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NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
Monday, January 24, 2005
7:30PM, Room 209 at City Hall

AGENDA
1. Minutes of the December meeting
2. Commissioner’s Report on Program, Maintenance & Forestry
3. Presentation of play equipment for Newton Centre Playground, Sheri

Wasserman, United Cerebal Palsy, Director of Marketing
4. Tennis Rules, Regulations and Fees 2005 — Mike Lewitt
5. CPA Projects: Robert DeRubeis, Deputy Commissioner
6. Update Forte Park
7. Update Millennium Park

8. New Business

Next scheduled meeting Monday, February 28, 20035

NOTE — JANUARY MEETING CANCELLED DUE TO SNOW STORM
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NEWTON PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

70 Crescent Street, Newton, MA 02466 %) 2o
Office: 617 796-1500
. NEWTON
Fax: 617 796-1512 Parks & Recreation
FRAN L. TOWLE
DAVID B. COHEN COMMISSIONER
MAYOR
NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETIN G
February 28, 2005
City Hall, Room 209, 7:30PM
AGENDA
1. Minutes of the December meeting (January meeting cancelled due to snowstorm)
2. Commissioner’s Report on Program, Maintenance & Forestry
3. Presentation of play equipment for Newton Centre Playground, Sheri
Wasserman, United Cerebal Palsy, Director of Marketing
4. Tennis Rules, Regulations & Fees 2005, Mike Lewitt
5. Newton North Little League, sound system for opening day
‘ 6. Update Forte Park and Millennium Park
7. Budget
8. Election of Officers: Chairman and Vice Chairman to be elected at the March
21% Commission meeting
9. CPA Projects, Robert DeRubeis, Deputy Commissioner
10. New Business
Next scheduled meeting Monday, March 21, 2005
’ COMMISSION WARD | - JENNIE DEVITO WARD 4 - FRANCIS {. RICE WARD 7 - GWEN FINEBERG
N ARD 3 TR IOHNSON. CHARIAN WARD - ANDREW STERN, VICE CHARMAN  FAYE FAYS . COMM, SECRETARY
ALTERNATES: MICHAEL CLARKE. PETER KASTNER. JACK NEVILLE
www.ci.newton.ma.us/parks




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
March 21, 2005
City Hall, Room 209, 7:30PM

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the February Meeting

2. Commissioner’s Report on Program, Maintenance & Forestry

3. Presentation of play equipment for Newton Centre Playground, Sheri
Wasserman, Director of Marketing, United Cerebal Palsy (Postponed from

February meeting)

4. Angier School, presentation of design plans for new handicap accessible
play structure, Pamela Appleton, Principal

5. CPC Status — Robert DeRubeis, Deputy Commissioner
6. Budget status
7. Election of Chairman, Vice Chairman

8. New business

Next meeting: April 25, 2005




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
February 28, 2005
7:30PM, Room 209 at City Hall

Attending: Peter Johnson, Chairman, Andrew Stern, Vice Chairman, Francis Rice,
Jennie DeVito, Gwen Fineberg, Arthur Magni, Jack Neville, Alternate, Peter
Kastner, Alternate, Fran Towle, Commissioner, Robert DeRubeis, Deputy
Commissioner, Faye Hays, Secretary

Also attending, Michael Clarke, Alternate, Priscilla Leith, League Women’s Voters,
Mike Lewitt, Tennis, Stephanie Pelkowsky, Recreation Manager, Rick Morrissey,
Newton North Little League

Absent: Walter Bernheimer

1.

