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NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
JANUARY 25, 1999
CITY HALL - ROOM 209, 7:30PM
Revised

In attendance: James Mahoney, Chairman, Peter Johnson, Vice Chairman, Francis
Rice, Josephine Pepper, Gwen Fincberg, Walter Bernheimer, Robert Platt, and
Alternate Peter Kastner.

Also in attendance: Alternates William Ryan and Michael Clarke
Absent: Anthony Battista, John Bourgeois

James Mahoney, Chairman, took a brief moment to tell Commissioner Halloran
that all of the Commission members want to share their sympathy, thoughts and
prayers with him and his family in the loss of his son Jimmy. Commissioner
Halloran thanked everyone and is very appreciate of everyone’s thoughtfulness
during this sad time in his life.

1. Minutes of the December meeting were accepted 8-0. Also Alternate Michael
Clarke’s suggested corrections were made to amend the November 16, 1998
minutes. Commission members approved 8-0 to amend the minutes.

2. Reports of Programs and Maintenance, are enclosed in the folders. Also
included in the folders is a flyer for Ice Skating Lessons, January activities for
People Over 55, Camp Fair, January 28" Acres in the Falls, Albemarle Acres,
Soccer Academy, Camp Echo Bridge, Newton North Indoor Complex Water
Safety Instructor Course, basketball schedule and Newton’s 7 Annual Newton
Heartbreak Hill International Youth Race.
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Terry Morris, Newton North Little League: Request to install a two story
Press Box/Storage area and also lighting at the little league field at Albemarle
Playground on Albemarle Road: Terry Morris, Director of Newton North Little
League delivered a letter to Commissioner Halloran on Monday morning, in
person regarding this evenings meeting. He asked that his proposal be postponed.
The reason being is that the league has been without a president for several
-months. Co-presidents were elected and they needed time to evaluate the
proposals in their executive capacity. He apologized for any inconvenience this
may have caused to the Commission or the public. Commissioner Halloran read
Mr. Morris’s letter to everyone at the meeting.

The meeting was opened to the general public to give their general comments:

Arsen DerGarabedian (Albemarle Road Abutter): The little leagues are a fine
opportunity for youngster to play ball. He argued against the light pollution, and
why the little league needs a sound system. He commented that it cost $13,000 to
light the Albemarle fields and $3,000 to water the fields and the taxpayers pay for
it. Years ago when the concession stand was approved, it was said at that time that
there would be no night lights on the field. Also, he asked the little league for a
copy of the Little League Charter and they did not have it. He would like a copy
of the charter. At a meeting many years ago regarding the concession stand, it was
discussed that there would be no lights. Mr. DerGarabedian commented that the
neighborhood has gone too far with buildings on city property. He said that
Albemarle Road is being wrecked.

Alternate Commission member William Ryan commented that the field needs
lights so that more children can play ball in their own neighborhood.

Alderman Brooke Lipsitt: Commented that she heard from several concerned
citizens regarding additional structures on the field and that they are concerned
regarding the lighting. Is there really a significant need for another building in an
open space area?
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Robert Krause, Abutter: Commented that the storage area/press box, lights, is a
bad idea as the NNLL field is one of the most over used fields in the City. This is
a close, dense neighborhood, and there are lights on the fields at the
Albemarle/Craft Street end. In the original charter, it states that the area is to be
used for open space. The directors of the little league have not kept to their
original promise regarding the providing of the landscaping in this area. Also, the

- signs are to come down at the end of the little league season and they came down

in October. Newton North Little League is a non-profit entity and they have not
filed with the Attorney General’s Office. Mr. Krause said that he has 21

- signatures opposing the plan. If lights were to be installed they would cost

between $20/25 per hour and that lights produce vandalism not deter from it.
There will be 500 children attending the Boy’s/Girl’s Club on Watertown Street
next to the Horace Mann School and a lighted park area is an attraction for
children. Mr. Krause commented that he would appreciate a no vote to the press
box/storage area and the proposed lights.

