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We've adopted a new look and identity!
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The Board of Directors of the
Newton Historical Society,
Inc. and the Trustees of

the Jackson Homestead are
pleased to announce that the
organization has adopted the
new identity of “Historic
Newton.”

This change comes at an
exciting time in the history of
the organization. Today, our
stewardship includes not only
the Jackson Homestead and
Museum, but also the Historic
Burying Grounds Preserva-
tion, and soon the Durant-
Kenrick House and Grounds.
To include the variety of
programs, structures, and col-
lections that we oversee, the
name “Historic Newton” is
being adopted to better de-

scribe our expanding role in
the community.

“Our identity within New-

ton extends well beyond our
doors,” said Cindy Stone, Di-
rector. “We have grown both
physically and programmatical-
ly as the primary organization
that traces the development of
the city since its founding.”

“The name ‘Historic Newton’
acknowledges our legacy while
providing a larger umbrella

for the organization’s current
identity. It better describes the
work that we do in present-
Ing properties, programs and
events that weave together sto-
ries of Newton’s history with
the people and events that
shape our community today.”



FrRoM THE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

We wanted to share our great news
with you!

You may recall that a short time
ago, the Newton Historical Society
had been offered the extraordinary
gift of the 1732 Durant-Kenrick
Homestead. We wanted to accept
this property only if we could raise
sufficient funds to rehabilitate, inter-
pret and endow it for the long term.
Newton's Community Preservation
Committee offered us $2.7 million
if we could match that amount with
$900,000. I am pleased to announce
that we have reached that goal.

For more than a year, members of
the staff and board of the Historical
Society have been working behind
the scenes developing a capital cam-
paign to achieve several purposes.

Our capital campaign encompasses
the Durant-Kenrick project includ-
ing rehabilitation of the historic
house, development of a community
park in the adjacent lot, construction
of a classroom/orientation center,
and endowment of the interpreta-
tion, operation and maintenance of
this site. The campaign also includes
essential improvements to the Jack-
son Homestead such as much-need-
ed expansion of our archival space,
addition of a classroom/multi-pur-
pose room to the back of the house,
better storage for our collection of
objects, and improved orientation
for visitors.
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To date, of an original campaign
goal of $5.5 million, we have raised
over $4.5 million. In addition to the
CPA commitment, contributions
have come from a variety of sources
including the Historical Society’s
board members, Durant descen-
dents, the Massachusetts Cultural
Facilities Fund, the Mabel Louise
Riley Foundation and other close
friends of our organization.

So as we launch our new identity

of Historic Newton, we are also
launching the public phase of our
capital campaign. If we can raise
the last million dollars, we can make
our plans for Historic Newton a
reality—improving our facilities for
visitors and staff, providing strong
stewardship of our collections and
properties and reaching out to all of
Newton with our programs and ex-
hibitions. We hope you will continue
to follow our progress and respond
when we reach out to you for help.

And please join us for some of our
fall activities: the Homestead Hay-
fest, the history book club or an
historic walk.

Have a wonderful fall.

Cordially,

Cindy Stone
Director

In Memoriam:
Dr. Freda Rebelsky

the Newton History Museum for many
years, died of heart failure July 20 at the
lowa Methodist Medical Center in Des

Moines. She was 78 years old.

According to an obituary pubished in
the Boston Globe, Freda moved from
Newton to lowa last year to be near her
family. In addition to a son, Dr.
Rebelsky leaves three grandchildren.

She was the first woman with tenure in
the psychology department at Boston
University, where she taught for more
than 30 years.

Freda Gould grew up in New York City,
earned a doctorate from Harvard
University in 1961, and began teaching
at Boston University the following year.

She was the recipient of the coveted
Metcalf Award for Excellence in
Teaching from Boston University, and
the E. Harris Harbison Award for Gift-
ed Teaching from the Danforth Founda-
tion. In 1970, the American Psychologi-
cal Association’s foundation recognized
Dr. Rebelsky for distinguished contribu-
tions to psychology education.

The Newton History Museum was one
of the beneficiaries of her care and
commitment, and we feel honored that
she devoted her time to helping us.

She will be sorely missed.



The Bemis Dam

A forgotten link to our industrial past
by Thelma Fleishman

Looking at the Charles River today, it

is hard to imagine that it was once the
only source of power for a wide variety
of mills and “manufactories” clustered
around dams at nearly two dozen loca-
tions between Hopkinton and Water-
town.

In Newton, the best-known dams are
those that gave rise to the mill villages
at Lower and Upper Falls, which have
tended to divert attention from the

less imposing structure at Bridge Street
in Nonantum. Thus, the number of
“firsts” and features, unique in their
time, that are associated with the Bemis
Mills are often overlooked.

Paper-making in Newton is usually as-
sociated with Lower Falls, but it was at
the dam built by David Bemis and Enos
Sumner in 1778 that the first paper mill
on the Charles went into operation. By
the time Bemis died in 1790, he owned
snuff and gristmills in Watertown, as
well as the paper mill on the Newton
side of the river. His estate was divided
among his three sons, Isaac (who died
four years later), Luke and Seth. It was
Seth who was responsible for the
experiments and innovations of the
next half century.

Graduating from Harvard in 1795,

Seth spent a short time as lawyer before
abandoning the profession for the more
attractive possibilities offered by Amer-
ica’s burgeoning industrial revolution.
Leaving Luke to run the paper mill in
Newton, Seth bought his share on the
Watertown side. For the next few years,
he carried out experiments in the pro-
duction of chocolate and the processing
of dyewoods and medicinal roots.