Minutes of the December meeting were approved 7-0 with 1 abstaining,
Andrew Stern. (January meeting cancelled due to snow storm)

Commissioner’s Report on Programs, Maintenance & Forestry: The snowfall
this season has amounted to 65 and climbing. The Department has worked very
closely with the contractors in removing the snow from the designated areas. The
City has spent over $727,000 for snow removal at this time. Another highly
successful Camp Fair was held on February 8™ at the War Memorial Auditorium
from 2:00PM to 7:00PM. Children were being registered for the Department’s
summer camps. This year’s theme was animals. Also, everyone was delighted to
see Mayor Cohen, who sat with the children while NewTV taped the segment for
an upcoming show. The annual camp fair is a big plus for our Department,
Because of an amusement ride accident last fall the State Public Safety
Commission will make changes in the guidelines for the amusement ride industry.
The rules will go into effect in the next few months. The rides were insured for
one million dollars, this year the Safety Commission will ask for five million
dollars insurance. The Commissioner has already met with the Law Department
and the Inspectional Services Department to discuss the changes for the
Department’s upcoming carnival events. There are 40 carnival companies in
Massachusetts. Three carnivals are held in Newton each year; St. Mary of
Carmen, Harvest Fair and Springfest.The Commissioner will keep everyone
updated as to the new rules and regulations for the carnivals.

Youth Award applications are in the folders. The Commission members are
invited to submit an application for a most deserving recipient. The applications
are due on April 26" and the Award Ceremony will be May 16",




The presentation of play equipment for Newton Centre Playground, with
Sheri Wasserman, United Cerebal Palsy, Director of Marketing, has been
postponed to the March Commission meeting. United Cerebral Palsy of
MetroBoston in partnership with the Newton Parks & Recreation Department and
the community are looking forward to building a new fully accessible Universal
playground at Newton Centre. A neighborhood abutters meeting will be held in
March to inform the residents of the project and to get input from the neighbors.
Concerns about the playground are, colors of paint on the equipment, type of
fence, design, landscaping, curbing and what other departments need to be
involved in this project. Standards need to be set for the future. Stephanie
Pelkowsky, Manager, has taken two CPS], Playground Safety Inspector courses
and Channon Ames, Manager, has taken the CPSI course. Carol Schein, Open
Space Coordinator, will be also be working on this project. Andrew Stern asked
1) we are cognizant of areas that have historic importance in the planning and 2)
design standards for historic areas, benches, fencing, etc.

In the folders is a letter from the League of Women Voters, urging that no new
proposals from Parks & Recreation be entertained for CPA funding until the
master plan is complete and heard in public.

Newton North Little League, sound system for opening day: A letter was
received from Ellen Lipoma, President, Newton North Little League, requesting
that NNLL be able to use a sound system on opening day April 23, 2005, rain date
April 30, 2005. Ceremonies to start at approximately 10:00AM and should be
finished by 11:30AM at the James E. Murphy Little League Field. Rick
Morrissey, Co-President was present at the meeting.

Francis Rice motioned to approve the use of a sound system at the James E.
Murphy Little League Field on April 23, 2005, Andrew Stemn seconded the
motion.

The commission members approved unanimously 8-0 to approve the request from
the Newton North Little League to use a sound system on opening day April 23,
2005, rain date April 30, 2005 at the James E. Murphy Little League Field.

Tennis Rules, Regulations & Fees 2005, Mike Lewitt: The Rules Regulations
& Fees are the same as last year. An off-time prime time fee was suggested to
increase activity and participation as well as an extension of the season. Mr.
Lewitt will have a person at the courts during these times. Also, Stephanie
Pelkowsky, Recreation Manager, mentioned that the tennis courts at Newton
Centre were normally closed from 12:00-4:00PM, however, they will now stay
open.

Francis Rice motioned to approve the Tennis Rules & Regulations for 2005 as
specified. Jennie Devito seconded the motion.
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10.

The commission members voted unanimously 8-0 to approve the Tennis Rules
and Regulations for 2005.

Update Forte Park and Millennium Park: The Forte Park bids were going out
Tuesday for the bocce, lights, track, pathway and landscaping. Millennium Park is
on budget and the dedication to be held in June.