- Anna Marie Abernathy: Asked for a copy of the 1993, Newton Parks &

Recreation Commission’s Policy on Procedures for Alteration of Lands for
Private Organizations on Recreation Lands. She is concerned about proposals for
buildings and batting cages at the Lyons Playground little league field near her
home. James Mahoney, Chairman, gave Ms. Abernathy a copy of the policy to
read regarding any questions on procedures that she might have at the field near
her home.

- Robert Pettipaw from Richardson Field area: If this proposal is granted it will set

a danger/serious precedents effective for other fields and others will want it. His
neighborhood does not like night lights and the proposal would have an effect on
all little leagues. He urges the commission not to tamper with tradition.

James Mahoney, Chairman, commented that he was glad that Mr. Pettipaw, from
another little league, had concerns and attended the meeting.

Dan Broderick, Newton West Little League: Would not like lights at anytime.
Most little leagues could not afford them. He commented that there are over 350
kids in the little league plus there is a summer league. Having a summer facility
just for little league would be great for twilight little league and used for a
summer camp during day. If they had a separate field they could invite teams
from other communities to play. He also commented that in the little league rules,
the major league have fences for safety and the whole 9 yards.
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Peter Cammerata, Abutter: What is the need for a two story building? There are
enough fences in the area and is no longer an open space area. There is a
concesston stand, softball field, 10’foot fence, (this is the one at the Jean Cole
Field) gates are padlocked, stands and a batting cage. Too many fences!
Commissioner Halloran commented that the reason the NNLL field gate was
locked was because the NNLL has just resodded the field.

-Linda Sabiela, Leégue of Women’s Voters: Has no opinion, no site plan or has
- seen the written proposal, but raises questions regarding buildings on public land.

In regards to children’s needs, do they really need night lighting and a press box?
There are a lot of buildings on Albemarle Road, do we need more! Alternate
Commission member Michael Clarke, asked Ms. Sabiela to submit a letter in
writing to Commissioner Halloran regarding the League of Women’s Voters
concerns, so that the commission would have it on record.

William Hannan, Abutter; Commented that this area is not a war zone area.
Example, neighbors around the Fessenden School did not want the hockey rink.
The hockey rink is now and has been in existence. The lights at Albemarle do not
bother me and I live on Albemarle Road directly across the street from the field.

Marie Hannan, Abutter: I leave my shades up and the lights from across the street
do not bother me.

. James Mahoney, Chairman, expressed the commission’s appreciation for comin.
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to the meeting and giving their input and comments regarding the little league
proposal this evening. He also commented that this project has a long way to go
before anything is voted on or approved.

As per the request of the abutters, additional letters will be sent to all abutters, two
weeks prior to the next meeting, letting them know if Terry Morris’s proposal will

‘be on the agenda for the February commission meeting.

. Update on Forte Park: Fran Towle, Deputy Commissioner just returned from

meeting with the Finance Committee and Forte Park, Phase II, was approved 7-0.

Nomination for Youth Awards: In the folders are the nomination papers for the
21% Annual Youth Service Awards Program. The ceremony is to be held Monday,
May 17% at City Hall in the Aldermanic Chambers at 7:00PM.

. CIP Update: Commissioner Halloran commented that we are waiting for the

certified free cash, which should be coming through in a few days, $100,000 was
set aside for trees, $50,000 for turf control and $50,000 for pruning of trees.
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7. Budget Update: Commissioner Halloran and all City Department Heads met

Thursday with Mayor Cohen. This is a zero based budget with increases in energy
and contractual monies for the unions. Mayor Cohen will be submitting the
budget to the Board of Aldermen soon.

New Business: Alternate Commission member Michael Clarke asked about
monies set aside two years ago for the Louise Levingston Cove at Crystal Lake.
Commissioner Halloran commented that Carol Stapleton, Manager, is working

- with the Planning Department and Mike Baldi, and will have a presentation in the
near future. Commissioner Halloran suggested that this item be on the February
agenda.

Michael Clarke moved that, ““at least a two-thirds majority vote of the
Commission is required to set aside an existing, written policy or procedure of the
Commission.” The motion was seconded by Walter Bernheimer and passed
unanimously 8-0.