One of Seth Bemis’s time savers was
a machine that picked over the cot-
ton in preparation for carding. A slow

and expensive process hitherto done
by hand, the machine, nicknamed “the
devil” was not popular with neighbor-
hood residents who would be deprived
of a livelihood.

As with other New England manufac-
turers, Seth reaped what advantage he
could from what to them was a mis-
guided trade embargo and the War of
1812. In about 1808 he started running
a mill in Watertown for making various
kinds of cloth: sheeting, satinet, shirting
and ticking, and also (on the advice of a
Boston ship-owner) cotton duck, which
had previously been imported. This
product was used extensively during

the war.

What was, perhaps, his most unusual
“first” dates from the fall of 1812,
when working with an “English expert”
he started extracting gas from coal and
using it to light his Watertown factory.
The experiment was short-lived, how-
ever, because the “unsavory material”
leaked out of the tin pipes, and it had
to be abandoned. Nevertheless, while it
lasted many curious visitors came to the
factory to inspect the first illumination
by gas in this country, two years ahead
of the first use of carbureted hydrogen
for lighting used in England.

In 1821, Seth bought the paper mill
from Luke. Soon after he built the roll-
ing stone-dam. Precisely how it worked
is not clear, but it seems that the height
of the dam was controlled by a me-
chanically-operated drum that could be
rolled up and down the inclined face
of the stone dam. Soon after it was
installed, Seth’s upstream neighbor,

the Boston Manufacturing Company

in Waltham, complaining that the river
was backing up to its waterwheels and
impeding their operation, paid him
$12,000 to reduce the height of the dam
by one foot.

Seth Bemis continued to operate the
mills on both sides of the river until
1848, sometimes alone, sometimes with

others, notably his brother Luke, and
his son, Seth Jr.. The junior was largely
responsible for the success of the dye
works, and took over the management
of all the mills on both sides of the
river when his father died in 1849.

Seth Sr. sold the dye works to William
Freeman in 1860; Seth Jr. sold him the
textile mill (the paper mill ceased opera-
tion in the 1820s), and in 1862, Free-
man became one of the principals that
incorporated the Aetna Mills.

When the dye works came to an

end, some of the power generated in
Newton was transmitted to the mills in
Watertown by an endless wire rope at-
tached to the waterwheels on each side
of the river.

Several additions were made to the mills
during the years that followed, but part
of Seth’s early building remains. The
dam, now one of the oldest on the
river, is under the care and control of
the department of the Massachusetts
Department of Conservation and Rec-
reation. Breached in the 1940s, in 1974
the Commission decided not to rebuild
it and left the breach as a passage for
migrating fish, which is how it remains

today.

The Bemis Dam
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FY 2009 Donors and Members

July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009

Annual Appeal Gifts of $2,500 or more
Werner H. Gumpertz

Melissa and Frank Hanenberger

Paula and Mark Jacoff

Annual Appeal gifts of $1,000 - $2,499
Lucy Caldwell-Stair and Thomas Stair
Sheila and Charles Donahue

Susan Flicop and Christopher Hill
Susan and Kenneth Heyman

Treff LaFleche and Melinda Brown
Anne and Robert Larner

Janina A. Longtine

Marietta Marchitelli

Patricia Rowe

Linda Wisnewski and William Collatos
The Village Bank

Edward and Linda Wolyniec

Annual Appeal Gifts of $500 - $999
Carl and Suzanne Cohen

Brian and Karen Conway

Sarah and Jeffrey Ecker

Paul Eldrenkamp - Byggmeister, Inc.
Patricia L. Freysinger

Jean R. Harmon

William and Betsy Leitch

Harry O. Lohr, Jr. and Judith Karp
Dena and Michael Rashes

Lynne and Patrick Sullivan

Judy and Jack Wittenberg

Annual Appeal gifts of $250 - $499
William and Kristen Apgar

Andrew and Melora Balson

Bill and Paula Bright

David and Elizabeth Carroll

Peter Dimond and Elizabeth Preston
Russel Feldman and Anne Kane

Paul Friedberg and Maddy Krauss
James and Mary Gately

Marian and Arthur Glasgow
Elizabeth Hiser and Charles Hoban
John and Mary Morganti

Arthur and Judith Obermayer
Nancy Prince and Chris Anschuetz
Peter and Barbara Terris

Annual Appeal gifts of $100 - $249
James and Mary Adelstein

Lawrence and Martha Bauer
Bernard and Marjorie Birnbaum
Boston Showcase Company

Robert and Ann Buxbaum

Pamela Coravos and Garrett J. Stuck
Victoria Danberg and John Ficarelli
James and Jana Draper

Laurel Farnsworth

Russel Feldman and Anne Kane
Henry Finch and Patricia Robinson
Helen S. Frechette
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E. Chryse Gibson and Christopher Pinney
Joel F. and Ann Habener

James and Nina Harper

Rev. and Mrs. Howard Haywood
Peter and Tammy Hermann
Jeffrey and Donnalyn Kahn

Daniel and Sharon Kleitman

Barry and Laura Korobkin

Russell and Nancy Lightman

Larry Marion and Leslie Eisenberg-Marion
Douglas and Deane McCraith
Bronwyn M. Mellquist and M. Roe Smith
Mrs. J. William Middendorf
Frederick Miller and Kathryn Cade
Carolyn Moss and Daniel Hawkins
Scott Oran and Meryl Kessler
Jennifer Miller Paci