Budget: This years budget cuts will be 5%, $186,000 plus $32,000 more will be
needed for minimum wages. Minimum wage is going up from $6.75 to $7.50 per
hour. The FY06 budget to be presented at the March Commission Meeting. The
swim fees may be raised this year. Funding sources are running out of monies, i.e.
Block Grants, Park Conservancy and State Grants.

Election of Officers: Chairman and Vice Chairman to be elected at the March
21* Commission Meeting.

CPA Projects, Robert DeRubeis, Deputy Commissioner:

e Community Commons, the contract was signed for the gazebo

¢ West Newton Common, drilling is suggested for another 400 feet

* Bowen, new poles on Langley Path, 5 poles are being changed as they are
unsafe (Francis Rice mentioned he might have 5 poles)

e Wellington was approved for $65,000 for basketball and tennis courts

e Farlow Park, Historic Preservation, will come before the CPC on Wednesday
evening

¢ Senior Center — revitalizing the front

Newton Centre Playground, pathway for handicap to go before the CPC

Wednesday evening

Washington Park, historic lighting

City Hall Historic Landscaping Study

Enhancements to Gath Pool

* & &

L]

New Business: Dog Park Task Force; The Board of Aldermen asked that the
Parks & Recreation Commission choose one member to be on the Dog Park Task
Force. Francis Rice, Parks & Recreation Commission member was selected to be
on the Dog Park Task Force.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50PM




SPECIAL
NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
Thursday, April 7, 2005
Newton Centre Hut (Jeannette West Bulldmg)
81 Tyler Terrace, Newton
7:00PM

AGENDA

Special Meeting with the community to discuss building a state-of-the-art
barrier-free universal playground that is inclusive for children with all types
of disabilities at Newton Centre Playground.




SPECTAL ‘
NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
Thursday, April 7, 2005
7:00PM, Newton Centre Hut

SUBJECT: Discussion with members of the community about building a
universal playground for children with/without disabilities at Newton Centre
Playground

Attending: Andrew Stern, Chairman, Walter Bernheimer, Jennie DeVito,
Arthur Magni, Michael Clarke, Alternate, Fran Towle, Commissioner and
Faye Hays, Secretary

Absent: Francis Rice, Vice Chairman, Gwen Fineberg, Peter Johnson, Peter
Kastner, Alternate, Jack Neville, Alternate and Robert DeRubeis, Deputy
Commissioner

Also attending: Stephanie Pelkowsky, Recreation Manager, Judy Dore,
Recreation Manager, Carol Schein, Open Space Coordinator and Deb Miller,
originator of playground project

Chairman Andrew Stern introduced the Commission members to the
audience. Also, he introduced those presenting the proposal for the building
of a universal playground which include; Sheri Wasserman, Director of
Development, Marketing & Communications, United Cerebal Palsy of
MetroBoston, John Hollerback, Miracle Recreation, Dave Webster, United
Cerebal Palsy and Matt Nrva, Principal of Landworks Collaborative

Matt Mrva described the plans for a universal playground which would be at the
same location as the old playground with a smaller footprint, more open space, 2
play areas, one for older children ages 5-12 and the other for younger children
ages 2-5. Areas to be equipped with rubber play matting. The playground will be
fully accessible with a concrete walkway to bridge and seating for parents.

John Hollerback, Miracle Recreation Equipment Company, special needs children
of all ages and abilities will be able to use the play area on a safe surface. The
playground will be fully accessible, heights of equipment to be supervised by an
adult with a child, access ramps included with 12" — 18” in height. Children can
maneuver through the structures, the designs were professionally done, the best
components would be used and the concept is the same as a Boundless



playground. The equipment would be very durable in design, stainless steel,
guarantee ramps for 100 years with the railings for 15 years.