Present written policies of the Commission include:

1. Policies & Procedure for Approving Alteration of Parks and Recreation Land
by Private Persons or Organizations

2. Principles Governing Transfer of Parks & Recreation Land to other City
Departments

3. Quidelines for Playground Signs

4. Guidelines for Naming Parks

There are also draft Fencing Guidelines under development by the Landscape
Commission that the Commission has agreed to take under consideration for new
fencing, but these are not a policy of the Commission.

Meeting adjourned: 8:50PM




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
FEBRUARY 22, 1999
CITY HALL - ROOM 209, 7:30PM
REVISED

In attendance: James Mahoney, Chair, Peter Johnson, Vice Chair, Francis Rice,
Walter Bernheimer, Gwen Fineberg, Robert Platt, Alternate William Ryan,
Alternate Michael Clarke, Russell J. Halloran, Commissioner and Faye Hays,
Secretary.

Also attending: Alternate Peter Kastner

Absent: Anthony Battista, Josephine Pepper and John Bourgeois

1.

2.

Minutes of the January meeting were accepted 8-0.

Reports of Programs, Maintenance, Commissioner’s Reports of Events and
Meetings: Enclosed in the folders are the monthly reports, letter from James
Broderick regarding a petition to be put on next months agenda to discuss the
Newton West Little League’s request to place advertising panels on the outfield
fence at Lyons Field, newspaper article from Michael Clarke, President, Newton
Conservators regarding Rumford dump and newly acquired land along adjacent
Wabasso Street for a new conservation and passive recreational area along the
Charles River’s Purgatory Cove, photo of Anthony Battista’s son on cover of
Loyola’s Men’s College, Lacrosse Yearbook, brochures, 4Ever Sports, Centre
Acres, Albemarle Acres, Soccer Academy,Newton2000 Millennium Brick,
Motion Mania, 55 and Over Brochures, Funtastic Friday’s, Learn to Swim
Program and Summer 1999 Calendar.

In reference to the letter from James Broderick, President, Newton West Little
League, proposing the placement of 43 advertising panels, which would be
attached to the outfield fence at Lyons Park. Aldermen Polly Bryson and
Anthony Salvucci were in attendance at this meeting. Alderman Polly Bryson
received a letter in reference to the request from Newton West Little League also.
Alderman Bryson asked how the system works regarding this petition.
Commissioner Halloran commented that they would bring in the petitioner and
neighborhood abutters to the Lyons Field area to the next Commission meeting.
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The first meeting would be for the proposal presentation discussion and public
comment. And the second meeting a vote would be taken. She also asked if the
vote was not approved, would the proposal come before the Board of Aldermen,
and the answer was no. The Board of Aldermen has 90 days to act on it if

approved by the Commission after a public hearing. I ask that you not rush into it.
Thank you.

Commissioner Halloran commented that when Theodore Mann was Mayor,
monies were tight. When Terry Sack approached the mayor, who liked the idea of
the little league raising monies by advertising signs we had a zero based budget
for fields. Mayor Mann liked the idea of a public/private partnership, otherwise
some of the fields would still be in deplorable condition. Newton East and
Newton North Little League have advertising signs, but there are no signs at
Richardson Field. There may be a better way to raise monies besides signs. I hope
signs would be a [ast resort.

Peter Kastner questioned whether there were other ways for the little leagues to
raise monies other than the advertising signs.

Robert Platt commented that there are other places in the City that have these
signs, so how can NWLL be denied the same,

Alderman Salvucci commented that the little leagues are spending the monies to
maintain the fields and that Patks and Recreation could never get compensating
monies into its budget.

Peter Johnson, Vice Chair, wanted to make sure that we let the little league know
that it should provide the following items for our next meeting: profit/loss
statement 97/98, financial statement for non-profit organization, paperwork from
Secretary of State, and projected budget for 1999. '

Walter Bernhetmer commented that he was not a big proponent of Proposition 2
!, and it has not been overturned as yet. If you loose the responsibility, then you
will loose the level of maintenance. Also, he would like to know the fees that
other little leagues charge and that NWLL should prove that it needs the
additional revenue.