Michael and Victoria Paine

Brian Prentice

John and Lynn Reichenbach

Joan B. Schilder

Todd Sloane

Frederick and Ruth Stavis

Gordon and Shirlee Stone

Laurie S. Swett

Walter and Lynn Tennant

Ted Tye

Kenneth E. White

Stephen and Helenann Wright
Jane Yoffe

Alex and Polina Zatsman

Annual Appeal gifts up to $99
Saul and Alice Aronow

David and Theresa Banash

Thomas and Vickie Bell

Miriam Blau

Mrs. Richard Bram

Brenda D. Capello

John and Harriet Carey

Kenneth and Mary Carpenter
Manuel and Bernadette Castellanos
Ronald L. Cerel

Carol Chafetz

Mayor David B. Cohen

Carol Connolly

Thomas and Karen Connors
Cynthia and Harvey Creem

Gary and Kimberly Creem

Chris Dallmus AIA, Principal

James and Anne Davis

Eleanor H. de Chadenedes

Ronald Joseph and Deborah DeWitt
Susan DeMarco

Col. and Mrs. Richard Dennis

Peter B. Doeringer and Patricia M. Flynn
Henry and Judith Feldman

Luis and Ruth Fernandez-Herlihy
Martin Flusberg and Helen Tager- Flusberg
George Fortune

John and Julia Fox

Samuel and Nina Frankenheim

Beryl Gilfix

Peter Gittleman

Donald and Amy Givler

Andrew and Kimberly Gluck

Julie Ann Goldblatt

Nancy E. Grissom

Joanne Guzzi

Howard and Sandra Hathaway
Charles and Joan Hawley

Jan and Ruth Heespelink

Richard and Amanda Heller
Katherine H. Holmes

Ann and Frank Hudson

Joseph Hunter

Beverly and John Hurney

Richard and Elsie Husher

Rhonda and Joshua Jacobson
Cyrisse Jaffee

Robert Jampol and Dahlia Rudavsky
C. Peter and Donna J. Johnson
Richard Wolff and June Johnson-Wolff
Marilyn Justice

Gladys H. Kadis

Susan S. Kaplan

Lawrence and Lucille Kaplan
George and Mary Kierstead
Barbara G. Kimball

Edgar Klugman

Robert and Eileen Kroeger

Kurt and Kathleen Kusiak
Wialtrud Lampe

Bernard and Barbara Lebow
Priscilla Leith

Ena A. Lorant

C. Robert Horsburgh and Brita Lundberg
Madeline Marget

Thomas and Lois McMullin

Mary Lou and Tony Monaco
Susan and Steven Nason
Alexander Notopoulos and Alexis Anderson
Jane O’Hern

Donald and Barbara Oppenheimer
Marsha A. Padwa

Susan and Martin Paley

Seth Parker and Marsha Rheubottom
Wilson and Nancy Pollock

John and Judith Ranlett

Eric and Ann Reenstierna

John and Dorothy Reichard
Wayne P. Rindone

Kathy Rosen and Gene Mackles
Jonathan Sarna and Ruth Langer
Susan and Alan Schlesinger

Sydra Schnipper

Jo Sephus

Ann and Ira Seskin

Michael C. Sheff

Joyce M. Spencer

Donald and Linda Stanton

Lester A. Steinberg

Carol and Bernard Stollar

Jennifer Stone and Robert Waldinger
Mary H. Sullivan

Karen and Robert Sweet

William and Bernice Tower



Joel and Evelyn Umlas

Dennis and Kathy Vogel

Susan Hinman Waldman

John and Voni Weaver

Doris White Soares and Steven Soares
Barbara Whitesides

Donald and Charlotte Winslow

Special Gifts
Archives - Peter and Kathy Franklin
Jackson Exhibit - Paula and Mark Jacoff

Campaign for Historic Newton
Charles and Jeanne Aucoin

Gifts and Pledges

Frances R. Dewing Foundation

Carl and Suzanne Cohen

Sheila and Charles Donahue

Durant Homestead Foundation

Roger and Ann Avery

Jonathan and Rosemary Avery

R. Lisle and Sally Baker

Peter Dimond and Elizabeth Preston

Sarah and Jeffrey Ecker

Paul Eldrenkamp, Byggmeister, Inc.

Russel Feldman and Anne Kane

Henry Finch and Patricia Robinson

Friends of John Rodman

Beryl Gilfix

Rev. and Mrs. Howard Haywood

Beverly and John Hurney

Jeffrey and Donnalyn Kahn

Jonathan and Ruth Kantar, Sage Builders

Doug Dick and Treff LaFleche, LDa Architects

Anne and Robert Larner

Russell and Nancy Lightman

Stephen Logowitz and Dorothea Black

Harry O. Lohr, Jr. and Judith Karp

Marietta Marchitelli

Larry Marion and Leslie Eisenberg-Marion

Massachusetts Cultural Council- Cultural
Facilities Fund

John and Mary Morganti

Jane O’Hern

Susan and Martin Paley

Dena and Michael Rashes

Patricia Rowe

Carol Ann Shea

Doris White Soares

Lynne and Patrick Sullivan

Laurie S. Swett

Peter and Barbara Terris

Jay C. Walter and Joan Mullin

Edward and Linda Wolyniec

Grants

Foundation for Racial, Ethnic and
Religious Harmony
Massachusetts Cultural Council
Mass Humanities