Steve Hamilton: Access would be from ground to deck level, be handicap
accessible, would include regular kids also, platforms to be used as well as more
points of access, stepping pods and ramps on back side. Sheri mentioned there are
stand alone activities for quiet times, with an activity center in Braille

Stephanie Pelkowsky, Recreation Manager, went before the Traffic Commission
to have 2 handicap spaces made on Bowen Street. The walkway to be installed
would be less steep and made of asphalt and in the shape of an S. In reference to
the color of paint on the equipment, different colors would be used. Other
playgrounds have used earth colors such as green & tan.

Joanne Andrews: All parks should be made handicap accessible.

Andrea Kelly, 28 Putnam Street, League of Women Voters, asked about the width
of the pathway. It would be 5 across and the old pathway would be demolished.
Fundraising to maintain the playground should be done the same time as raising
funds to build the playground. The new playground is a great idea, however, she
is worried about money for maintenance, upkeep and master planning. She asked
about the rubberized area, answer was the rubber is poured and there is a gravel
bed underneath. If prepared correctly the area will stay flat forever also there is a
5-year warranty on the rubberized area.

Shert Wasserman, United Cerebal Palsy, is raising monies for the new play
equipment, as well as Deb and Scott Miller. Included in the play equipment will
be a wheelchair swing, (the first in Newton). She asked the audience’s blessing to
start the unique playground, which is a collaborative effort between a business
and the community. Landscaping will be included, more trees planted, grass
seeding and beautifying the areas.

John: The play equipment will be unique, not boring, fully integrated, hold the
children’s attention, have a 9° wide slide, rock walls, tornado disc, and offer
challenges for all children. The first platform has a seating area, the second area
has upper body devices, the third level has a balcony, phone to talk with a child in
another area, level ground deck, steering wheel panel, sight and sound panel, pods
to go up and down and a spiral slide on a 360 degree angle. On 4™ platform, a
child can get out of a wheelchair and go down the slide. The main platform has a
climbing pole, trap door climber, 3 points of entry and a hexagon platform. Also,
under the platform on the ground level will be other children’s activities.

John Allen, resident Bowen Street, asked who will maintain the playground after
it is built. There will be a group called Friends of the Playground who will raise
funds to maintain the play area after it is built. Also, he mentioned that there is




flooding in this area after a rainstorm and half the playground would be under
water. The rubber matting will have holes in it to drain the water.

Commissioner Towle had a vision that all City park pathways need attention,
therefore, started Pathways for Parks. Ironically, Newton Centre was at the top of
the list to be done and the request is now before the CPC. The Millers came to
Recreation with their plans for a universal playground and the project has
proceeded from there.

Chairman Stern commented on the CPC proposal for the Pathway for Parks
proposal beginning with Newton Centre Playground, as he heard from Doug
Dickson, CPC Chairman. The proposal needs to be revised and re-submitted. The
proposal should be expanded; 1)} current needs active/passive 2) location 3) design
principals.

Jim Pransky: Is there a reason why we cannot use the pathway from Bowen
Street. The new pathway would be 5 - 11% feet wide and S shaped.

Cynthia Esthimer, Bowen After School: In building a new play area, the Bowen
After School could use the equipment for both handicap and normal children. A
benefit to the afterschool would be handicap children could now be integrated into
their program. The new playground equipment would be a plus for the
neighborhood and the community.

John: Swings would be updated and the new pathway would be shaped like an S.
One resident asked if cars could drive to the play area and the answer was no.

Deb Miller said a spray floor sprinkler in the concrete area would be nice
addition, however, it is not in this proposal. A master plan for the whole park
would be a good idea. She and her husband moved here from Hartford,
Connecticut a couple of years ago and have two boys, one of which is
handicapped. There was a Boundless Playground in her area in which both of her
boys could play together. Her goal is to start a Boundless Playground at Newton
Centre Playground. After raising some funds themselves she and her husband
contacted United Cerebal Palsy for additional help in raising monies for this
playground.