Alderman Polly Bryson: When will the vote take place.
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Michael Clarke: When we approved the policy, which the Law Department wrote
for us, with regard to the content of signs, signs were defined as structures, so
they must come under our Policies & Procedures for Approving Alterations of
Parks and Recreation Land by Private Persons or Organizations. A copy of the
Regulation Prohibiting Advertisement and Promotion of Alcohol and Tobacco
Products to Minors in Playgrounds and Parks should also go to the little league.
He also made a correction in the January 25, 1999 minutes, the final paragraph,
which should read. “After a brief discussion, the following motion was made,
seconded and unanimously approved 8 — 0: At least a two-thirds majority vote of
the Commission is required to set aside an existing, written policy or procedure of
the Commission.

James Mahoney, Chair, suggested that at the next commission meeting invite the

- little league to come in and make their presentation and invite the abutters in also.

Therefore, a letter will go out to the abutters notifying them of the upcoming
meeting and also a letter will go out to Mr. Broderick regarding the meeting.

The date of the next commission meeting was changed from March 15% to March
22 nd, because not everyone could attend the meeting on the 15%.

Parks & Recreation Budget: The budget will be presented to the Commission at
the March meeting. The Finance Committee approved $100,000 for trees,
$50,000 for tree planting and $50,000 for pruning.

Terry Morris, Newton North Little League will not be at the February or
March meeting. He will let Commissioner Halloran know if he will bring his
proposal to the April or May Meeting.

Status: Improvements to Coves at Crystal Lake: Carol Stapleton, Manager,
brought in a penciled diagram of the improvements to the coves at Crystal Lake.
The reason the diagram is in pencil is because they are still making changes in the
plans. She commented that they are working with the following Departments for
improvements to the Coves: Engineering, Planning, Public Works, Community
Development, Martha Horn and the neighborhood. They would like to implement
this by the fall of 1999. Parks & Recreation Department has set aside $50,000 and
there is $50,000 in the CIP budget for this plan. Ms. Stapleton said that the area
will be handicapped accessible. The Public Works Department will be raising the
curbing so that excess water will not go down into the lake area. There are 3-4
scuppers that filter the water and 4 new gas trap areas. There will be a bench on
the slope and 2 sign boards only. There is still one issue, the cut off for the access
for handicap people. In regards to the landscaping, a meeting will be held with the
neighbors and new trees will be planted.
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6. Election of Officers: Election of officers, Chair and Vice Chair, will be held at
the March 22" Commission meeting.

7. New Business: There was a discussion of conflict of interest issues and Peter

Kastner raised the idea of providing materials that would facilitate the operation
of the Commission.

Motion to adjourn. All in favor say aye. Meeting adjourned at 8:38PM.

Meeting adjourned 8:38PM




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
MARCH 22, 1999
CITY HALL, WAR MEMORIAL/ROOM 209, 7:30PM
REVISED

In attendance: James Mahoney, Chairman, Peter Johnson, Vice Chairman, Francis
Rice, Walter Bernheimer, Josephine Pepper, Anthony Battista, Robert Platt, Gwen
Fineberg

Alternates attending: Peter Kastner and Michael Clarke

Also attending: Aldermen, Polly Bryson, Leonard Gentile, Anthony Salvucci, Amy
Sangiolo and Kenneth Parker

Start of meeting was held in War Memorial:

1.

Request from Daniel Broderick, President, Newton West Little League,
regarding the proposed placement of 43 advertising panels, which would be
attached to the outficld fence at Lyons Field.

James Mahoney, Chairman, called the meeting to order: He asked that those
who wished to speak, go to the microphone, tell what the issues are and speak in a
clear and concise manner.

Peter Kastner, Alternate Commission Member: Gave an excellent
presentation and discussion of slides regarding Lyons field. Shides showed
improvements to park area, dugouts, carriage road leading to Auburndale
Playground, section were overflow of sewerage was, play area, storage box,
batters box, life course, entrance to park and picnic area. James Mahoney,
Chairman, thanked Peter for the presentation.
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Daniel Broderick, President, Newton West Little League: The Newton West
Little League requests that the City of Newton authorize the placing of advertising
panels which will be attached to the outfield fence at Lyons Field. The maximum
number of signs would be 43 and each sign will be approximately 8’ X 3 %4’. The
signs would be made of plywood or heavy duty plastic and would be green in
color. They will be up from April through October. The little league has350
children enrolled, ages 5 — 12, they had 30 teams last year and the registration fee
is $55.00 for one child and $80.00 for a family. A certain amount of revenue is
needed as the league expands, we need to maintain safe fields, uniforms,
equipment replacement and umpires. This type of advertising is also at Newton
North and Newton East liitle league fields. The advertising signs would comply
with all City regulations. The little league hopes that the Commission acts
favorably on its petition.