Bequests
Bertha Sweetser

Honorary and Memorial Gifts

In honor of the birthday of Shawna
Giggey Mashal - Peter Dimond and
Elizabeth Preston

In honor of the mother of Ms. Margie
Bussey - Joseph and Sylvia Apelbaum

In Memory of Thelma Fleishman
Susan Abele

Manuel and Bernadette Castellanos
Sheila and Charles Donahue

Melissa Frumin

Helen A. Heyn

Marilyn S. Murphy

Scott and Marjorie Searl

Duscha Weisskopf

Preservation Award Sponsorships
Bigelow Oil Company

Entasis Architects

LDa Architects

M. Greer Hardwicke

Moynihan Lumber Company

Prestige Custom Mirror and Glass
Splash/The Portland Group

Cynthia Stone

Claudia and Charles Wu

Preview Party Sponsorships
Queen Anne Sponsors

Edward and Linda Wolyniec

Federal Sponsors

Shelby and Miceal Chamberlain
Gerald Chervinsky and Holly Boyer
Victoria Danberg and John Ficarelli
Peter Dimond and Elizabeth Preston
Susan Flicop and Christopher Hill

E. Chryse Gibson and Christopher Pinney
Hansen Associates

Susan and Kenneth Heyman

Anne and Robert Larner

Marietta Marchitelli

Frederick Miller and Kathryn Cade
Carol Ann Shea

Claire E. Sokoloff and Robert G. Gifford
Lynne and Patrick Sullivan

Peter and Barbara Terris

Elizabeth and Hugh Wilkinson
Georgian Sponsors

R. Lisle and Sally Baker

Ruth B. Balser

Cynthia and Harvey Creem

Deborah Crossley

Sheila and Charles Donahue

Ruthanne and Joe Fuller

Marcia Johnson

Jonathan and Ruth Kantar, Sage Builders
William and Mary Margaret Pappas
Marie Presti

Mark and Nikki Shearman

Stained Glassworks by Michael Willard
Cynthia Stone

Elizabeth and Gerald Tishler

House Tour Book Sponsors

Abe Schickel and Company, Inc.

Bon Ton Rug Cleansers Inc.

Boston Private Bank and Trust Company
Brookline Bank

Byggmeister, Inc.

Concord Museum

Custom Building Solutions, Inc.
Duckham Architecture and Interiors

Fei Plumbing and Heating, Inc.

Green Decade / Newton

Marjorie Gold, Karp, Liberman & Kern,
Sotheby’s International Realty

Kochman Reidt & Haigh Cabinetmakers
L. & JG. Stickley, Inc.

LDa Architecture and Interiors
Mahaney Electric

Master Finishing & Restoration, Inc.
Moira Gault, Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage

Newton-Wellesley Hospital

Olympia Marble and Granite, Inc.

Peter Heany Onsite Carpentry

Pfaff Color Design

Sage Builders, LLP

The Village Bank

Think Residential Realty, LLC

Venegas and Company

Wiatertown Savings Bank

West Suburban YMCA

William Earle & Son

Membership Gifts
Memberships of $250 or more
Melissa and Frank Hanenberger
Doug Dick and Treff LaFleche -
LDa Architects
Kenneth E. White - Richard White Sons, Inc.
Elizabeth and Hugh Wilkinson

Memberships of $100 - $249

Richard Alfred and Lynn Goldsmith
Manuel and Bernadette Castellanos

Henry Finch and Patricia Robinson

Newell and Kate Flather

Laurie S. Gill and David R. Pokross

Marian and Arthur Glasgow

Joel and Ann Habener

Henry Finch, AIA - Henry Finch Architects
Michael and Kathy Krongel

Judith Malone Neville and John Neville, Jr.
John and Pam Rodman

Douglas Shenson and Alexandra Beckett
Mike Swartz - Swartz True Value Hardware
Walter and Lynn Tennant

Michael A. & Ellen Louise Tucci

Memberships of $45 - $99
Ronald Joseph and Deborah DeWitt
Laurel Farnsworth
Jonathan and Marjorie Gold
Daniel Golden
Ann and Frank Hudson
Marcia Johnson
Continued on page 8
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OCTOBER

Sunday, October 11, 2 pm
HISTORIC NEWTON WALKS
Preserving History and the

Environment in West Newton
Covering the West Parish Burying Ground,
the Dolan Pond Conservation Area, and

a number of nearby historic and natural
sites including the Webster Park National
Register Historic District and a Habitat
for Humanity project, this tour will look at
recent restoration efforts that support both
historic and environmental preservation.
This tour is offered in collaboration with
the Newton Conservators. Meet at the
corner of River and Cherry Streets. Free.
Park on Cherry Street north of

River Street.

Saturday, October 17, noon-5 pm
(Rain date Sunday, October 18)

HOMESTEAD HAYFEST*

Join us for an outdoor festival in honor

of the 200th anniversary of the Jackson
Homestead. Travel back in time to the
19th century: make your own butter, watch
craftsmen build historic furniture, press
your own cider, and more! Don't miss the
birthday cake! The crisp autumn air and
beautiful foliage make October the perfect
time to experience quintessential New
England as its residents would have 200
years ago in a family-friendly way. Rain
date Sunday October 18. Free.

Saturday, October 17, 9 am—4:30 pm
NEWTON CULTURAL

CENTER OPEN HOUSE*
Head over to the Newton Cultural Center
and celebrate its 5th anniversary with a
full day of activities for the whole fam-
ily. Enjoy concerts and activities as well
as a screening of Return to Norumbega from
noon—4pm (film begins on the hour).
Free.