Sheri Wasserman: Preparation for the playground would take a few weeks, and
the playground should be built in 3-4 months pending funding and delivery of
equipment. The plan is to start the project this fall, before the winter sets in.
United Cerebal Palsy/Boston oversee the construction of the play area and a
developer would do the in-kind work for us. Miracle Recreation Equipment
Company has a certified project manager to oversee the project. The goal 1s to
raise $379,000 for the playground.




United Cerebal Palsy of MetroBoston is a 501 © 3 non-profit agency. Thisis a
working partnership between public, private and non-profit agency.

Although Alternate Peter Kastner could not attend the meeting he had a few
questions; 1) How does the sponsor fund raising letter, indicating naming
opportunities for major gifts fit into our policy on naming procedures. The name
would remain the same, Newton Centre Playground.

2) What is the project increased use of the park due to this project-and what if any
demands would this place on parking. Two handicap spaces to be added.

3) How does the size of this project impact upon the historic nature of the Newton
Centre Playground. Would be within the same footprint as other equipment.
Michael Clarke asked about a GIS map of the entire Newton Centre Playground
Walter Bernheimer likes the concept but would like to see more details.

Commissioner Towle mentioned in the approval process, any changes will be
reassessed for staff to review and the voting for this project may be taken at the
next scheduled April 25" commission meeting.

Chairman Stern thanked everyone for attending this meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 8:55PM
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NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
April 25, 2005
7:30PM, Room 209, City Hall
AGENDA

Minutes of the March 21, 2005 Commission Meeting
Minutes of the April 7, 2005 Special Commission Meeting

Commissioner’s Towle’s Reports of program, maintenance and forestry

St. Mary of Carmen Carnival request to hold their Annual St. Mary of
Carmen Carnival at the Joanne C. Pellegrini Playground from July 13"y uly
17", 2005

Mason Rice Playground

Newton Centre Playground Proposal

Swimming season fees, Gath Pool & Crystal Lake, Tom Cabhil, Manager and
Carol Stapleton, Manager

Youth Awards Presentation to be held in the Board of Aldermen’s
Aldermanic Chambers on Monday, May 16, 2005, 7:00PM, prior to 7:30PM

Commission Meeting

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast to be held on Wednesday, May 25, 2005, 7:30AM
at Boston College

Budget

New Business

Next meeting to be held on May 16, 2005




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
March 21, 2005
7:30PM, Room 209, City Hall

Attending: Peter Johnson, Chairman, Andrew Stern, Vice Chairman, Francis Rice,
Walter Bernheimer, Jennie DeVito, Arthur Magni, Peter Kastner, Alternate,
Michael Clarke, Alternate, Fran Towle, Commissioner, Robert DeRubeis, Deputy
Commissioner, Faye Hays, Secretary

Also attending: Judy Dore and Stephanie Pelkowsky, Recreation Managers, Carol
Schein, Open Space Coordinator, Priscilla Leith, League Women Voters, Pamela
Appleton, Principal, Angier School, Sheri Wasserman, Newton Centre Playground,
Deb & Scott Miller, Devora Jacobs and Dave Webster, United Cerebal Palsy

' Absent: Gwen Fineberg, Jack Neville, Alternate
1. Minutes of the February Meeting were unanimously accepted 7-0.
2. Commissioner’s Report on Program, Maintenance & Forestry: Commissioner

Towle reported the Special Needs Kevin Clancy Basketball Tournament was held
at Newton North High School with 18 competing teams. A reminder that
applications for the 27" Annual Youth Awards are due April 26™, ceremony to
take place May 16™, 7:00PM at City Hall. This is a great opportunity to recognize
the youth in our City. The Department has April vacation programs scheduled for
children in grades 4 and above. The vacation program has become very popular
with the parents and children. The 13™ Annual Newton Heartbreak Hill
International Youth Race will be held on Sunday, April 17, 2005.The Department
should be hearing soon on our Tree City USA application that was submitted in
December. The Boston Globe had an article dated March 21% (copy in folder)
about Public Parks Hunt Private Aid, which is worth reading. The article states
park funding has been slashed almost 40% in the last few years and private
citizens are being asked to contribute money to maintain public spaces.




