the Adult Award to Jean Cole, long time member
of the Recreation Department and Auburndale resident.

1.
2.

Minutes of the April meeting were accepted as circulated.

Reports of attendance, programs and Commissioner's activities
were distributed to everyone.

Commissioner Halloran again reiterated his pride in Jean Cole and
her selection for the Adult Award this evening and invited all
members present to join Jean and her family and friends at a
little get together tonight at the Troubadour Restaurant in West
Newton. Chairman Bamel made the presentation.

Commissioner reported that there was a special needs weekend
camping trip to Camp Sargent this weekend which is looked forward
to with great enthusiasm by the special needs participants.

Mr. Halloran reported that the results of the hearings by the

Board of Aldermen, Comimittees on Recreation budget (Human Ser-
vices and Finance Committee), were good. He met with them on

April 29th and May 4th. They have also voted to replace some

of the Youth Hockey monies needed for this group after Pat Lyons
gave an excellent presentation. (Commission members present also
called to the attention of all members - that the Board of Alder-
men had commended Commissioner Russell J. Halloran for his excellent
leadership and administration of the Newton Recreation Department) .

Information on the St. Mary of Carmen Society Festival in July, it
will require a special permit from Land Use Committee of the Board
of Aldermen in accordance with the new City Ordinances.

Reserved courts for tennis play are either already open or will
be shortly.

Repairs currently being conducted at Gath Pool and will continue
with an estimated opening date at the pool continuing as June 19th.
The pool is to be painted, filters overhauled and building painted.
The June date appears to be valid unless some unforeseen emergency
arises.

SpringFest was a big success - the largest ever. Over 292 booths,
over 10,000 people present.

Mayor's Annual Prayer Breakfast tole held at Boston College. Again,
Commissioner Halloran invited the Commission members to attend, but
time of day and press of business out of Newton makes it difficult
for members to come.




-2=

9. Consideration of swim rules and regulations for Gath Pool and
Crystal Lake outdoor areas. Copiles of last years rules and
regulations with any possible changes were distributed to all
members. The Commission carefully reviewed all rules, costs
of permits, use by Newton or non-Newton resident, etc.

After careful consideration and after Jane Pitt had asked about
what the situation was as far as access to the handicapped in all
of these areas, (Gath Pool is accessible). TLast year a special
handicapped ramp was installed but a small section of beach must
still be dealt with at Crystal Lake.

It was moved by Jennie DeVito that the rules and regulations as
presented be approved for the Summer 1982 season. Seconded by
Mr. Rice and unanimously voted to approve.

10. Report on any new information regarding the Revised Ordinances.
Nothing more at this time - will continue to hole on agenda until
something productive is presented.

11 New Business: Proposed legislation abolishing the Park Commission
and establishing a Park and Recreation Commission.

Commissioner Halloran brought this proposed legislation to the
attention of the members. As in the past the concensus of the
group was that this would be an excellent idea.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

Unofficially Paul Burke thanked all the Commission members and
Commissioner Halloran for the recent function at Albemarle where

the regulation baseball field was named in his honor and for the
reception that followed at the Newton Catholic Club. Mr. Burke
explained that this affair - as he pout it - "was one of the main
highlights of his life", and he alsoc took this opportunity to thank
personally for their special part in getting ready for, and helping
to run this event, Russ Halloran, Carol Stapleton and Marge Lesbirel.

Respectfully submitted,

Marjorie Lesbirel
Secretary
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