Wednesday, October 21, 7:30 pm
THE PORTRAIT THAT
LAUNCHED A CAREER: THE

JACKSON DAGUERROTYPE
In 1846, photographer John Adams
Whipple made a remarkable daguerreotype
of the family of William Jackson. This art-
ful portrait of the sixteen members of the
Jackson family was considered a marvel of
daguerreotypy and was praised in news-
papers throughout Massachusetts, launch-
ing Whipple’s career. Sally Pierce, retired
Curator of Prints and Photographs at the
Boston Athenaeum, will tell the story of
the group portrait and other Jackson family
daguerreotypes in the museum collection.
Free.

NOVEMBER

Sat. and Sun. , November 7 & 8,
noon-5 pm

COMMUNITY WEEKEND*
Newton residents are invited to enjoy
free admission to the museum.

Saturday, November 7, 9 am
BURYING GROUNDS
CLEAN-UP*

Meet at the East Parish Burying
Ground for a late fall clean-up and see
the results of the completed headstone
restoration. Free.

Saturday, November 7, 1-4 pm
INSULATING YOUR

HISTORIC HOME

This guide to residential building science
includes a hands-on demonstration of
energy audit tools. You'll leave this work-
shop with a better idea of how your house
works—and doesn't work—and what you
can do to reduce energy consumption.
Co-sponsored by Green Decade/Newton.
$30 per person ($15 per Green Decade or
Newton Historical Society members). To

Events Calendar

register, call Green Decade at 617.965.1995
or visit www.greendecade.org.

Wednesday, November 11
MUSEUM CLOSED FOR THE
HOLIDAY

Thursday, November 12, 7-8:30 pm
THE PLAY’S THE THING
How to Support Development
through Play—Infants

through Preschool

This workshop will explore the types of
toys and play that support developmental
needs and help build strong relationships
and success in school. Facilitator Sarae
Pacetta is an adjunct faculty member in
BU’s Early Childhood department and a
member of T.R.U.C.E., a local advocacy
group that works to support families

and teachers in raising children in today’s
media-saturated culture. Cost: $10 ($5 for
members); prepaid registration is required.
Call 617-796-1450 to register or email
historicnewtonrsvp@gmail.com.

Sunday, November 15, 2 pm
FAMILY PLAY WITH ELLEN
JACKSON: GAMES OF

THE 1800s*

Spend a Sunday afternoon visiting with
Ellen Jackson, learning about the games of
her time. Find out what kids did for fun
before TV, video games, and the internet.
Learn about ninepins, solve riddles, try
your hand at rolling the hoop, and make
your own cats cradle. It’s fun for the
whole family! Cost: $10 per family ($5 for
members); includes museum admission
and materials. Prepaid registration is rec-
ommended, call 617.796.1450 to register.

Thursday, November 19, 6:30-8:30 pm
SECOND ANNUAL NEWTON

PRESERVATION AWARDS
You are invited to attend the Second An-
nual Newton Preservation Awards. These



awards recognize projects which feature
the preservation of Newton’s historic
buildings and landscapes and promote
awareness of Newton’s historic fabric.
The Newton Preservation Awards are an
opportunity to celebrate those individuals
that have chosen preservation as a sustain-
able reinvestment in the Newton com-
munity. To attend this event, please RSVP
to 617-796-1450 or historicnewtonrsvp@
gmail.com by November 1. Light refresh-
ments to be served. Event will be held at
Boston College Alumni House, 825 Center
Street. Free.

Thursday, November 26
MUSEUM CLOSED FOR THE
HOLIDAY

DECEMBER

Tuesday, December 1, 7:30 pm
STEAM CARS AND THE
STANLEYS: NEWTON AT
THE TURN OF THE 20th
CENTURY

It is 1897 and a new century is about to
begin. Competition rages among various
automotive technologies, and twin brothers
from Maine make their bid for steam car
supremacy, while helping forge commu-
nity life among the newly rich of Newton.
Come glimpse into Newton during its
suburban glory days. Karen Dacey will
speak about her new book, The Stanleys of
Newton. Free.

Saturday and Sunday, December 5
and 6, noon-5 pm
COMMUNITY WEEKEND &
HOLIDAY SALE*

See information above.

Tuesday, December 8, 7:30 pm
WHITE ON WHITE:
CHURCHES OF RURAL
NEW ENGLAND

Join photographer Steve Rosenthal and
videographer Peter Hoving for an evening
presentation on New England churches.
Steve will show slides and discuss the strik-
ing photographs taken over 40 years that

The Museum Shop

at the Jackson Homestead and Museum

Friday, Saturday and Sunday
December 4,5 & 6

ANNUAL HOLIDAY SALE &
COMMUNITY WEEKEND
Find wonderful small gifts while
supporting your local museum at our
annual Holiday Sale and enjoy 10% off
all purchases (excluding sale items)!
Admission to the museum is free on
Saturday and Sunday. Members receive
an additional 10% discount (20%
total). Light refreshments will be
served.

led to the publication of his new book,
White on White—Churches of Rural New
England. Peter will show his video essay
about the making of the photographs

and some of the thinking that went into
them. The presentation will be followed
by a book signing jointly sponsored by the
New England Mobile Book Fair and the
Newton History Museum. Free.