James Mahoney, Chairman, asked for a show of hands for support and against.
The audience was basically, half in favor and half against the signs. He
commented that the commission intends to vote this evening. If approved this
evening, the matter will go before the Board of Aldermen.

Marty Sender, Neighborhood Association: Mr. Sender sent a letter to his
neighbors regarding the advertising signs and urged them to attend meeting. He
also read a letter from Kevin Courtney, Auburndale Community Association: The
letter was to register opposition of the Auburndale Community Association to the
Newton West Little League’s proposal for the placement of advertising signs on
the Lyons Field baseball diamond’s fence. Concerns were about the implications
of the proposal, use of public space, use of public space to fund a private
enterprise, funds to be used to improve the baseball field at Hamilton. League
should press city officials to allocate the necessary funds to maintain the City’s
baseball fields. The use of Lyons field’s baseball diamond for advertising is an
inappropriate use of this public space for a private use. City field maintenance is
the responsibility of the city and if a group such as the league wishes, or needs, to
assume that burden, there are many less obtrusive means of raising funds.

Alderman Polly Bryson: Spoke with the Law Department regarding how the
commission votes and this issue which may or may not come before the Board of
Aldermen. Aldermen Bryson has listened to both sides of the issue from the
neighbors.

Walter Bernheimer: Asked for the little league’s revenues at the last
commission meeting. Commissioner Halloran commented that the Newton West
Little League’s statement from 1996 to 1999 are in the commission folders.
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Mr. Elliott, Conservators: Commented that he respects the little leagues,
however, the Newton Conservators are opposed to the proposal by the Newton
West Little League to erect 43 signs on the ballfield fence at Lyons Park. The
park already has dugouts, batting cage and storage container. They ask that the
commission act only after Newton West Little League has provided its financial
filing with the state verifying that it is a nonprofit organization and a financial
statement indicating its present income sources and expendifures, as well as the
expected revenue from the signs. The conservators feel strongly about
commercialized little league signs. The Youth Soccer League does more to
provide and maintain their playing fields without selling signage

James Mahoney, Chairman: Asked the commission members if they had any
questions:

Robert Platt asked Mr. Broderick how many signs he thought he would sell.

Mr Broderick said that he hoped to sell 20 or more to local businesses in the West
Newton, Auburndale area. Mr. Platt asked if i.e Natick Tire wanted to advertise,
would you accept them. Mr. Broderick said that he would probably accept. Also,
it is $250.00 to sponsor a team.

Walter Bernheimer asked Mr. Broderick to describe the growth of the Newton
West Little League. Mr. Broderick said that there were 320 participants last year
and 360 this year. No child is turned away for lack of monies. The league could

use new uniforms this year.

Anthony Battista: The Parks & Recreation Department maintains all fields to the
best of their ability. Permission was asked to adopt the field. Ten years ago
Newton North Little League came before the Commission to install signs at
Albemarle. Then Newton Centre Little League came before the Commission to
install signs at Newton Centre. The Commission listed to all arguments for and
against the advertising signs. The advertising signs at both little leagues were
approved. Prior to proposition 2 Y% the fields were in disrepair. The little league
fields at Albemarle and Newton Centre are in excellent shape due to monies
received for the advertising signs. Also, do you, Mr. Broderick, send children
door to door to collect raise monies for little league. Mr. Broderick said no, they
have raffles instead.

Commissioner Halloran commented that the Department maintains all municipal
grounds and all fields in the City. The Department has a public/private partnership
with Youth Soccer and they do not have advertising signs. With a reduced work
force, it is impossible to maintain an excellent level of all the fields in Newton.
Soccer, lacrosse, baseball, softball, tennis, volleyball, etc., teams are using all of
the fields daily all over the city.
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Anthony Battista: Commented that liquor and tobacco advertising is prohibited.