Presentation of play equipment for Newton Centre Playground, Sheri
Wasserman, Director of Marketing, United Cerebal Palsy (Postponed from
February meeting): Sheri Wasserman and Dave Webster presented plans to
build a state-of-the-art barrier-free universal playground for children with
disabilities at Newton Centre Playground. There would be two areas, one for 5-12
year olds and another for 3-5 year olds (fenced in area). Access to the playground
areas would be from Bowen Street across the bridge to the structures. This would
be in keeping the structures within the areas of the footprints, have more open
space and be accessible for wheelchairs. In the age 5-12 area there will be games
in braille, rings, swings, etc. There are no points to any of the equipment as all
edges are rounded. Miracle Recreation Equipment Company guarantees the
equipment for 20 years. Also, the play equipment is checked twice a year by
Miracle. When asked about signs, the only sign would be a list of rules for play
areas. Deb and Scott Miller have a son with Cerebal Palsy and know the
challenges and obstacles for children with special needs. They are in the process
of raising money from private funds toward a handicap accessible playground for
Newton Centre. Bathrooms will still be located at the Newton Centre Hut. The
play area surfaces will be rubber; not wood chips with steel black fencing around
the two sites.

The United Cerebal Palsy MetroBoston is proud to take a role in a partnership
with the Parks & Recreation Department and the community to build a state-of-
the-art barrier-free playground. United Cerebal Palsy of MetroBoston is a 501© 3
non-profit agency and will receive their recognition from the publicity involved in
the building of the playground.

Walter Bernheimer motioned to involve the commission in the April 7™ meeting.
Francis Rice seconded the motion.

The Parks & Recreation Commission voted unanimously 8-0 to hold a special
commission meeting on April 7, 2005, 7:00PM at the Newton Centre Hut to
discuss the proposal to build a handicap accessible playground at the Newton
Centre Hut.

The Procedure for Alterations of Lands is to have two meetings to decide on any
proposal. The next meeting will be Thursday, April 7, 2005, 7:00PM at the
Newton Centre Hut, 81 Tyler Terrace, Newton Centre, to meet with the
neighbors/community. Letters will go out to the abutters informing them of the
special meeting.

Angier School, presentation of design plans for new handicap accessible play
structure, Pam Appleton, Principal. Pam Appleton, Principal, Angier School,
presented a proposed handicap accessible playground design for the Angier
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School area. The original wooden play structure was built in 19772 The new
proposal for the placement of swings would be just outside the original footprint
area. The base of the area would be wood chips, the new play equipment would
be a modular school age structure for general play, a picnic table and two
benches. The only equipment staying would be the track ride. Ms Appleton has
met with Stephanie Pelkowsky, Recreation Manager, and the Angier School PTO
to plan the proposal. The cost will be between $49,000 and $50,000 dollars. Ms.
Pelkowsky mentioned the original equipment is outdated and has a very limited
use.

Walter Bernheimer motioned to approve the proposed handicap accessible play
structures to be built at Angier School.

Francis Rice seconded the motion.

The commission members voted unanimously 8-0 to approve the proposed
handicap accessible playground at Angier School.

5. CPC Status — Robert DeRubeis, Deputy Commissioner:
¢ Community Commons to start construction today

¢  Washington Park now on Historic Register
e West Newton Common wells, waiting for contracts to be signed
e Bowen wells, waiting for NStar
e  Farlow Park project denied
6. Budget Status: Commissioner Towle mentioned this is a tough time for budget

cuts this year. The department is still working with the Executive Department on
the budget cuts for the Parks & Recreation Department. There is a 5% budget cut,
our department has a cut of $180,000 and another $32,000 for seasonal rates for a
total of $212,000. This has been the most difficult year for budget cuts, trying to
save staff and provide the same type of services.