Thurs. & Fri, December 24 & 25
MUSEUM CLOSED FOR THE
HOLIDAY

Tuesday, December 29, 1 pm
STORIES IN THE SNOW

FAMILY PROGRAM*

Greet winter with open arms at this family
program. We'll read “Katy and the Big
Snow” by Newton author Virginia Lee
Burton. The storytime will be followed by
craft activities, including paper snowflake-
making and mapping a path through our
snowy city! Kids ages 6—12 and their par-
ents can enjoy the warmth of the Jackson
Homestead, where we’ll serve hot cider
and snacks. Cost: $15 per family ($10 for
members); includes museum admission,

materials, and snack. Prepaid registration is

recommended. Call 617.796.1450
to register.

Join the 2010 House Tour

Committee!

Take this opportunity to be an
“insider” to one of the most exciting
annual events in Newton by joining
the House Tour Committee! The

committee will meet in late September

to begin selecting the homes to be
featured on the 2010 Newton House
Tour. To join or for additional details,
contact Larry Marion, Chair of the
House Tour Committee, at
Imarion@triangle-publishing.com

* Come out with
the family and
enjoy this
program together!



Robert and Eileen Kroeger

David and Lucinda Lee

Brooke and Paul Lipsitt

Joanne McCarthy

Frederick Miller and Kathryn Lash
John and Mary Morganti

Wendy M. Norton

Krishna Rao and Diane Sakakini-Rao
Lorna Shafir

Carol Ann Shea

llene Solomon

David and Beverly Hall Spencer
Peter and Barbara Terris

Rosalind Williams

Family Memberships

Jane Albert and Allen Cohen
Tiffany Angel

William and Erin Antebi

Roger and Ann Avery

Kathleen Baron

Richard Belkin

Martha and Bob Berardino

Jeffrey Borenstein and Lilly Pelzman
Bill and Paula Bright

Barry and Judith Caplan

Walter and Elizabeth Carter

Nathan and Margery Cobb

Susan Cooney

Judy Curby and Gayle Smalley

Chris Daly

Douglas Dickson and Sharon Lee Smith
Peter Dimond and Elizabeth Preston
Russel Feldman and Anne Kane
Harvey and Linda Fenton

Dr. and Mrs. Fernandez-Herlihy
Margaret E. Ford and Tom Boyd
Beth Peerless Fox

Jonathan and Ippolita Friedes
Robert and Rochelle Friedman
Kevin and Jane Galli

Peter Gittleman

Janice Gould

Lisa and Stuart Green

James and Nina Harper

Candace Havens and James Renning
John B. and Marguerite Heywood
Elizabeth Hiser and Charles Hoban
Thomas Humphrey

Beverly and John Hurney

Richard and Mildred Hutchinson
Robert Jampol and Dahlia Rudavsky
C. Peter and Donna J. Johnson
Keith and Alison Jones

John and Anne Joyce

Wendell and Carmen Kaslow

Daniel Kingsbury and Caitriona Ni Dhuchon

Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Klein

Bonnie and Tom Leighton

Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Levine

Barbara and Paul Levy

Amanda Loftus

Stephen Logowitz and Dorothea Black
C. Robert Horsburgh and Brita Lundberg
Amy Magee
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Larry Marion and Leslie Eisenberg-Marion

Louis and Berneda Meeks

Susan and David Mirsky

Kathleen Pasek Mujahid

Lynn and Vladimir Novotny

Amy Null and Andrew Budson
Arthur and Judith Obermayer
Jacqueline O’Toole

Nancy Prince and Chris Anschuetz
Lisa and Jack Prior

Leslie Pucker

Robert Radin and Amy McGregor-Radin
Netta Razdan

Dorothy and John Reichard
William and Kathryn Robinson
Rodney and Laurel Rohda
Leonard and Patricia Rosenthal
Jonathan Sarna and Ruth Langer
Charlotte and Bob Seeley

Steve and Janice Snider

Steven and Pat Stanton

Jane Starkman and Thomas Margulis
Frederick and Ruth Stavis

Susan and Bruce Macdonald
Greely and Mary Summers

Anne and Tim Swager

Jeffrey and Linda Swope

Laura Lee Tam

Elizabeth and Gerald Tishler
Kirsten Tuohy

Sam Weisman and Constance McCashin
Henry and B.J. Winslow

Marc and Victoria Zissman

Individual Memberships
Claire Anderson
Ann and Ira Seskin
Carolyn Arond
Robin Barber
Walter Beebe-Center
Betty Blume

Eric Busa

Deidre Hill Butler
Stephen Casentini
Carol Chafetz
Jamesine Burke Clark
Thomas M. Coan
Charles Cossaboom
Deborah Pierce
Susan DeMarco
Mary-Ellen Efferen
Robert Ellertsen
John T. Foreman
Richard Frantz

Ruth Ginsburg
Bruce Hambro
Susan Haule

Cyrisse Jaffee
Jonathan Kalesky
Constance and William Kantar
Denise Kelly
Lindsay Konte
Waltrud Lampe
Corinne E. Lax
David Lee-Parritz

Lois Levin

Heidi Lewitt
Russell Lightman
Jean Lipchin

Daniel and Holly Lyne
Mary Lou McArdle
Jane McGuire
Rosemarie Mullin
Carol Anne Myers
Sandra Noymer
Jane O’Hern

Frank Olney
Loumona J. Petroff
Pat Pransky
William H. Renke
Wayne P. Rindone
Mark Roche