Francis Rice: Mr. Broderick, how many fields do you plan to maintain. He said
Lyons, Burr, Hamilton, Williams and Franklin. Season starts in April 24" until
Labor Day. Fields are used in the summer months for AH-Star Playoffs with
various other league outside the city of Newton.

- Michael Gray, Treasurer: Commented that monies/donations are needed for
uniforms, umpire fees, trophies, insurance, picnics, scholarships. There are
approximately 12 children who need scholarships. No child is turned away.

Peter Kastner: Advertising should be a last resort to raise monies, all other
avenues to raise monies need to be explored. According to the financial report,
1996, 97, 98, there is a balance of $14,000. Field improvements were $9,000,
uniforms up 30% and you have not raised fees. He suggested the league should
add $30.00 to the fee from now on.

Peter Johnson: Mr. Broderick what fees do Newton North and Newton Central
pay. Answer is $60.00 each player. Youth Hockey pays $605.00 to play hockey.

John Brooks, Islington Road: The issue here tonight is the kids. If the fields are
not in good condition, the kids will break an ankle or get hurt. Children need a
safe place to play. We need to work with the little league, not against it.

Christine: The issue here is kids, access, affordability, kids want to play ball.
Pcople move to this city because of the schools, the city is still growing and kids
need places to play.

Red Abernathy, Islington Road: Signs should be on turnpikes. If the City is
short of monies, does City Hall, Libraries, Schools put up signs. Why do we want
to do this. It would be preposterous to put signs on all public buildings to raise
monies. '

Mr. Chavinski, Shirley Street: If the little leagues did not help out, the fields
would not be in as good shape as they are now. League funds pay for maintenance

~ to city fields. Baseball is for kids! Games are attended by families and playing
ball is good for children.

Richard Dahlber: I am opposed to the signs. I walk in that area 2-3 times a week
and I do not want to see advertising signs on the fence.

Christine Franks: Has 2 boys who play ball and the signs would be in the lower
part of the infield where no one walks.
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Alice: Has a son who plays soccer and baseball. The advertising signs would be
the last straw. There must be other ways to run the league. We don’t need any
more advertising.

Jack, Commonwealth Avenue: To add signs to the fence would be
dehumanizing the park. Need more use of the field, less policing.

Ray: When you see the field at 6:30AM it is beautiful, Which is more
aesthetically pleasing, with or without signs.

Alderman Leonard Gentile: ] played ball in the early 60’s and have four
children of my own. He talked to the Law Department and asked for advice.
Being on the Board of Aldermen did not preclude him from being here now.
There was life before Lyons. We used the green plywood fence as a hockey rink
in the winter months. What is being requested here tonight is a request to erect
signs. Revenue is needed. We need to keep the fees reasonable and maintain the
fields. These fields have been in use for the past 60-70 years. Maybe the charter
should be changed. Lyons Parks has been used as a baseball field for 50 years or
more. This is as American as apple pie. There are a lot of areas that are totally
unacceptable, not this one. Three games are going on at the same time. This is not
an easy decision this evening and I wish you all the best.

Alderman Kenneth Parker: He supports all sports programs for children. Sports
should be accessible to all children in Newton. He would be willing to talk to the
Board of Aldermen and the Mayor regarding monies for fields. As of now we do
not have enough monies to maintain the park’s adequately. If Parks & Recreation
does not have enough monies to maintain fields, they should ask the Mayor for
more money. The parks should have some ambiance and we should have enough
monies to maintain the fields.

Anthony Battista: In the next go round for the budget, do we have enough
monies to support the fields. The Parks & Recreation Commission members
would be willing to go to the Mayor before the next budget is approved to ask for
enough monies to do all of the City’s fields.

Bill Lancilotti, Woodbine Street: As a real estate appraiser, and from a valuation
standpoint, there is no penalty for having advertising signs on fence. Mtr. Sender
read letter from Auburndale Community Association and Mr. Lancilotti pointed
out that this does not include all of the Auburndale residents. Make sure that all
signs are attractive.

Elizabeth: Commented that she is a direct abutter to the field. The little league
asked for permission for a concession stand, batting cage. She listens to the ping,
ping at the batting cage daily. Now they want advertising signs, what next.