Michael Clarke suggested a park plan, involve the community, and raise funds in
partnership with the community. Master Planning was suggested. What can we do
to make it easier for groups to donate monies towards parks? We need to act
instead of react and a framework needs to be in place. Priorities are needed as
well as monies.

Chairman Stern suggested a “Park Foundation Sub-Committee to look into the
existing department budget concept and suggest new ideas and solutions.
Volunteers were Walter Bernheimer, Jennie Devito, Michael Clarke and Andrew
Stern. '

7. Election of Chairman, Vice Chairman: Chairman Johnson asked for
nominations for Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Parks & Recreation
Commission.




Chairman; Walter Bernheimer nominated Andrew Stern for Chairman. Jennie
Devito seconded the motion. The Commission members voted unanimously 8-0
to elect Andrew Stern as Chairman, Parks & Recreation Commission.

Vice Chairman: Walter Bernheimer nominated Francis Rice as Vice Chairman.
Arthur Magni seconded the motion. The Commission members voted
unanimously 8-0 to elect Francis Rice as Vice Chairman of the Parks and
Recreation Commission.

8. New Business: No new business.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10PM
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NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
Monday, May 16, 2005
City Hall, Room 209, 7:30PM
AGENDA*
1. Minutes of the April 25, 2005 Commission Meeting

2. Commissioner’s Reports of program, maintenance, forestry and
‘budget

3. St. Mary of Carmen request to hold their Annual St. Mary of Carmen
Carnival at the Joanne C. Pellegrini Playgrounnd from July 13" to
July 17", 2005

4, NNLL Concession Stand

5. Newton Highlands Playground

' 6. Nahanton Park

7. Newton North Indoor Complex Fees 2005-2006

8. Budget

9. Update Forte and Millennium Parks

10.  Policy Parks & Open Space

11. New business

Next Meeting: June 20, 2005

* Youth Awards to be held in the Aldermanic Chambers at 7:00PM, prior
to the commission meeting




NEWTON PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING
April 25, 2005
7:30PM, Room 209 at City Hall

Attending: Andrew Stern, Chairman, Francis Rice, Vice Chairman, Peter Johnson,
Walter Bernheimer, Arthur Magni, Jennie DeVito, Alternates Peter Kastner and
Michael Clarke, Fran Towle, Commissioner, Robert DeRubeis, Deputy
Commissioner and Faye Hays, Secretary

Absent: Alternate Jack Neville

Also attending: Stephanic Pelkowsky, Recreation Manager, Carol Stapleton, Recreation
Manager, Carol Schein, Open Space Coordinator and Priscilla Leith, League of Women’s

Voters

1. Minutes of the March 21, 2005 Commission Meeting were unanimously
accepted 8-0.
Minutes of the April 7, 2005 Special Commission Meeting were unanimously

accepted 8-0.

2. Commissioner Towle’s Reports of program, maintenance and forestry:
Commissioner Towle reported the month of April has been very busy. Another
successful annual Marathon Race was held on Monday, April 18th’ and Mayor
Cohen complimented our Maintenance Department for the quick clean up of
Commonwealth Avenue after the race. This was a real plus for our Department.

The 13™ Annual Newton Heartbreak Hill International Youth Race was held on
Sunday, April 17" with over 1,000 runners. A pasta/pizza party was held on
April 16™ at Newton City Hall, free to all registrants of the race. Also, at the
Sunday Race, a new game called Disc Golf was presented by Channon Ames,
Recreation Manager. It is a new activity game laid out as a golf course using a
Frisbee as a disc to aim for a basket. There were five little league openings this
past weekend plus girl’s softball started. The little league turn out at Lyons
Playground was huge this year. The Angier School play equipment build has been
completed. The Newton Special Athletes Awards Celebration will be held on
Wednesday, May 11, 2005, starting at 7:00PM at the American Legion Post 440.
Special Needs Director, Mark Kelly, has invited the commission members to
attend.