F. Robert Rolle
Carol Salter

Harry Sanders
Karen Sandstedt

Jo Sephus

Nancy Slamin
Lynda Snider

Mary Ann Tricarico
Maurice Tuchman
Bettina Urcuioli
Cathy Vakalopoulos
Sande Young
Jonathan Zalesky
Naomi Zygiel-Almozlino

Seniot/Student Memberships
Joan Armstrong

Ardell Baker

R. Lisle Baker

Rodney Barker

Helen Berestka

Beverly Bernson

H. Jean Birnbaum

Tamara Bliss

Louise A. Bonar

Louise and Severyn T. Bruyn
Sheldon and Dorothea Buckler
Judith Chalfen

Loretta Clancy

Andrew Cohn

Edmund T. Collins, Jr.
Carol Connolly

Michael J. Crocetta, Sr.
Hope D. Dauwalter
Eleanor H. de Chadenedes
Arthur Eisenberg

George Fortune

Dee Frigoletto

Charles A. Gilday

Julie Ann Goldblatt
Carolyn Ferris Gombosi
Gary Gozemba

Helen A. Heyn

Walter L. Hill

William F. Hough

Frank Howard

Virginia Inglis

Elizabeth Jakubowski



June Johnson-Wolff
George and Kathy Elias
Barbara G. Kimball
Diana Korzenik

Ann and George Lennihan
Elizabeth and Daniel Leonard
Fred and Jean Leventhal
lolanda Low

Catherine Reed Madsen
Marian F. Mandell
Nancy W. Mann

Ron Mauri

Honor McClellan
Marjorie Doane Moerschner
Jessica C. Mosher

Laurie Nash

Ronald Polito

Sharon L. Regan

Patricia H. Rex

Donna Robbins
Charlotte M. Rosenbaum
Arlene D. Rubin

Kay Sachs

Brad and Fran Seasholes
Rohna and Melvin Shoul
Carole B. Silk

Lisa Sinnigen

Nancy B. Smith

Joyce M. Spencer

Linda Stern

John and Lucia Stewart
Mary H. Sullivan

Susan S. Kaplan
Roberta R. Todd

Maria G. Truslow

Susan L. Volkmar

Susan Hinman Waldman
Helen R. Wallstrom
Marcia Ward

Lewis L. Whitlock
Lucille Wiesner

Nancy Wrenn

Judy Zacek

We are grateful to all our donors for
your continuing generous support!
Please let us know of any errors or
omissions on this list.

If you would like to contribute
to the Newton Historical Society,
please contact David Oliver,
Director of Development, at
617-796-1465 or
doliver@newtonma.gov

BecomE A MEMBER OoF THE NEWTON
HisToricAL SOCIETY

The Newton Historical Society works with the City of Newton as a pub-
lic-private partnership to support the activities of the Newton History
Museum, an accredited community museum encouraging inquiry into and
exploration of Newton within the broad context of American history.

Supporting your local history museum also gives you access to member
benefits including: free admission to the museum, free or reduced admis-
sion to lectures and programs, discounts on Annual House Tour tickets,
discounts on Museum Shop purchases, a free newsletter subscription and
advance notice of special events, and satisfaction from knowing that you are
helping to preserve Newton’s rich cultural history. Remember, a Member-
ship makes a great gift, too!

Mail the form below to the Newton Historical Society, 527 Washington
Street, Newton MA 02458.

Yes, 1 would like to become a member of the Newton Historical Society

1 $30 Individual [0 $45 Family [ $20 Senior/Student [ $70 Supporting*

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Email:

Home phone: Work phone:

Payment Method: [J Check (payable to Newton Historical Society)
[J VISA [ MasterCard

Card No:

Exp.Date:

*Additional membership levels are available.
Membership contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.
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EpucaTioN NOTES

By Allison Carter, Museum Educator and Assistant

Recently, the Education staff at Jackson Homestead and Museum has renewed its efforts to meet the ever-changing
needs of educators and seniors in our community. For example, we plan on updating our Native American educa-
tion program to have a more local and archaeology-based focus. Along with some changes in our programming
have come some changes in our team. With a new teacher on our staff and some fantastic volunteers in the summer
of 2009, the Education staff has a brand new face. Let us introduce our all-star education team!

Lois Gerson

Lois has been teaching at the Jackson Homestead and Museum for several years. A retired teacher from the Haver-
hill Public Schools, Lois lends her years of experience and her gentle yet humorous nature to her presentations. In
addition to being hilarious, Lois is a dedicated teacher who truly cares about education. We appreciate all of her

hard work for us!

Sarah Cole

Sarah is the latest addition to our education staff. With over eight years of experience as an interpreter at Plimoth
Plantation, she holds an M.Ed. from Simmons College, and a genuine enthusiasm for working with children, Sarah

has a great deal to contribute to our museum. We are happy to have her, indeed!

Our Volunteers

This past summer, we were lucky to have two fantastic volunteers lending their efforts to the education staff.

Ariel DeBairos, a lifelong Newton resident and current student at Boston College who is double majoring in history
and business, conducted research on historic atlases, the history of the Newton public school system, and myriad
other topics which will be of tremendous value to us in developing future programming. In addition, PJ, a student
from the Carroll Center for the Blind, worked hard to update our database. Thanks, P.J.!

PrRESERVATION NOTES
by Jay C. Walter

Community Preservation
Committee

The Community Preservation Commit-
tee has issued a checklist for projects
seeking funding as a historic resource.
The checklist identifies three major
tasks that proposals must complete:
1) analyze the resource’s historical
significance, 2) identify the features
most closely associated with that
significance, and 3) treat, manage, and
maintain those significant features.
For more information, see the
Community Preservation Historic
Resources Project Checklist at www.
ci.newton.ma.us/cpa/program.htmi

The Newton Historic

Commission Proposes Guidelines
The Historic Commission is proposing
to create a set of detailed design guide-
lines intended to promote preservation
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of the City’s historic buildings and
assist residents as well as their contrac-
tors as they plan repairs, changes and/
or additions to their historic homes.
For more information contact Brian
Lever at the Planning Department or
blever@newtonma.gov.

Heritage Landscape Inventory

The Inventory is complete and now
going through its final edit. Refer

to the link from the website www.
ci.newton.ma.us/cpa or contact Brian
Lever for more information at blever@
newtonma.gov.

Craft Street Stables Nominated
The nomination of the city owned
property at 90 Craft Street, a 1895
stable that houses the city's DPW
functions, is moving through the ap-
plication process for inclusion in the
National Register of Historic Places.
The proposal is currently before the

Massachusetts Historic Commission.

Newton Preservation Awards

The Newton Historical Society is plan-
ning the second annual Preservation
Awards. Nominations for project are
now being accepted. The awards
ceremony is scheduled for November
19 (see Calendar of Events).

Community Preservation Act-SB90
Public Hearing

On Tuesday, September 29 a legisla-
tive hearing was held regarding an “Act
to Sustain Community Preservation”
The legislation, filed by State Senator
Cynthia Stone Creem and State Rep.
Stephen Kulk has three major compo-
nents: 1) ensure lasting success of the
CPA, 2) broaden CPA participation,
and 3) clarify allowable uses to pro-
mote sustainable communities.

For more information visit
www.communitypreservation.org



Exhibitions at the Jackson Homestead and Museum

The Newton History Gallery

Explore Newton’s history from the earliest habitation by Massachusett Indians through the end of the 19th century. See stone and wood
tools, beautiful samplers, early American toys and games, as well as the Abolition Room, which tells the story of the Jacksons’ role in the
Underground Railroad.

The Jackson Homestead: The First 200 Years

The Jackson Homestead has a rich 200 year history. Newton has changed greatly over the span of those years, and so has the house as
it has adapted to the times and its residents. This exhibit brings together historic images, original text written by family members, and
contemporary expert opinions to tell the story of the Jackson Homestead’s first 200 years.

Peeking Into Newton’s Toy Chest

What do toys teach us? What are the values and lessons that toymakers and gift-givers seek to instill in our youngsters? This exhibition of
toys from the museum’s collection asks visitors to consider what these toys taught past generations and how these lessons are expressed
by today’s toys.

Norumbega: Romance & Recreation by the River

This exhibition offers a visual chronicle of Newton’s most famous amusement park and the Totem Pole Ballroom. Norumbega Park
survived from 1897 to 1963. The Totem Pole Ballroom lasted for about half of Norumbega’s 66 years, from 1930 to 1964. Norumbega
Park, the Totem Pole, and the Riverside Recreation Grounds contributed significantly to the quality of life in Auburndale in the first half
of the 20th century.

Four-Legged Newton

What do the largest dairy farm in Massachusetts, the first female veterinarian in the state, a 7,960 pound elephant named Tillie, and the
first Himalayan kitten have in common? Answer: At one time they were all found in Newton. “Four-Legged Newton™ is a family-oriented
exhibition looking at connections between people and animals throughout the history of Newton. In addition to the displays, the exhibit
has interactive exploration stations, perfect for smaller hands.

NEWTON SALUTES! Newton Community Education

Newton Community Education is a self-sustaining arm of the Newton Public Schools, open to all students, regardless of residence. They
provide educational, social, cultural, and vocational programs at a reasonable cost. The exhibit “Where Learning Never Stops: 140 Years
of Adult Education in Newton” features their collection of catalogs from the 1950s through the present, showing the changing trends

in adult education — from “How to Fix Your Car” and “Millinery (hat making) in the 1950s” to “Thai Cooking” and “Mastering Your
iPod” today.

Online Exhibitions: Visit www.newtonhistorymuseum.org

Hyphenated-Origins: Going Beyond the Labels

Between 1990 and 2000, the foreign-born population of Newton increased by more than 40 percent. As of 2000, more than 15,000
foreign-born people called Newton home. This exhibit explores the past, present, and future of an ever-growing number of Newton
residents. Through the stories of the seven young men and women who created this exhibit they ask, “What makes us American?”

Seeking Freedom in 19th-Century America
This exhibition explores American slavery and anti-slavery activity through four stories of individuals who sought their own freedom or
assisted others in gaining freedom. The exhibition also reveals how subsequent generations defined and preserved evidence of freedom.

Rediscovering Newton Artists, 1850-1950

Newton has long provided a welcoming home to the arts and to artists. This online exhibition, which reprises a show mounted at the
museum in 2003-2004, focuses on the century between 1850 and 1950 and works by artists who were born in Newton or spent a signifi-
cant part of their lives here.

Canoeing on the Charles
This exhibit draws from the Museum’s collection of images: picture postcards of the Charles River and riverbank landmarks.
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The mission of Historic Newton is to encourage the inquiry and exploration

of Newton within the broad context of American history. To accomplish this mission the museum presents exhibitions,
maintains archives, a three-dimensional collection and historic properties that interpret Newton’s past and present.



